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Introduction

Along the eaétern margin of the Lower Mississippl
Valley ars situatsd a chain of extremely steep rugged hills,
These hills, consisting of wind - blown loess, were formed
during the Plsistocene., Until the summer field seasons of
197£/and 197§i by the Peabody Museum of Harvard University,
litde was known of the rols these bluff hills played in the
cultural history of man. Work during these two sunmers was
limited t0 2 general site survely supplemented with small
test excavations. The area of the bluffs surveyed, which
shall hence be referrei to a&s the Bluff Area, extended from
Vicksburg to the southern Mississippi-Loulsiana border at
Hunters Creek (See ¥ap 2, p.114).

The problsm of reconsiructling the cﬁltural nistory of
man in a certain area can be attacked in many ways. Like a
typology, there is no single right way in which prehistory
can be exemined and explsined. In this thesls an intense
investigation of the settlement patterns of the various eras,
periods, end phases of the BLuff Area has been made, and
cultural interpretations are based almost entirely upon the
results of this reséarch. The sites and assemblages upon
whiéh the énalysis was vased are Ciscussed in Appendix II,
and the conclusions desrived are dezlt with in Chapter 4. The
discussion of the various ceramics and their pertinent role

as the foundation of the settlement pattern study, is ssen in



the section on methodology (Chapter 1), Two other chapters
are included in thls work to provide the reader with a better
understanding of the culitvral history of the Bluff Area.
Chapter 2 is a2 brief prshistory of the Lower Mississippl
‘Valley as presently concelved, and Chapter 3 is a report
on the excavations of a particular site situated within
the Bluff Area - ths Sardine Site (26-K-7C). The main reason
for the inclusion of these two chapters is to provide 2 means
of checking the validity of the cultural history determined
by the settlement pattern study. As the Bluff Area is
contained within the Lower Mississippi Valley, its history
should correlate with the general natterns occurring in the
valley, and similaxrly, as the Sardine Site is situated upon
"a particuiar ecological zone within the Bluff Area, the
overall cultural trends of the Bluff Area should be reflected
in the history of this site.Chapters 2, 3, and 4 deal with
each of these arezs ssparately, while the concluding chapter
(Chapter 8) brings the different studies together to determine
the degresz of correlation. |

In order to 2id the reader in understanding the prehistory
of the Bluff Area, the chronology of the Neo - Indian Era,
as determined by the settlement pattern study, 1is presented
here in figursz 1. The reader will find it useful to refer
back to this chart in the following sections. Essentlially,
the cultural history of man in the bluffs ard in the Tensas
Basin to the west, were the same, Some differences are apparent
in the transitlion from the Meso - Indian Era to the Neo - Indian
and in Pexriod ITI of the latter, but on an overall temporal basis,

the cultural historlies of the two areas were very closely related.



Culture or
Period | Time cultural Tensas Basin Bluff Area
Tradition
1320
Taensa Natchez
Pitzhugh
v Plaquemine Emerald
_~Tfansylvanls
Routh dnna
1200
Balmoral Gordon
v Coles Creek Balmoral
Ballina Ballina
800 Stundown Sundown
Mzrsden
IIT Troyville Hag;étgn
’ Indian g
Bayou
300
. Issaquena Issaqueha
II darksville
A Tchefuncte Point Lake
D 0inb Lake Panther Lake
500 Panther Lake
Poverty Point Pxverty Point
2000
Meso = Indian

figurs

1

Neo -~ Indian Chronology of the Bluff Area and the Tensas Basin




Chapter 1

liethodology



This short section isrdesigned to offer the reader a
summary of the various ceramic types and varietles to be
dealt with in the subsequent sections. In terms of the
Neo - Indian Era, ceramics are the basis of Southeastern
archaeology, 2s they are almost all over the world for
recent prehistory. The use of these artifacts in estéblishing
the chronological foundations of the prehistory of the Lower
Mississippi Valley by such scholars as James A. Ford (1936;
1962) and Phil¥ip Phillips (1970), has allowed present-day
archaeologists in this area to delve into other problems
of prehistory, such as settlement patterns..

I myself do not provfess to p2 an eXpert on the ceramics
from the valley or from the Bluff Area. The statistical and
 seriational methods the above archaeologists have employed
for the past forty years in setting up the varilous vperiod
and phase chronologies would take years to check. Therefore,
a word of caution should be mentioned before prodeeding
any farther. In the following sections many ceramic varietal
names will be sald to be typical of a certain phase. The
Avalidity of these statements ére beyond my testing ablilities,
I base the classification and texporal positioning of these
varietieé upon the monumental ceramic analysis of Phillip's
work in the Lower Yazoo Basin (1970:23,238), and upon the
advice 27 Dr. Jeffrey P. Bréin.

Actually, if one or two varisties, or even more, are
inaccurately assigned to the wrong phase,. the validliy of

this thesis will be effected very 1ittle. The purpose of



this work is to eXamine the change in ssttlement pattérns
through time in the Bluff Area. The time of coursé is

measured in cultural phases within temporal vperiods, and

the phases are set up by ceramic diagnostics. As each

phase contains many varieties, the inaccuracy of one or

two varieties hopefully should not effect the broad settlement
changes being studied,

Table 1 is a summation of the various ceramics found
in the Bluff Arez which shall be dealt with in this report.
Shown in the first column are the periods set up by Braln
(1971) for the Neo -Indian Era!. The second éolumn consists
of those ceramics which are diagnostic of the particular
periods, Here I have listed only the three primary markers

(Baytown Plain U, Valley Park, and Addis), but there are

many unspecified types which will be thrown into this
category. The third column consists of those phases included
within the particular periods., The fourth column is composed
of the varieties which are dlagnostic of the various phases.
Many of the varieties listed are not confined to one phase

(such as Fatherland and Manchac, which are found during the

Natchez phase as well as Emerald), but I have positioned
them within the phase in which they appeared first, Most of
the enumerated varieties are to be found in Phillips' 1970

Worx. Tks remaining few which are not, are either in Brair's

1068 thesis on the Winterville Site (Bethlehem and Greenville
varieties) or are new varieties peculiar to the Bluff Area.

Fitting into this latter group are Centers Creek whiciis a

1 Period IIA - Tchefuncte culture; Period IIB'- Marksville
culture
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variety of Mulberry Creek Cord Marked, and Foster and

Fatherland (red mcde) which are varieties of Leland Incised.

This is not to say that there were 6n1y three new varieties
which appeared in the Blﬁff Area during the 1971 - 1972
survey seasbns. These were only the most obvious variances
which immediately came to light in the preliminary classifi-
cation of the material. Undoubtedly, when the final
classification is worked up, many more distinctions will
appear. One will notice, especially in the later phases,
type names followed by U. (le unspscified) sometimes occur
along with the varieties. These are included only when

the type can definitely be placed within a phase. There

are some types, such as Marksville Stamped, which are

found in mofe thén one phase of the same period. In this
case, Point Lake and Issaquena. There are also types,

such as Mazique Incised, which are found in more than one
period (Period IV - Mazigue; Period V - Manchac). Therefere,
types which are not specified as to varieties, and which

are not common to a single phase, are not dealt with in
Table 1 , but will be dealt with when discussing the
collection of a specific site., If an unspecified sherd of

Mazique Incised had a Valley Park - like paste (ie hard

gray paste with chunky texture), it was included as a
mérker of Period IV, If it had =2 Addis - 1like paste, (i»
light to dark brown paste with homogenous texture ard rich
in organic matter), it was thrown info the Period V markers.

The various modes (ie rim and decorative} were dealt with
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in a similar manner.,

A few words should also be mentioned as to how the
ceramics from the numerous sites have been recorded in
this work. Table 2ais an example of how the material was
organized for the Sardine Site (26-X-70), which is to be
discussed in Chapter 3. In this case, the first column is
elther the number of the pit or trench that was excavated.
The second column 1s the level, either arbitrary or natural
as designated in the report, of the excavation. The third
column contains the periods while the fourth consists of
the various period markers. Gonfained in parantheses after
the markers are the number of sherds which fit under the
specific type or variety. The next column gives the
percentage of the period markers in that particular pit
or trench.. The sixth column includes the phases, followed
in the seventh by the phase diagnostics. The percentages
are calculated in the same manner for each phase marker
as they were for the period markers, and are listed in the
eighth column. The additiou of the phasé marxer percentages
in attaining an overall phase percentage for the various
levels comprises the rninth column. Finally, the tenth
colunn is formed by the combination of phase and period
marker yvercentages in obtaining the overall period percentage
for eachh level.

In the Settlement Pattern section (Chapter 4), most
of the collections were surface finds, and the method of

recording the assemblages had to be altered somewhat, Tabie 2b
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is a sample of how the assemblages were recorded. The
first column is the site name and number, Iollowed in the
second column by the nature of the assemblage (ie excavation,
surface, or private collection). The third column demonstrates
the relationship between Period V and the earlier perlods
by recording the number of Addls and Baytown Plain g..sherds.2
The fourth and fifth columns are the periods and the period
markers respectively, followed by the particular phases in
the sixth column., The history of each site in the survey
area is determined in this thesis on the basis of the
phase markers and their percentages, which appear in the
~seventh and eighth columns, The ninth column demonstrates
the totael vhase percentége at each site, and from this
Information a frequency polygon for each site was drawn
u93 (See Appendix II). The tenth column depicts the total
number of sherds from the pariticular site.

The manner of recording utilized in this report has
much more analytical poténtial than many methods I have

come acx»0ss in nmy research, First of all, it 1s a compact

2 Kormally Addis and Baytown Plain U. would have been
placed under the Period Markers as in Table 2a above,
but because the varlety Valley Park was not separated
from Baytown Plain U, in the origiral classification
0f this material, the plain shards could only b2
separated asccording to Period V (Addis) and earlier
(Baytown Plain U, )

3 Providing of course that the collection from each
site was zdequate (usually over 100 sherds, including
a significant decorated sample).
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systematic chronological érdering of the vgrieties
according %o phazses and related to periods, Secondly,
analysis can be deone in terms of vhases or in terms of
periods, or both. Some archasologists have a tendency to
push the undecorated sherds to the side, aﬁd interpret
site history through the study of the decorated sample
alone, These scholars would therefore be dealing solely
with the phases, Unfortunately, a phase or period which

possessed a great abundance of plain pots would be vastly

e

inderrepresented in this form of analysis. The tenth column
of Table2a rectifies this problem. The combination of the
period and phase marker percentages tells the archaeologist
what was occurring in the overali period, It is 2lso a
vaiuable check as to how valid the phase sample is. A
frequency polygon of the psriod and phase narkers combined,
should conform closely with a frequency polygon of the
phasg merkers zlone. If not, the phase diagnostics (ie the
decorated sherds) are probably not statistically valid.
With the above preparation we are now ready to delve
into the main body of the thesis, The following chapter
(Chapter 2) is a fairly straightforward account of the
prehistory of the Lower Mlssissippi Valley as présently
concelived, I have little to add to this overall reconstruc-
tion, but the following chapters (Chapters 3 and 4),
concerning the Sardine Site and the settlement patterns of
the Bluff Area, are based upon recent research and‘are a bit
nere compleX. The reader might find 1t advantageous to skim
the abOVe.section on methodology again before feading these

two chapters,



Chapter 2

Prehistory of the Lower Mississippl Valley
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This section is designed to present to the recder a
general introduction to the prehistory of the Lower iMississippi
Valley. Although an attempt 1s made to present curreunt
impressions and controversies, this chavnter lsg certaiaty not
an exhaustive review of 2ll the work which nas ocourred and
is now occurring in the valley. Essentially, particulzr
economic and cultural trends through time ﬁill be examined.,

With this background, it will then be possiﬁle to examine
the prehistory of the Bluff Area in relation to the coantemporary
events occurring in the valley.

Using the format presented by Williams (1962, 1863)
Brain (1971), the prehistory of the Lewer Missiszipol Velley
can be divided into three eras: Palec =~ Iﬁdians ¥sgo = Indien,
and Neo = Indian. Eras are somewhat similar o stages, but
differ in that temporal dimeusions are iavolved in the

former. Brain (1971) subdivides the various eras inio neriods.

oy

To keep this section as simple as possible, I heve decid
to dispense with the discussion of periods in the Paleo and
Meso - Indian Eras. These two eras WeXYe sO sparsely represented

in the Bluff Area, that 1t is not worthwhils to

12

21l upon

(o)
oA
¢

them to any great degree in this chapter., The Nec -~ Indi

|_.
)
3

Era however, is obviously of great importance to nmy situdy,
and so the periods of this era are dealt with mors intensively,
Five periods have been set up for the Ieo - Indizn Era,

all of which deplct economic and/or cultural chanzss. Period

|_h

direct

W

1, charactarized by the Poverty Point culture, waco
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outgrowth of the Meso - Indian Era, The construction of large
earthworks and the establishment of a very extensive trade

1 tnis

]

network indicate ‘the socio - polidical compleXitTy
culture. Period II was characterized by the collapse of the
"Poverty Point culture and the intrcduction of peoples of the
Tchefuncte - Lake Cormorant cultures from the east, Shortly
thereafter, groups belonging to the Illinoils Hopewell sphere
moved into the southern vortion of the valley resulting in
the Marksville culture. Eventually the intrusive cultures
blended into a hybrid culture. Period III was essentially an
interval cf cultural regressior, but it was also a period of
economic cevelopment, for it is believed (Brsin 1971) that
agriculture developed at this time, The eveunts of Period III
established the ecconomic foundation upon wnich the Coles
Creek, Mississippian, and Plaquemire cultures of Period IV
and V were to develop. Each era and periocd shall now be

dealt with in more detail.
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The Paleo - Indian Era was characierized by an eXtreme
amount of aborigiral mobility., 4t thils time more than ever,
man was controlled by his envircnment., The now extinct

Pleistocene fauna were constantly moving in search of food,

G

and Paleo - man followed close behind., It is believed that
this era was characterized bdy a certain kind of lifestyle,
but it certainly was nct constant for a period of over

8,000 years, nor can it be inferred that the people were of
the same culturs througheout, or at zny instant of, this time.
A division of this era was set up» with Llano representing

the period of Clovis point disversal throughcut North America,

n

equsnt period of regionalization

o
w

and Plano representing ths su
and diversification, The Lower Mississippl Valley, although
severely lacking the earlier Llano sites, has 2 high represent-
ation of the later Plano remains. Because of its intermediate

location betwsen Ezst and est, the late Paleo - Indian Era

in the valley was characterized by a mixture of different

|

tool traditions. Whether the variance in technology was the
result of different cultures in the area. trade contacﬁs, or
chronological distintions, is a oot point. Ko definite
statements can yet be made cn the information now on hand, but
some plausible theories have been postulated. These shall s
dealt with in greater detail in the rollowing paragraphs.

The study of the Paleo - Indian Zra in the Lower

Mississippi Valley is an extremely recent discipline. less
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than twenty years ago, scholérs were claiming that no surface
within the alluvial velley could be older than 35,000 B.C.
(Fisk ot al 1955:2%0), which would excluce most of the FMeso -
Indian and all of the Paleo - Indian Eras. When one considers
the fact that 12,000 years ago the floodplain south of Baton
Rouge was seventy-five to eighty feet lower than 1t is today
(Saucier 1971:54), it is understandable how these theories
were concelved and accepted., Howsver, it is now known that
there are many surfaces within the valley which have never
been subjected to inundation, and’which extend back in time
over 10,000 years.it is upon these surfaces that Paleo -
Indian remains are being discovered (3rain 1970). The scarcity
of Llano sites in the area probably reflects the lifestyle of
these early hunters, rather than The inability of the archae-
ologist to trace their existence though. The environment at
this time (ie prior to 9,000 B.C. - Brain 1971:fig.3) was
probébly mﬁch like the Great Plains are foday. Fauna such as
horse,-ground sloth, mammcth, mastcdon, and extinct forms
of bison, roamed the vast treeless prairies and were continually
pursued by small bands of mobile hunters. The lack of sites
and stratigraphy in local areas, combined with the wide
dispersal of Clovis points on a regional basis, support
this theory (Brain 1971:20). The typical Clovis form strangely

enough was not common to the valley’, but smaller versions

1 The Helm Site in the Yazoo Basin {3rein 1970) was one of
the few sites which possessed Clovis points,
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of this poiht were found slong the eastern bluffs as far
south as Vicksburg (Willizms 1965:9,10). One must be very
careful about imovlying cultural variations from size
differences in projectile points though, as illustrated by
the Naco Site where Haury discovered two Clovis points -
one large and one small - within the skeleton of the same
animal (Miller 1965:16,8), But, as Williams indicates, in
some areas a considerable variance in size will ocecur, yet
in others (pernaps the Lower Mississippi Valley), size
differences may be important criteria for establishing
varieties (Miller 1965:16,8).

After 9,000 B.C., the tool assemblage increased remarkably,
yet also bacame more diverse. The first trend was undoubtedly
the result of a population‘boom' after the initial Clovis
dispersal {(Brain 1971:14)., The discovery of sixty Dalton
sites in the Western Lowlands (Perine 1965:19), and the fact
that some ®Lano sites have ylelded over 200 Dalton points
(Williams 1965:9,10) attests to this theory. The second trend
of tool diversification 1is attributed to regional variation
(Brain 1971:14). The Paleo - Indian finds in Louisiana are

a good case to consider2° Clovis points were found throughout

2 I have since been told (Brain - personal communication)
that the Loulisiznza case 1s souwewnat out of date riow,
but as no published material has appeared contrary to
the hypothesis offered by Gagliano and Gregory 1965,

I believe it is still worthwhile to present the case.
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the state, but the later Scottsbluff and Eden types were
confined to northwestern Louisiana, while the Quad types
were found more.towards the east. The classic forms of all
these types were composed of graylsh-brown chert which
originated in Texas and, although Clovis points wers evenly
distributed, there was only one exotic fcrm found in the
southeastern region of the state. The same distribution
continued with the later types, ¥hich were designed out of
native chert. The Coldwater and Plainview types followed the
‘same pattern as Scottsbluff - Eden, being found vrimarily in
the northern and central regions, while Dalton polints were
evenly dispersed like the Clovis (Gagliano and Gregory 1Ybs:
5y4). |

This phenomenor can be eXplained in many ways. iv is
possible that the men who employed these implements lived
at different times. We would then have a distribution of
these people as represented by certain sections of the state
(Gagliano and Gregory 196553,4). Ead they been living a2t the
same time, then the evidence demonstrates the beginnings oI
cultural differentiation within the same general cultural
tradition (Brain 1971:15). The above case is typical of the
Mississippl Valley during Plano times. A mixture of elements
from the west combined with elements from the east to produce
a highly diversified and upgraded range of artifacts, Brain
(1971:22) offers two theories as to how the actual convergence
might have occurred: 1) Bartering between small groups of
shifting populations eventualiy upgrading the tool assemblege,

or 2) the movement of craftsmen from a central point of origin
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who carried with them the new technology. The first hyvothesis
seens to be the more plausible,

Towards the end of the Paleo - Indian Era, the climate

was beginning to change and much of the mega-fauna man had

previously hunted, began to die out., A primary reliance on

(]

smaller game therefore became nscessary (Brain 1971:23). The
far renging pursuits of the Pleistocene mammals gave way to
regional sesasonal transhumance. So, although man was still
not yet a permanent inhabitant of the valley, he was using
1t more and more often.

The hypothesized relationship between Paleo -man and
the Lower Mississivupl Valley czn thus be describsd as follous:
Between 15,000 3C zand 9,000 2C, sm2ll groups of hunters
carrying Clovis points rapidly vassed through the valley

following the large mammalian herds. By 9,000 BC, a significant

09
(¢

increase in population had occurred and the various groups
began to use the valley more often. A certain amount of
cultural differentiaticn occurred with bands from the east
meeting groups from the west. Tools were possibly bartered,
thus upgrading the various assemblages. As the environment
played such an important role in the exXistence of these

people, any change in its constitution would undoubiedly

have effected their lifestyle. The extinction of the mega-fauna
and the necessary reliance upon smaller game, towards the

end of the Paleo - Indian Eras , set the stage for the following

Meso - Indian ZEra.
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Meso - Indian Era

Like the Paleo - Indian Era, not until fairly recently
was it thought possible that Archalc remains could be found
in the Lower Mississippi Valley (Haag 1961:317,23). Phillips,
Ford, and Griffin offered an excellent amalgamation of
Archaic tralts which occurred throughout the east, but were
not found in the vallsy proper. Such remains were expected
to exlst, but undoubtedly were covered by tens of feet of
sediments (1951:429). Since this time, many Meso - Indian
sites have been discovered throughout the valley, but
unfortunately have not been studied to as great a degree as
the earlier Paleo remains. The Meso ~ Indian Era was essentizlly
characterized by a continuation from the Paleo - Indian
traditions., It was an outgrowth of the earlier hunting -
gathering of the Paleo - Indian Era, with a shift in emphasis
to gathering (Willey and Phillips 1958:107). The continuation
between the two eras was demonstrated in Period I (6,000B0 -
5,000BC) of the Meso - Indlan Era as describved by Brain.
The main distinction between the two eras was typological.
As in therlater periods of the Paieo - Indian Era, the guantity
of artifacts continued to increase, but the quality of the
specific implements decreased markedly (Brain 1971:25,9).

The change in the particular artifacts came about
slowly, as'did the quality of exploitation of the environment,
This procéss had started.in the Pzleo - indian Era due to the

extinction of the Pleistocene mega-fauna, and continued with



24

greater rapidity in the Meso - Indian Era. Man gradually
became mbre adapted to local environments, as the movement
of the smzller game was much more limited than the mega-fauna.
By aroudd 5,000BC, the Mississippl -~ Ohio river system had
changed from a braided stream to a2 meandering pattern as a
result of the warmer dryér climate of the Altithermal
(Brain 1971:29)°. Coincidentally, a major technological
event in the history of the American Indian zlso occurred
at this time - the invention of the stlatl. The innovation
of this weapon, as well as the introduction of broadly
barbed points, undoubtedly provided better hunting methods
compared to the less efficlent thrusting spears of the
Paleo - Indian Era (Caldwell 1965:67).

Man had probably always been a2 gatherer as well as a
hunter, but it is questionable whether he always utilized
hié environment to 1ts greatest potentizl, Early Meso - Indian
man certainly d4id not, for it was only aboqt 5,000 years ago
that the typical Archaic shell mounds began to appear. A
new resource, hitherto untapped by man, was discovered - the
riverine environment. This is not to say that man prior to

this time lived away from the rivers. The opposite was the

3 The Mississippl - Ohic river system had changsd to a
meandering regimen scuth of Baton Rouge by 10,000 EC,
but the oldest discerniblzs meander belt in the Yazoo
Basin dates between 7,500 and 9,000 years ag~ (Sszucier
1971:54,5),
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case , for Paleo - Indien remains were concentrated along
the various rivers throuzghcut the Southeast (Williams and
Stoltman 1965:676,7). The difference, of course, was that
Paleo - man huntsd the mammals which followed the rivers,
while late Meso - Indians settled down alcng their banks.
Mussels, oysters, fish, reptiles, and amphiblans, were some
of the foods found to be quite sultable TFor sustaining
fairly large groups (Brain 1971:35). The utilization of the
rivers' resources had a greater significance than diet in
the cultural history of the Indian theough., The animals,
whether large or small, which had nreviously been hunted,
migrated to different regions in accordance with the changing
seasons, Marine-life, however, was not 1nfluenced by the
seasons. The resources remained in one place, thus allowing
man to do so also. This 1s not to say that terrestrial
life was subsequently avoided. The two resources together
must have‘provided avVery nourishing dief for the late Meso -
Indian-(Brain 1971:36). 4 more ssdentary life must also have
allowed man more time for culitural eXpression. The appearance
of polished ground stone objects, drilled stone, beads,
plummets,‘and gorgets at this time (Brain 1971:38), confilrms
this hypothesis.

In general terms, the fpllowing events occurred in the
leso - Indian Era., The hunting of smaller game, which had
begun to increase in importance at the end of the Paleo -
Indian Era, continued and became more dominant during Meso -

Indian times. Population and tool assemblages increased, while
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the latter also becams poorer in quality. By 5,000 2C,
ﬁhe atlatl Waé introduced, which subsequently revolutionized
the methods of hunting, and undoubtedly cut down on much
of the lavor required in obtaining food. Utilization of
‘riverine resourcss by 3,000 BC, provided new food, as well as
allowing man to become more sedentary. The additional free
tinme gained by these events was evinced culturally in the
great quantity of polished stone implements which appeared

at the end of this sra.

20 - Indian Ere

Of the three eras represented in the Lower Mississippi
Valley, the Neo - Indian Era 1s understood the most. This

undoubtedliy is due to the time facitor, but also because man

T

began to leave more durable evidence of his eXistence., Study

of the Paleo and Meso - Indian Eras is limited essentially

- -t0 lithic analysis, but architectural structures and pottery

are additional preserved characteristic features of the Neo -
Indian Era.

The Ieo - Indién Era began around 2,000 BC with the
aprearancs of the Poverty Point culture (Brain 1971:fig.3).
This culture, characteristic of Period 1, was a direct
continuztion from the previous Meso - Indian Era. Four

additional periods comprised the Neo - Indian Era, each of
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which differed from the previous period by a major economilc
ot cultural change. Period II marked the decline of the
Poverty Point culture and the introduction of new pecoples.
The cultural florescence at the end of Period II was due to
Hopeweliian influences from the north. Period III was seemingly
another degeneration, yet the economic foundation for the
subsequent period was probably established during Period III.
Period IV marked the florescence of the Coles Creek culture
and the development of the Mississippian culture, while
Period V was characterized by the florescence of the latter

and the acculturation of the fbrmer.

Period 1 - Poverty Point Culture (2000 RC - 500 EC)

The Poverty Point culture, although possibly having hed
some Mesozmerican inspliration, was basically a continuation
of the earlier Meso - Indian traditions. It is believed
that subsistence patterns remained the same, and the riverine
systems continued to be utilized. Undoubtedly to an even
greater extent than previously, as evidenced by the importation
of exotic materials from distant sources. The FPoverty Point |
Site, as 2 resuXt of its intermediate location to the major
watefways, received the most contact and thus demonstrated
the greatest cﬁltural florescence.

The Poverty Point culture was initially named after the

site by this name. It was an eXtersive mound complex situatsd
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on the eastern edge of Macon Ridge, Louislana, cdsisting
of two large mounds with six octagonal ridges located
in front of the largest mound (Ford and Webb:14,9). The
culture_has long since been considcred an anomaly as very
few remains, wlth the exception of the Jaketown Site in the
Yazoo Basin {(Pord, Phillips, and Hzag 1955), kad been found
both within and outside of the valley. The reason why POVerty'
Point culture is not found to any great extent outside the
valley, 1s because the culture was essentizlly a bottomlahds
phencmenon (Brain 1971:50). The lack c¢f sites in the wvalley
itself was in part the result of recent alluviation. As
evidence of this, the tremendous amount of earth-moving
activity for agricultural and constructional purposses which
is now occurring in the valley, is also bringing to light
numerous Poverty Foint sites. Even as 1ate'as 1958, the
Poverty Pecint culture was not represented at 211 in the
Delta (McIntire 1958). The first sites of this culture,
‘nich appeared in this region as the result of canal excavation,
were RBayou Jasmine and Linsley, both of which were discovered
beneath six to eight feet of sediment (Gagliano and Saucier
1962:321).

The dispute raged for many years as to whether Poverty
Point culzture was of an Archaic stiage of development, or
belocnged L0 the Zormative stage. he Archaic theory rversistad
until about 1955 (Phillips, Ford, and Griffin 1951; Griffin
1952:228; Jeunnings 1952:259; and Ford, Phillips, and Haag

1955:152), but, starting about 1953 (Phillivs 1953:183),
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most scholars have leaned towards 2 more advanced stage of
development in describing Poverty Point culture (Hzag 1955:
87; Willey and Phillips 1958:156). | |

The =tone technology, cocmbined with the absence cf
_ceramics and agriculture, certainly suggests a late Archaic
positioning, but the enormous mounds and earthworks at the
Poverty Point Site 1tself indicate a highly advanced socio =~
political culture (Filley and Phillips 1958:156). Some of
ths artifects common to this culture were: fine nonutilitarian
ornaments such as beads,; plummets, and gorgets; eXotic materizl
such as quartz crystals, hematite, magnetite, and steatite;

a microlith industry; certain projectile points (Motley);
and balls of baked clay called "Poverty Point objects"
(Brain 1971:47).

The sudden appearance of Poverty Point culture in the
valley, 1is aﬁother problem which is still paramount in the
1iterature. The large complex of the Poveriy Point Site,
with i1ts massive mounds and earthworks, have occasioned some
authors to suggest Mesoamerican ties withithe area (Ford
19656, 1669; Webb 1968). These same scholars have alsc pushed
for the HMssoamerican inspired presence of pottery and
agriculture in the PovertyPoint period. Although pottery
dozss appear on several sites of this psriocd, as shown by the
fiter - tempared vottery frem the Poverty Point Site (Williams
f963:279), there were usually Tchefuncte components in
representation also. Therefore, it 1s questionable whether

the pottory was actually usea vy tne Foverty Point people.
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There 1is also no evidence that agriculture was in
existence during the Poverty Point period. Nor was its
presence necessary for the development of a soPhisficated
socio - political system (Brain 1971:45)., In historic times,
the Calusa Indians of southwest Florida had a very well -
developed soclo - political structure, and yet lacked an
agricultural economy (Goggin and Sturtevant 1964). Horticulture
may in fact have existed during the Poverty Polnt period,
but it could not have been developed enough to alter the
entlire subsilstence pattern 2t the termination of the MMeso -
Indian Era, Therefore, although it is possible that the
Poverty Point culture resulted from Mesoamerlcan interventinn,
it seems more logical that this preliminary culture of the
Neo - Indlian Era derived from the alrealdy existing economxic
structure (Brain 1971:45),

The enormous florzscence which occurred at the Poverty
Point Site, compared to the other sites of the culture,
appears at first to be rather strange, but the key to the
puzzle exists in the exotic artifacts found on the site,

Not only were these artifacts alien to the immediate rsgion,
but some of them came from as far away as the Roecky Mountains,
the Great Lakes, and the Appalachian Mountains. The river
systems of the Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, Red, and Arkansas,
were undoubtedly the medium vy which these objects were
transported (Brain 1971:50). This serves to explain the
positioning of the Poverty Point Site, and the fact that the
cultural florescence occurred there more than at any other

area., Situated on high land with easy access to the major
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rivers, the site would obvioﬁsly have received the most
contact4. Caldwell's hypothesis that societies lying towards
the center of contact areas will change more rapidly than
those on the fringes (Caldwell 1966:383), might possibly
explain the flowering of the Poverty Point Site (Brain
1971:50). What actually occurred at this important site is
still a great mystery. Although some tests have been made
in the past (Ford and Wedbb 1956), large-scale excavations
have never been attempted. It has been suggested though
(Brain 1971:51), that the population at this site was rather
small, cS%isfing of resident artisans (as evinced by thé
lapidary work) and possibly religicus personages who catered
to the large transient populations. Hopefully, the validity
of the above theorles will be tested by the spade in the
near future,

Evidence of the Poverty Point cultu:e was discovered
throughout the Lower Mississippi Valley, with the 0'Bryan
Ridge phase (Williams 1954, 1956; Griffin and Spaulding 1951%;
Phillips 1970) in the %orthern subdivision, the Hugo phase
(Phillips 1970) in the Central subdivision, the Jaketown

(Ford, Phillips, and Haag 1955) and Poverty Point (Ford and

4 Saucier's recent work on the meander belts of the
Mississippi River (1971) disyutes the courses set up uy
Pisk (1944) and utilized by Brain (1971:fig.10) in
describing the Poverty Point Period. By this time, the
Mississippi-Ohio drainages were joined (Saucisr 1971:
60). This does not injure the theory of tThe centrality
o1 the Poverty Point Site, but it does crezte some
confusion as to the importance of the Jaketown Site.
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Webb 19563 Phillips 1976) phases in the Southern subdivision,
and the Baycu Jzsmine and Garcia phases (Gagliano 1964,
1968; Gaglianoc and Saucier 1963; Phillips 1970) in the

Delta. Two other dhases, Catzhoula and Rabbit Island (Phillips

1970), ars very sparsely represented and are not well understood.

0'Bryan Ridge is‘the most confusing phase because, although
it was contemporaneous with the other Poverty Point phases,
1t is not definite whether it was of the same culture., With
the exception of the "Poverty Point obiects", this phase
seems to have had more relationship with areas to the north
and east than to the south (Phillips 1970:869,70). The Bayou
Jasmine and Garcia phases also raise intereéting points
which deserve further invéstigation. The fact that Bayou

Jasmine was somewhat older than Garcia, which in turn was

D>

contemporary with the Poverty Point phass to the north
(Gagliano and Saucier 1963:325), not oniy raises the question
of a Deltaic origin for Poverty Point culture (Phillips
1970:876), but alsoc stresses the importance in lookxing for
temporal as well as spatial divisions within subareas (eg
Poverty Point - Jaketown),

The Poverty Point culture was characterized by a great
deal of movement along the various rivers. Goods were carried
back and forth over extensive regions, and the ares which
was crosszd the most (Po?erty Point Site specifically and
the Lowar Mississippi Valley gensra2lly), received the greatest

stimulation and developad the most. Although Mesoamerican

influence was possible, it was not necessary. The development
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of the culture can be explained jJust as easily by indigenous
factors, Long - range contacﬁ betwsen groups d4id occur, but
they were grouvs which had the same basic subslistence patterns
as the late Meso - Indians, In the MHeso - Indian Era, the
riverine ewnvironment gradually tecame more and more important,
The Poverty Foiat culture was based on these same rivers,
and the extensive trade network which developed, readily
demonstrates the role the waterways played during this

perilod.

Period II ( BC 500 - 300 AD )

Period II, =2s sét up by Brain (1971:fig,.3), combines
Phillips' (1970) Tchula and HMarksville periods into a singls
period, In termg of overall continuity of 1lifestyle, this
appears to bs ths most appropriate classification, but in
describirg the period it is advanitageous to speak 1in terms

5. The Lake Cormorant culture in the

of early, middls, and late
Northern and Central subdivisions of the valley, and the
‘Pchefuncte culture in the Southern and Delta subdivisions

comprised early Feriod II, while the middle and late intervals

5 EBarly Period IT shall be called Period IIA in subsequent
sectiong, and middle and late together will be referred
to as Period IIB. B
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Were characterized by the Marksville culture.

At some time during the first millenium B.C., the Poverty
Point culture began to degenerate. Fhillips (1970:fig.2)
placed this event around 300 BC for the valley as a whole,
but this date has been pushed back somewhat farther in recent
work (Brain 1971:51)., The collapse of this culture was
accompanied by the introduction of a new culture characterized
by small conical burial mounds and pottery6. The appearance
of these traits, which seem to have had no antecedents in
the valley, suggestz that the influx of new people brought
about the dissipation of the POVefty Point culture. Strangely
enough though, a2reas rich in Poverty Pcint sites, were
similarly rich in Tchula sites (Phillips 1970:885), imvlying
a certain amount of continuity. This last reasoning is not
entirely true though. The scarcity of dry habitable land
might acccunt for the continued use of certainm areas (Williams
1956:55)., Aiso, had the intruders been at a similar stage
of econonmic development, they would have had no problem in
adapting S0 the riverine way of life in the valley (Brain

1971:52),

The southern region of the Gulf Coast seems to have been

6 Piber - tempered pcttery was evident in Poverty Point
contexts, but steatite vessels were much more popular
(Willey 1066:291), The early cultures of Period 1I
utilized a2 superior sand-and-clay tempered potiery
(Brain 1971:52).
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the area from where the burial mounds were spreading (Phillips,
Ford, and Griffin 1951:436), but the ceramics had very close
ties with areas to the east (Phillips, Ford, and Griffin 1951:
337). It is generally accepted now that the bearsrs of the
Lzke Cormorant = Tchefuncte cultures were coming from the
uplands to the east (Brain 1971:52), Less is Xnown of the
Lake Cormorant culture to the north, due to the scarcity of
the data, but it does appear to have differed significantly
from the Southern and Delta subdivisions, in terms of ceramics
(Phillips 1970:16)., Three phases have been set up pertaining
to the Lake Cormorant culture = the Burkett and Pascola
phases of the Cairo Lowland and Little River Lowland
respectively (Williams 1954; Pnillips 1970:876,8), and the
Turkey Ridge phase in the area of Memphis, Tennessee (FPhillips
1970:878,9)., The phases relating to the Tchefuncte culture

were Norman, Tuscola, Panther Lake7

s Russell Landing,

Ponchartrain, Lafayette, and Grand Lake (Phillips 1970:879,86).
The Tchefuncte and Lake Cormorant cultures were érevalent

throughout the valley until the end of the first millenium

B.C. (Brain 1971:fig.3), at which time a new cultural element

emérged. This new culture, known as the Marksville culture,

characterized the middle subdivision of Period II. Marksville

7 The Panther Lake phase was set up for the Upper Tensas
Basin (Williams et 2l 1966) and has also beeu appliled
t0 the Bluff Area (See p. 124),
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developed to the greatest degree in the Zouthern subdivision
of the valley, where 1% was most strongly represented at
such sites as Croocks (Ford znd Willey 1940) and the Marksville
Site itself (Fowke 1927, 1928: and Vescelius 1957), The
appearance of this culiurs in ths valley seems to have been
the result of smail groups ol veople bearing the Illinois
Hopewellian culture migrating south (Brain 1971:54; Fhillips
1970:173 and Toth 1866),

The Marksville éulture was very reminiscent of the
earlier Poverty Polizat culture, and it has been suggested

kY

that the former might indirectly have developed from the
latter, through the northern Hopewellian medium (Brain 1971:
53,4), The interaction sphere of the Hopewellian culiure
extended over diverse cultures (Caldwell 1966:339) as did
the earlier Povertiy Point culiture., Another similarity between
the two cultures was the great amouni of earth-moving projects
implying a'highly developed socio - political structure strohg
enough‘to copmand the actions of large groups of people. The
Hopewellian culture differed from Poverty Point in terms of
distribution though. Whereas the latter culture was essentially
confined to the Mississippi Velley in terms of actual settle=
ment, the Hopewell culture was much more expansive and
extended over many diverse environments. (Brain 1971:54),
Althcough similerities teitween Marksville and Poverty
Point are Very apparent, there was also a high degree of
cultural continuity between the Tcheluncte and Marksville

cultures. Small conical buriasl moumnds were common to both, and
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subsistence patterns were probdbably very similar. The economy
of the Marksville culture was probadbly still bas;d on
hunting - gathering, differing from the earlier cultures
in quantity (degree of organization;, rather than quality
{Brain 1971:58; Caldwell 1965:68,9), It is probable that
some egriculture was occurring during Marksville, but the
archaesology to date8 suggests that it played a minor role,
and was not responsible for the developments of the Marksville
culture.

The late subdivision of Period IT was characterized by
the discontinuation of northern contacts, which in turn
resulted 1in regional varlation. The Marksville culture
begaﬁ t0 expand out of the Southern and Into the Central and
Delta subdivisions at this time. The fringe arezs of the
initial Marksville eultuie remained essentially Tchefuncte
and Laks Cormorant, and it was not until late Period II
that they began to be significaﬁtly effected by the Marksville
culture (Erain 1971:57). Population increased enormously,
with 2 hybtridized culture resulting from the merging of the
various cultures. The climax of this new hybrid culture was

seen in the Yazoo and Tensas Basins (as well as the Bluff Area)

8 Archaeology of Hopewell and Marksville sites has largely
been restricted to buriel mouzds. Excavation of villeage
sites has been minimal, and so conclusionsg concerning
the role of agricultursz have been based on the absance
of evidence at areas wnere evidence would rnot be exvected
to be found anyway (Williams 1963:231,94).
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as the Issaquena phase (Phillips 1970:893,4; and Williams
et al 1966),

Period II can thus be described as a time when great
movezents into the valley were occurring. The collapse of
the Poverty Point culture was probably brought about by the
migration of new people of the Tchefuncte and Lake Cormorant
cultures from the eastern uplands to the valley. Burilal
mounds and pottery were two major elements which these people
carried with them. The Marksville culture, an eXtension of
Illinois Hopewell, entered the valley about five hundred
years after the initial Tchefuncte and Lake Gbrmorant
dispersal., In economic, and possibly religious terms, the
lifestyles of the Indigenous and intruding cultures were
very simiiar, with the Marksville culture essentially being
an elaboration resulting from a high degree of organization,
With the severing of northern contact, a new hybrid culture
emerged in the valley, characterized by a combination of the

various cuvltures present.

Period III (300 AD - 800 AD)

0f 211 the periods in the Nec - Indien Era, Period III
has undoubtedly been neglected the most. Its seemingly
recessive position between the Marksville and Coles Creek =
Mississippian florescencss, made this period unattractive to

archazologists. On the basis of ceramics, the cultures
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of this period were unimpressive,'but this does not mean
that this was an interval of cultural stagnation throughout
the valley. Apparently the opposite was the case. Brain
suggests that Period III was of great importance as maize,
“and possibly squash, agriculture which was the economic

base of the future developments in the valley, probably

began to develop at this time.(Brain 1971:59,60). Although
1little work has been done, there 1s considerable evidence

to support Brain's hypothesis. On an artifactual basis,

large vessels (suggesting use as grain containers), numerous
flint chirs (used for harVesting); and the increase in the
variety of grinding stones, indicate the increasing importance
of agriculture in this period (Brain 1971:61), The population
increase, as seen by the vast number of sites discovered
pertaining to this period, compared to Period II (Fhillips
19703figs. 444 and 445), also suggests the important role of
agriculture at this time.

The guestion immediztely arises that if there was such

2 markXed lincrease in pobulation, based on an economy which
‘was essentlially responsible for future developments, why

dié a cultural recession occur? The nature of the Hopewelllan
interaction sphere serves to explain this problem. Thls sphere
was based on a great deal of mobility. Artifacts were rapidly
traansporizcd great distances, undouptedly due to the efforts
of highly organized groups. Each individual prodably had

some kind of particular duty (food-gatherer, mound-builder,

reiigiovs personage, etc.), 2nd 2ll depended upon the efforts
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of others, With the introduction of agriculture, each
individual could raise hls own crops, thus providing subsistence
for his own existence, and did not have to depend upon the
labors of others., The interaction sphere, which arose on th~
basis of group dependence, hence disintegrated (Brain 1971:64),

The Baytown phase (Pnillips 1970:903,4) in the Central
subdivision, depicted the above transition'best. The eccnoaic
and cultural'change was undoubtedly also oecurring throughout
the rest of the valley, but the transition 1s more difficuls
to discern because of the occurrence of other events. A
great deal of cultural movement was occurring in the vallsy
during Perlod TII, especially in the northern, eastern, and
southern regions. It was at this time that the Woodland
ceramics began appzsaring in the Lower Mississippl Valley
(Williams 1963:296,7). The most important ceramic distinctisn
betkeen the indigenous groups and the intruders was the
popularity of Baytown Plain with the former, and Mulberry
Creek Cord Marked with the 1atter9, Strongest evidance of this
cultural movement is seen in the Hoecake and Dunklin phases

of the northern subdivision (Williams 1954:32; Phillips 1970:

9 The bow and arrow 2lso appeared with the intruders ,
fror the northeast. Being ultimately of Asiatic origia,
the bow and arrow revolutionized hurnting, as did the
atlatl during the Meso - Indizn Era. Man could now
become even more independent as hunting rno longer
required group organization (3rain 1971:62),
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902,3), 2nd the Deascnville - Bayland phases of the Southern
subdivision (Fhillips 1970:907). The influencs of these
intruders decresased towards the south, Therefore, the Issaquena

strocture for a
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phase of Fericd II probably reta
longer time than the Period IT phases to the zorth., However,
the impact of the Woodland grouvs, combined ﬁith influences
from the Santa Rosz < Weeden Islaﬁd cultureslalong the Gulf
Coast (Brain 1971:65), gradually altered the izdigenous
culture, resuiting in whait is knovm as the Trcrville phase
(Ford and ¥Willey 1940; Fnhillips 1970:908,9). Z22 Indian

Bayou phase in the Tensas RBasin (Willizms et 21 1966), as

do

Cha

well as the Hemilten Ridge phase in the Bluff irea (See p.130),
were both probzbly very clogely rslated to the Troyville
phase.

Essentially Pericd ITwas the trapsition 2tween the
~Marksville and Coleg Creek - Mississipplan culiures. Innovations
from Asiatic (bow and arrow) and lMesoamerican {2aize) sources
served to disintegrate the oid gexisting order, resulting
in regicnal variation (Williams 1963:Period III), and at the
seme time laid the feoundatlon for the subsequexs Coles Creek

and Mississippian florescences.



Period IV (800 AD = 1200 AD)

The Lower Mississlippl Valley was characterized by a
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differed in spatizl, 2l, and cultural terms, 1t is
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perhaps wise to divide the area in our digeussion. The
Southern and Delta subdivisicns were characterized by one
particular development {Colss Creek culture), while the
Northern and Central subdivisions progressed in a different
manner (Mississippian culture).

The Tensas Basin seems to heve bsen the area where the
Coles Creek culture began %o develop, 25 indicated by the
Sundown phase1o (Willians et 21 1956), Population continued
to lncrease and ceramics began to have more elaborate
decoration, Perhaps the most important innovation was the
construction of 2 nesw type of mound., Ths actual construction
of the mounds indicates the revivel of a strong socio =
political (and probably religious) organization capable of
directing large groups of men (Pnillivs, Ford, and Griffin

1951:441), New functional roles ars also suggested by the

10 Belmont believes that Sundown actu
at the end of Period III, r,un r ot
i

1y was situated
beginning

of Period IV (See Phillins 1970C:S . 0 not know

the reasons for his contentisn, but in the Bluff Area
there are very close varallels beitween Sundown and ths
earlier Hamilton Ridge vhase of Pariod III, suggesting
the transitionzl nature of the Sundown phase (Sse p.d35).
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design of the mounds. They were usually large pyramidel
structures which had been flattened on top for the purpcse

of supporting structures rather than containing burials.

As demonstrated at the Lake George Site (Williams and Brair:
nd), burials which were situated in the mounds were essentially
of an incldental nature, and appear to have Just been thrown

in during the mound construction (Brain 1971:68,9).

The Coles Creek mound compleXes never attained the size
of the later Mississippian sites. Their location in areas
with surrounding villages, suggests that the compleXes were
ceremonial centers inhabited by small groups, Which catered
to large populations (Brain 1971:72), A religious role seewms
to have been the function of these centers, and as suggested
by the lack of burials, the religion was probably life-
oriented.

| As mentioned above, the Coles Creek cultures began in
the Tensas Baslin, but in a very short period of time, it
had spread over much of the Southern subdivision and the
Delta (Bayou Cutler phase). The lifestyle throughout- the
period ﬁas Tfaklrly homogenous, with the only real changes
being of a ceramic nature. In ths earlier phases (Sundbwn
and Ballina in the Tensas Basin, and Aden in the Lower
Yazoo Bzsin), the deramic decorations were fairly crudely
eXecuted. The decorative styles rznained the same in the
subsequent phases (Balmoral and Kings Crossing in the Tensas
and.YaZOO Basins respectively), but were of a much finer

execution. By the final phases of the Coles Creek veriod
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(the first helf of Gordon and Crippen Point), the ceramics
nad returned to a very crude level of decoration.

The Coles Creek culture eventually covered 211 of the
Deltza and most of the Southern subdivision, yet it was not
.found to any great extent north of the latitude of Greenwood,
Mississippi’1. This northern 1limit appears to have been
determined by the conflict of ernvironment and the subsistence
base of the Coles Creek culture. Tropical Flint, the maize
variety used by the Coles Creek people, was essentially
sulted to the Fulf Coast environment, but was capable of
growing in the Mississippi Valley up to about the middle
of the Yazoo Basin, The coincidence of the northern limit
of ﬁhis crop being the éame as the Coles Creek culture,.
suggests that the Coles Oreek culture was locally adapted
and probably had reached the highest peak (in spatial terms)
it was capable of attaining (Brain 1971:69,70).

While this grsat revival #as occurring in the south, the
Baytown cultures of the Northern and Central subdivisions
remained fairly constant. Mulberry Creek Cord Marked remalned
-the most popular ceramic type, with the appearance of Wheeler
Checked Stamped in the Beckwith (Williams 1954) and Black

Bayou (Marshall 1965; Williams 1954) phases of the Northern

11 The Winterville Site (Brain 1969) possessed the
northern-most Crippen Point component thus far recorded,
but there is some evidence of earlier Coles Creek sites
further north,
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subdivision, which served aé a dlagnostic indicating
contemporansity with the B8oles Creek culture to the south
(Phillips 1970:912,4). Eventually these Baytown groups
developed from their position as'geod gray cultures’

(Williams 1963:295,7), but developed in a manner quite
different from Coles Creek. The revival scems to have been

the result of an improvement in the already existing
agricultural system. It is believed (Brain 1971:70,1; Yarnell
1964:107,110) that Northern Flint, a new variety of mzaize
which had developed to the east of the valley, was introduced
during this periodleas well as the common bean (phaseclﬁs),
which arrived in the valley from Mesoamerica via the southwest.,
Northern Flint had a short growing season and thus was well
adapted to northern regions. It was not, like the ZTropical
Plint, restricted to cartain ecological zones. The common

bean was not only complementary to the malze diet but, being

a legume, also served to return the nitrbgen, which had been
exhausfed by the maize agriculture, back to the soil., Sedentism
had been securely achieved as the same land could now be used

over and over. Surpluses gave rise 1o a great increasein

12 The variety of maize which was cultivated prior to
the Northern Flint is 2 moot point, Tropical Flint
might have extended this far north (Brain - personal
communication) but, bscause it required a long growing
season, it certainly would not have Dbeken as dependable

a cultigen as it was to the south,



46

population and a highly soPhisticated soclo - religious
organization, known as the ¥ississippian culture, began to
appear (Brain 1971:71).

Like the Coles Crsex culture, pyramidal mounds were an
intricate part of Mississippian sites. Similafly, the mounds
were arranged arouné oven plazas, and thsy were built to
support structures, but at this point the similarity stopped.
Mississippian mounds were much larger than Coles Creek mounds
and, on the average, meny more of them were constructed on
a single site. The functions of the mound compleXes were
also quite diverse. Whersas Coles Creek appears to have had
mounds which served as ceremonial centers for surrounding
villages, the Mississippian mound complexXes were the actual
village sites (Fhillips, Ford, and Griffin 1951:343), As

shown by the primary Mississippian site of Cahokia (Fowler

MBS et
1969), located at the confluence of the Ohfe and the Missise-

ippl Rivers, these sites were extremely large and supported,
along with the hierarchy and thelr retainers, a large native
population,

In sum, Period IV was characterized by a great deal
of diverse cultural revival, While the northern areas remained
stagnent, the Coles Creek culture developed in the southern
regions, Subsequently, the introduction of Northern Flint
and the common bean to the northern areas brought about a
very different type of develcpment, whiéh in turn gave rise
to the Mississippian culture. The maln advantage of the

Mississippians ovar the Coles Creek people was in their
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spbsistence base. The Northern Flint, being adaptable to
any region, could allow the Miésissippian culture to flow
outside the confines of the Mississippl Valley, which was

indeed what occurred during Period V.

Period V (1200 AD - 1820 AD)

Period V was essentially the continuation of a development
which began in the Northern and Ceniral subdivisions during
Period IV, The Mississippien cultufe radiated from its point
of o;igin around the Ohio - Mississippi confluence in 211
directions. Cultural movement in the valley was totally in
a southward direction as the Mississipplan culture gradually
blended with the still viable - Coles Creek culture, to
produce the hybrid Plaguemine cultuze.

Contact between the two cultures ssems to have been
initially in the form of an actuzl movement of people, Durinrg
the Crippen Point phase,'small groups of péople from Cahokia

moved into the sites of Winterville (Brain 1969:307,10) and

13 Whether Coles Creek was still strong at the time of
contact with the Mississippica culturs is still a grezt
problem, The transitional phases of Crippen Point in
the Lowexr Yazoo Basin and Gordon in the Bluff Aresa
(See p. 146 ) suggest that depopulation and cultural
declination was occurring. The problem will remain
until more work is completed on these very &mportant
phasss,
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Lake George (Williams and Brain:ind). Although there is
evidence elsewhere suggesting that Mississiopian contact
was not always peaceful in nature (Coannaway and lMcGahey
1970:8; Price 1969:26), the movements into these two sites
do not appear to have been accompanied by vioclence at 2ll.

The impression received is that these groups were invited

4]

into the zrea (3rain ~ personal communication). The fact
that such great changes, in terms of architecture moreso -
than ceramics (Belmont 1667:31,2), ocecurred throughout the
Coles Creek arca 2s & result of these small groups, lmplies
that the Mississippians had something which the Coles Creek
people wanted.

he two culftures

3

As stated, the initial mergirg of t
resulted in the hybrid Plaquemine culture, Plaéuemine
remainéd essentially Coles Creck in terms of settlement
patterns, with the ceremonial centers and surrounding
villages still remaining popular, but the sites became more
extensive and the mounds much larger, in the normsl Mississi-
ppian patsern (Brain 1971:77). Other Mississippian traits,
‘such as shell tempered pottery, certain vessel forms (botiles,
plates, Jars), triangular arrowheads (¥adison, Cahokia, and
Nodena types), and rectangular wattle-and-daub houses, also
appearea in the Plaguemine culture (Brain 1971:74). This
very glaucrous florescence of the fississippianized Coles
Creek was represented by the Winterville phase 1n the Lower
Yazoo Basin (Brain 1969:276), the Anna phase in the Bluff

RO Yo R . .
Area (See p. 150), the Ritzhusgh phase in the Tensas Rasin
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(Willisms et a1 19663 Fhillips 1970:945), and the Medora
phase in the northern Delta (Quimby 1951).

The first major vush of the Mississippian culture during
the Crippen Point phase effected the Coles Creek culture
area to a great degree, but 1t was not until .the second
major push that total acculturation sceurred (Falllips 1970:
13), The major Plaquemire sites of Lake George and Winterville
became totally under the domain of the Mississippian culture
(Brain 1971:77). This complate change was only felt as far
south as the Lower Yazoo Basin though. Areas below thils
remained Plaguemine in form, =2s representsd by the Emerald

phase in the Bluff Area (See p.155). The Plaguemine culture

'd

was eventually surrounded by the Mississippian culture, as
the latter radiated throughout the eastern United States and
established major outposts in Georgia (Etowah), Alabama
(Moundville), and FPlerida (Fort Walton). The Delta subdivision,
forming the southern boundary of the Plaguemine culture, fell
into the HMississippien culture as 2 result of intense contact
with the atove Mississippian outposts. (Brain 1971:78).

When DeSoto entered the valley, the Plaquemine culture
had passed its peak and was teginning to decline, although
the Mississippian culture in the Northern and Central subdive
isions still retained its viability (Brain - personal
communication). A great chargze was occurring, as illustrated
by the markXed decrease in population of the Yazoo - Tallahatchie
and Sunflower drainages. The heaviest settlements were slituated

along the St. Prancis River in fortified villages (Fhillips,
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Ford, and Griffin 1951:343)., Warfare is the obvious suggestion
6f this radicél demeographic and settlement pattern change.

It was at this time that the Southeastern Ceremonisl
Complex, ctherwise known as the "Southern Cult", was zat a
-climax in the Southeast. This complex was the last major .
phenomenon to unite the people of the Southeast on a soclo-
religious level (Brain 1971:81). The religion was not concerned
with the dead, but with the cosmic delties symbolized by the
four world quarters, wind, sun, and rain (Williams 1963:
309,10). As shown by its development along the peripheries
of the Mississippian culture at such sites as Moundville
and Etowah, as well as at sites belonging to different
culfural traditions altogether (Caddoan site of Spiro), the
"Southern Cult" was neither a stronyvalley element, nor was
it entireliy avMississippian outgrowth (Williams 1963:311),
Traits characteristic of thils complex were engraved shell,
repoussé copper plates, stone sbulpture, and finely modeled

pottery (Brain 1971:78).

The period of historic contact was treated as a culture
period by Brain (1971:Period VI), but I have decided to
treat it as a part of Period V in this thesis, in accordance
With Philiips:

The ensulng collapse of native culture was so rapid
that it seems hardly necessary to provide our sequence
with an'historic' period, The so-called historic phases,
Quapavw, Tzensa, Natchez, etec., are nine-tenths submerged in
the prehistoric past, None so far as I cen see can be described
in terms of acculturation. It is more intelligible to consider
then as phases of late Mississipplan and Natchezan culture
that survived long enough to enter briefly and disastrously

into hisTorye (13114ps 1970:19)
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The direct continulty between the Emerald and Natchez phases
of the Bluff Area (Ses p.163) provides additional support
for placing the interval of historic contact within Period V.

The discontinuity which did occur between the disceppearance
of SeSoto and the appearance of LaSalle was demographic in
nature rather than cultural. Heavily populated aresas were
reduced to minor villages and the Yazoo Basin was abandored
entirely, with the eXception of a few scattered tribes of
different linguistic stocks along the Yazoo River. The only
people which still maintained a semblance of strength were
the Natchez, but they too were extremely effected by the
demographic decimation, The only reason why they managed tq
retain a high population was that they accepted remnant
northern tribes into their domain (Brain 1971b).
~ There wsre undoubtedly many reasons for the vast population

decrease over the entire valley. As seen in the fortified
St. Francis villages and the DeSoto accounts (Bourne 1904),
warfars had been extremely prevalent in the late Mississippian
Period., As evinced by the great movement of warring tribes
(eg Chickasaw) during the seventeenth and eighteenthlcenturies,
warfare probably continued to be an important factor in the
demographic situation. However, the most important factor
was undoubtedly the spread of European diseases for which the
Indians Lzd no immunity which followed, and perhaps preceded,
the DeSoto expeditions, and reduced the population to as little
as 20% of what it had been previously (Brain 1971:82), By

the end of the eighteenth century, only traces of the once
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powerful Indian tribes remained in the valley. By 15620,
with the Treaty of Doak's Stand (Brain 1971:82), there were
none.

In sum, Period V was the longest cultural period of
the Neo = Indian Era since Poverty Polint. Dufing this period
the valley witnessed the rapid rises and equally rapld decline
of the Mississipplan culture. This culture had developed in
the Northern and Central subdivisions of the Mississippi
Valley during Period IV, but it was not until Period V that
it began to expand to any great extent. ExXpansion in the
valley was totz2lly southward and, by initial small movehents
of people followed by intensive culturasl contacts, the Plaguemine
(Mississippianized-Coles Creek) culiture developsd, Eventually
the northern limit of the Plaquemine culture receded as the
Mississippian culturs pushed further south., Late Period V
was characterized by a great deal of disturbance in the valliey,
as Witneséed by a marksd population decrease and the evidence
of warfare. At the same time anothsr development, the
Southeastern Ceremonial Complex, arose along}the peripheries,
as well as outside of, the Mississippian culture. This served
as the last phenomenon to unite the Southeast on a socio -
religious level., By the time historic contact in the late
seventeenth and early elghiteenth centuries occurred, warfare
and disease had created such great havoc in the valley that

the Indians were easy prey to the Europeans.
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Conclusion

The Lower lMississippl Valley has been ussd by man for
‘more than fiftsen thousand years. The manner in which man
molded his existence to the valley environment was the
criteria for establishing threze eras., Although the various
periods within each era deplect both cultural florescences
and degenerations, the overall trend in the Lower Mlssissippl
Valley has been one of cultural advancenment,

The Paleo - Indlan Era was the longest of the Three
eras, having a duration of at least ten thousand years., Litile
is known about this era, but it has been hypothesized that
the lifestyle was charaterized by small groups of men
traveling far and wide in pursuit of the large FPleistocene
megafauna. The increasing number of finds pertaining to the
later periods of the Pzleo = Indian Era suggests that the
population was rising, and the increasing diversity of the
artifacts indicates that regionalization was beginning to
‘ocecur,

The extinction of the Plelstocene megafauna during the
seventh millenium B.C. made it necessary for man to place a
greater reliance upon the other food sources around him. This
shift in emphasis vresulted in the lfeso - Indian Era, Small
game moved around a lot less than mammoths and mastodons,
and therefore man moved around considerably less also. He

began to become more familiar with local environments and



54
resources, The discovery of the riverine envifonment as a
source of food was perhaps the most important event in thisr
era., Unlike terrestrial fauna, marine animals were not
influencec by the seasons, but remained in one place.
Therefore, man no longer had to travel to obtain food. As
less effort was required for subsistence, he could bhegin to
devote more of his time to cultural accomplishments.,

Continuity between the Meso and Neo - Indian Eras was
evinced in the Poverty Point culture (Period I). Dependence
upon the riverine systems was manifested both in terms of
the location of the sites, and in the artifacts belonging
to them. Large earthworks and material imported from distant
sources, indicate the socio - political complexity of the
Poverty Polnt culture. Obviously the riverine environment
provided a very productive subsistence base for the achieve-
ments of this culture.

Poverty Point was probably somewhat responsible for
Hopewellian growth in the north, but while the latter was
developing, the Poverty Point interactiqn sphere collapsed
as a result of migrations from the eastern uplands., These
new people were characterized by the Tchefuncte - Lake'
Cormorant cultures, and it was at this time (Period II) that
pottery and burial mounds were introduced to the valley.
Illinois EdpeWellian influences resulted in the Marksville
culture which, in terms of lifestyle, was essentially an
elavboration of the earlier Tchefuncte - Lake Cormorant cultures.

Eventually, with the severing of northern contact, a hybrid
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culture (represented most ex tonsivelv by the Issaquena phase)
developed,

Following the iarksville florescence there occurred
what appesrs to have been 2 cultural recession. In terms of
artifacts and srchitectural =zchievements, Perlod III
(characterized by the Baytown culture) was indeed a recession,
but on an economic basls the Baytown culture was very important.
Maize and possibly squesh agriculture developed during Period
ITI, which was subsequently to be the subsistence base for
the Coles Creekx - Mississippian florescences, The introduction
of agriculture was slso directly responsible for the collapse
of the Merkxsville culture in the valley, for man no longer
nad to depend upon ths labors of others in his soclety.

Period IV of ths Neo - Indian Era was characterized by
the appesrance and full flovrering of the Coles Crsek culture
in the southarn hal? of the Lower Mississippi Valley, and
the deyelopment of the Mississippian culture in the northern
half. The Coles Creek culture, with Tropical Flint as a
subsigtence base, developed in the Tensas Basin and subsequently
spread out over the entire valley, up until about the middle
of the Yazoo Basin, lMeanwhile, the Baytown culture remained
fairly stagnent in the north. The introduction of Northern
Flint and the coxmon bean in the latter half of Period IV
brought about 2 great population increase and cultural revival,
which resulted in the Mississippizn culiure.

OVeriap cf the Coles Creek and Mississlppian cultures

occurred during Psriod V, which resulted in the lmpressive
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Plaqueminé culture., This hybrid culture ‘daveloped ard exXtended
over all the territory which had previously belonged to the
Coles Creek culture. The Mississippian culture continued
to thrive and exXpanded beyond the Mississippi Velley over
'a large portion of the Southeast. Toward the snd of this
period, which coincided with the first historic contact,
the Southeastern Ceremonial Complex developed which, although
found in Mississippian contexts, was not entirely a direct
growth from the Mississipian culture, It developsd zlong
the peripheries of this culture and spread over most of the
Southeast into completely different cultural traditions.

~ The intense historic contact marked the end of Period V.
As a result of European diseases ard aboriglnal warfare,
the Mississippian culture entirely collapsed leeving only
minor traces of its vast splendor, The Plaguemine culture
to the south was not much better off, having cnly the Natchez
as its last vestige of strength. Even the Katchez could not
withstand the ever increasing power of the Europsans though,
and so eventually they too were forced tovabandon their
‘homeland. By the end of the first quarter of ths ninteenth
century, the Indian no longer played a role in the history
of the Lower Mississippi Valley, 2 niche which he had ccoupied -

for over fifteen thousand years,



Chapter 3

Sardine Site (26 - K - 70)
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The Sardine Site, a very small occupational area owned
by Mrs, Grace MacNeil, was located upon a ridge just south
of the city of Natchez and St., Catherine Creek, along U.S.
61 South, A bulldozer cut alcng th:s western side of ths roac
exposed a dark layer of soil heavily laden with charcoal.

It was this which first aroused interest in the site., A
preliminary survey of the area revealed late Coles Creek and
Natchez occupations, as indicated by the various pottery

varietles of Mott, Viecksburg, Hardy, and Grand Village

collected., The history and archaeology of the Natchez Indlans
has long since been of great concern to me, ahd the vossibility
of the Sardine Site being an extension of the Grand Village

of the Natchez (located less than a mile to the north - Villags
Sauvage and Fatherland Sites) was too eXcellent an opportunity
to pass up. Therefore, on July 7, 1972, sixteen days after

the initial surface collection, excavation began. With a crew
of three people, including myself, and a time allotment of

Just two weeks, speed was of the utmost importance in our

work.

The primary objective was to establish the occupational .
bhronology of the site (ie the phases represented), and zlong
with this, to discover the relative duration of the various
phases. As seen by the homogeneity of the dark organic
layer in the road cut, the detection of natural stratigraph;
would be 211 but impossible., Therefore, it was hoped that
the use of arbltrary levels, 2nd the computation of varietal

frequencies henceforth, would reconstruct the stratigraphy.



The secondary objective, more of a personal concern, was an
intensive study of the Natchez phase., The preservation of
house floors and pits was desperately hoped for., This
secondary study never got off the grourd, for the Natchez
phase was not represented in the eXcavation1.

Although the Sardine Site was never occupled to such
an eXtent that it could be termed a village, it did witness
a great amount of settlement on a temporal basis. Every
period of the Neo - Indian Era since Period I was repressented
at the site, as was every phase, with the eXception of Poin%
Lake. The greatest occupztion occurred during the 4nna phase,
but Panther Lake, Issaqusna, Hamilton Ridge, Gordon, and
Emerald also were significantly represented. The site was
employed least during the Coles Creek period, at which time

settlement was probably of a very sporadic nature.

Posthole Survgz2

On the first day of excavation three pits were set up
(V564, V565, and V566 - See Map 1) and work began immediately
on V564 and V566. It was hoped that these two pits would

present the overall stratigrapvhy of the site. As eXcavation

1 The one Grand Village sherd found in the surface
collection was the only evidence of an historic
occupation at the site.

2 The postholes were not archaeological features, but
were a part of the site excavation.
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Map 1

Excavations at the Sardine Site (26=K~T0)
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proceeded, & series of thirty-seven postholes were dug to
£ill in the stratigraphic informstion between the pits. The
postholes were also desizned to indicate where future
excavation should be situated. With the exXceptiscn 6 lines

AB and CC', the postholes were arranged along cardinal aXes.
Line AB (fig. 2 ) radiated from the datum 2long the 155 ray,
while CC' (fig. 4 ) was alligned along the 130 axis cof the
north stake of pit V566. It was necessary to deviate from
cardinagl directions in this area because an 0ld rozd cut
through the southern portion of the site. However, line A3
along with line BA' (fig. 3 ) basically serves to illustrate
the stratigraphy along thg longitudinal sxis, while lines
cc', od' (fig. 5 ), EE' (fig. 6 ), and FP' (fig. 7 ) demonsirates
the stratigraphy along the latltudinal axes at four different
locations.

There were three different soil layers which continually
appeared throughout the site, and wers represented 1in practically
every pit and posthole. They occurred in the following segquance.
The basal deposits were very hard consolidated clays, derk
reddish-brown in color and culturally steri193. Above the
clay was a whitish-tan loess layer of variable thickness. The

base of this lsyer was almost pure white, resulting from the

3 The uppearance of clav where wipd-tiown loess was
supposed to be, was a puzzls, The losss deposits in
this particular arsa are comba*atl rely thin though
arnd were obviously of no conszquence a2t this site, The
clay probably antedates Tthe Plelistocene.
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figure 4
Posthole Survey - CC' - Stratigraphy Along the Latitudinal Axes
(Postholes 27 - 29)
& —— — - - - - - — a

figure 5

Posthole Surﬁey - DD' - Stratigraphy Along the Latitudinal Axes
(Postholes 15 -~ 18)
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.1eaching of its minerals into the clay below. The tan color
arpeared towards the top of the layer due to staining from
the cultural layer above. The two extremes were Jolned by

a gradual blending of the colors. At the top Qf”this layer
was the earliest aboriginal surface. Evidence of this surface
was picked up in postholes 18 and 32, and was clearly seen

in pit V572 and trenches V5469 and V570. Above this surface
was the cultural layer, characterized by ifs dark brown to
black color, its variable thickness, and its 1lmperceptible
blending into the humus.

The stratigraphy along the ldngitudinal axls was represented
by line 4A' which included the northeasternprofiles of pits
V572 and V566, and the eastern profile of V564 (figs.2 & 3).
From the stratigravchy alone one would eXpect little cultural
evidence between the northern-most wall of V572 and posthole
30, and between the northern profile of V5é€4 and posthole 14,
Evidence of direct surface occupation probably would not show
up in these two sections because of the severe declivity.

Had there actuallj been any activity in the above areas,

the artifacts would have washed dowm to the flat areas below.
The artifact assemblage from the various postholes (Appendix 1;
Table 4 ) sheds some light upon the nature of the site, and

vhat might be exvected to be found. On a quantitative basis,
there were two notable discontinuities along the'longitudinal
axis (fig. 3 ). A high percentage of pottery (20%) was found

on the flat area between postholes 33 and 32, which subsequently

decreased rapidly upon going down the slope (7.5%). Another
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concentration (43.75) was dépicted along the ievel platform
between postholes 9 and 1, and, as expected, the slope
between posthole 11 and 14 was entirely veid of artifacts.

In terms of sherd percentage per linear meter, the area
between postholes 33 and 32 (10 s%/1m) was much more prolific
than the lower platform to the north (2.73 s%/lm). Of course,
had postholes been drilled ferther to the south, the difference
may not have been so great,

| Quantitative analysis of the stratigraphy along the
latitudinal axes (fig. 9 ) serves to supplement the general
conclusions derived thus far, Postholes 27 - 29 along line
cc' (fig. 4 ) had a relatively small pottery representation
of 7.5% (1.88 s%/1m) as compared to the corresponding high
platform between postholes 32 and 33. This wes undoubtedlj
due to the rough terrain at the former location, Postholes
15 through 18 of line DD', located on the lower platform, had
a total pércentage ofv13.75 and a perceniage per linear meter
value of 2.29, slightly lower than the ratio obtained in
postholes 1 through 9 of line AA' (2.73 s%/lm). The north-
western section of the site, as shown by lines EE' (fig. 6 )
and F?' (fig.'? Y, had very 1little artifactual material (two
sherds), indicating the undesirable nature of this area
during all periods,

The gualitative study c¢f the zrtifacts from the various

postholes revealed information on horizbntal stratigraphy,
degree of occupation, and sherd frauencies between the various

layers. A quick look at Table 4 of Appendix 1t is sufficient
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enough to see that horizontal stratigraphy probavly did rot

appear on the site. 411 veriocds are represented throughout
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the site, with the possible exception of Pericd I

)
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of the Tchrefuncte culture was discovered cnly on the low
platform in postholes 1, 4, and 23, Of course, only fcuxr
sherds were represented and this might not be 2 stztiscelly
valid sample of this period. As the postholes were extended
over the entife site, the percentage of sherds for each

period (phases cannot be dealt with in the oosthcle survay,

e

0
o)
Q

because they did not comprise 2 large enough senmple) uld
present a fairly reliable estimate of the degrse of occupation
on the site for each period (fig.1p ). This is based on the
assumption that pottery was made, utilized, and broken in

a consistent manner over time and cultures. The assumptieon

may not be correct, especlally for Period ITA when poitery

was Jjust coming into vogue, but there is no way ci testing

its vaiidity, as diagnostic phase and periocd markers cther

than pottery were practically nonexistent cn the site. 4s

showm in figure 10 , the heaviest occupation occurred during
Period V (67.5%), with Period IIB - III having ths next

highest representation at 17.5%, followed by Period IV and

ITA with percentages of 10 and 5 respectively. Disregariing

the combtined assemblages, where the artifacis from the cultural
and‘loess iayers were not kept sevarate, we should be adble o
determine the expected percentage ratio between the two

layers for the entire site. The ratio was 38.75 ¢ 17.5, or

a little over 2 : 1. This calculation was based on =211 the
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postholes, including 17 and 32, both of which had an usually
large amount of sherds in the loess layer. The fact that nine
of the sherds were Period V disgnostics suggests the disturbed
nature of ths deposits at these two 1ocations..ﬁisregarding
these two postholes, the more reazlistic ratio becomes38,75
6.25, or slightly over 6 : 1,

The use of a posthole survey has thus been an essential
element in the excavation of the Sardine Site. Most importantly,
the survey served to indicate where the most information would
be attsined as 2 result of excavation, but it -also provided
knowledge on site stratigraphy and degree of occupation.

All czlculaticns have been based on a total of 69 sherds
(decorzted and plain). After the entire assemblage from the
site has been analyzed and discussed, it will be interesting
to turn back to the results of ths vosthole survey to determine
the statistical validity of thls small sample of sherds. I
maintain, as can be seen by the eXtensive use of postholes

at this site, that this type of survey is necessary and can
serve the same function as the pit iﬁ terms of gross overall
results, but of course ths amount of control is minimal and
the risk invelved is certainly obvious. Whenever unusual
stratigrashy (eg. a floor surface) appears in the posthole,
drilling should be discontinved immediately in the particular
arsa and caraful excavation should ensue (the appearance of
the floor_éurface in posthole 32 was subsequently followed

by excavation - Pit V572).



Pits z2nd Trenches

A total of fthrze pits and two trenches were excavated
at the Sardine Site. Two pits (V564 and V565) were situated
en the lower vlatform illustrated in figureS2,3(See p.61 ).
The third pit (V572) was positioned upon the higher platform
to the south. Two trenches were also exXcavated in the
northeastern extremity of the site, An.early avoriginal
surface appeared 1n the trenches as well as in pit V572,
but this surface was not detected in the other two pits,
implying a great deal of disturbance on the western side
of the lower platform. The 1individual pits and trenches
shall now be discussed in the order in which they were

eXcavated..

72
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V564

Pit V564 was a two - meter square pit set up along the
principle north-south axis, and had the following coordinates:
NQ-EO, N9-EZ2, N11-EO0, N11-E2., The reason for placing a pit
in this location was due to its proximity to the cultural
layer exposed in the road-cut. Being more centrally located
and on flatter ferrain, it was hoped that undisturbed strati-
graphic control would quickly be attained. Initially a sécond
two-nmeter square pit (V565) was set up immediately to the south
of V564, the idea being tc excavate V564 in arbitrary levels
and to subsequently dig V565 accoiding t0 natural layers,

This plan soon had to be abandoned though as pit V564 was
not productive enough to warrént further excavation in that
particular area.

Using the datum as the reference point, pit V564 was
lowered tc the minus seventy-five centimeter level (level A).
As the grcund surface was not absolutely flat to begin with,
the depth of this level varied throughout the pit from minus
twenty-five centimeters in the southwest corner to minus six
centimeters in the northeast. As depicted in the stratigraphy
of this pit (fig.11 ), Level A consisted of three different
ratural lavers, a2ll of which have already been discussed earlier
in the Posthole Survey section.(See p.60 ). The cultural layer

was very thin throughout the pit, averaging only about seven

centimeters thick. It quickly blended irto a slightly thicker
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figure 11 (cont.)

Pit V564 -« Stratigraphy
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deposit of very fine whitish lcess. The loess was highly
represented along the scutharn and western vrofiles, but
rapidly decreased towards the north and east. Below the loess
appeared the hard reddish - brown clay deposits. As the
posthole survey was just getting underway when this pit
was belng excavated, I was rather uncertain as to whether
this clay was definitely subscil, Therefore, enother twenty-
five centimeter level (layer B) was stripped off to determine
the nature of the clay. The culturelsierility of this layer,
coupled with a posthole drilled in the southwest corner to
a depth of minus 154 centimeiers below datum, demonstrated
that the reddish - brown clay was 1indeed the subsoil.

There was a total of'thirty - one potsherds collected

from this pit, all of which were confined %to layer A (Appendix 1;

Q

Table 5 ). This sample, though small, contained diagnostics
relating to the Panther Lake and Emerald phases, and had
ceramic markers from a2ll periods, with a concentration in

Period V, The only interesting

w

tone artifsct from this pit
was a dart point dating to Pexiocd IIA (Brain - personal Comzuni-
cation). The point was found at the base of the cultural layer

against the middle of the southern profile.

V566

Pit V566, a two - meter square pit with its northern <«
most stake situated twenty-five mevers from the d:tum along

the 155°1ine (See Map 1), was. eXcavetod next, This location
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was initizlly selected for testing due to the fact that the

Grard Village sherd from the first surface collection was

discovered there. Postholes 1 through 10 had been drilled
prior to the excavation of pit V565, znd sc a thick cultural
layer was expected, Therefore, it was decided to strip this
layer down by twenty-five centimeter levels unless distinet
differences were to appear in the cultural layer itseli, at
which time we would switch to diggzing by natural levels.

This did not occur. V5664 extended toc the plus twenty-five
centimeter level above datum (fig.12 ), having az depth ranging
from thirty-ore centimeters at the southern stake to seventeen
at the eastern, The homogeneityv cf the cultural layer continued
through level B which was tzken dowm to the datum level. A
slight difference in color aypeared between the two levels,
with grayish - black shades occurring at the top of Level A
and dark brown shades toward the bzse of Level B. Between
these two eXxtremes total blending occurrsd, The base of Level
B corresponded almost exactly with the top of the natural
loesgs layer. Therefore, Level C was a natural layer eXtending
to the reddish-brown clay subsoll, The distinction between

the cultural layer and the loess was not as distint as eXpected,
The white loess was heavily mottled with dark brown soil from
the cultural layer above and clay from the subsoll telow.
Although 1t was undoubtedly the original land surface at one
time, the layer did not demonstrate the compactness one would
expect from occupation. The thickress of the culturzsl layer

and the fact that the pit was in a depression formed by high
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figure 12

PLt V566 - Stratigraphy
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12 (cont,)

figure

Pit V566 - Stratigraphy
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land to the south and east (See figs. 2 and 4 ), suggested
that this pit was either a wash or a midden, or both. The
absence of bone does not defeat this hypothesis, The cultural
layer at Sardine had a maximum thickness of fifty-six
centimeters, and within this homogenous layer were the
remains of over two thousand years of occupgtion. The isolation
of a single phase or period was virtually impossible due

to the high degree of disturbance from natural causes. It
cannot be exXpected that bones and other remains typical

of middens would have stood this double stress of time and
man.

Pottery was extremely abundant as compared to pit V564,
having 2 total of 322 sherdé, with 215 in Level A&, 104 in
Level B, and three in the natural loess layer C. Although
cultural stratigraphy was not apparent in the profiles of
the pit, it 4did appear in the collections from the various
levels. Level A was predominantly Period V (Plaquemine
culture), while Level B consisted mainly of Period IIA
through III ceramics (Tchefuncte, Issaquena, and Baytown

cultures).

V569 and V570

As a result of the failure of pit V564 to produce
aboriginal surfaces, we decided to switch our emphasis more
towards the east and closer to the road - cut. It was already
known that the cultural layer was very thin at this point, so

it was thought that two test trenches, one extending north -
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| south (V569) and the other eést - west (V570), would produte
better results than a two-meter square pit (See Map 1).

Each trench was divided into four one-meter squares (a - d).
Prior to the zctual excavatioh, two postholes were drilled

to determine the stratigraphy Jjust outside the peripvhery of
the trenches. Posthole twenty - five was situatedvat N15-E10,
one meter to the east of V5704, and posthole twenty-six was
located one meter to the north of V5694 at N20-E9, The two
postholes revealed that the cultural layer was about twenty-
nine centimeters thick and the loess eleven centimeters thick
to the east of V5704, and the cultural layer was approximately
twenty centimeters thick to the north of V569d and the loess
disappeared entirely.

It was suspected that V569 would be the more productive
of the two trenches, so 1t was decided to attack the excavation
cautiously from the west along V570. V570a was to be lowered
to the~minus 125 centimeter below datum level {the thickness
of this level varied from twenty-two centimeters at the
southwest stake to seven centimeters at the northeast) with
the intention of abandoning this arbitrary level és soon as
a floor appeared, However, as shown in figure 13 , the floor
surface was very thin andbextended only partially into V570=z,
Therefore, it was not detected during the excavation. V570a
was taken down another twenty-five centimeters (a2) tc¢ the
minus 150 centimeter level below datum. The actual floor
surface méde its flrst appearance in V570c, which was the

next section excavated. All the remaining one meter sguares
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Trenches V569 and V570 - Stratigraphy
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in both_trenches_#ere subsequently lowered to this surface.
As in V570a, the floor surface and loess were only fragmentarily
represented in V5694 (fig. 13 ). Disappointingly, no features
were detected on thils surface and vo artifacts were found
in situ., The loess was subsequently entirely removed until
subsoil was reached.

Artifacts were assigned according to their horizontal
placement in the two trenches (ie a-e) and according to their
verticle positioning (1 - cultural layer; 2 - loess)., For
purposes of analyslis, the 107 sherds from the cultural layer
were grbuped together in Table 5 cf Appendix'1, 2s were the
eleven sherds from the loess. As ir pits V564 and V566,

Period V was represented most,consisting of almost fifgy
percent of the collecticn. Other interesting artifacts were:
a chopper from V570c, a broken drill from V57042, and three

chunks of carbonized vegetable matter from V570b2.

V572

As indicated by the original surface found in posthole
32, which was being drilled while excavation in the above
two trenches was belng completed, it was deemed worthwhile
to place a pit in the southern eXiremity of the site. The
pit was two meters square and had its northern-most stake
situated twenty-five meters from the datum along the 155°
line (See Map 1). As in the earlier excavations, it was
decided té employ arbitrary lcvels until natural stratigraphy

could be discerned, Level 4, comprised of the humus and the
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cultural layer, extended to:the plus seventy-five centimeter

level from the datum, ranging in thickness from twenty-nine

centimeters in the southern corner, to nine centimeters in

the northern. The huﬁus had a very high organic content and

was predominantly dark brown in color. A thin sandy yellow

wash separated the humus (1) from the cultural layer in

various places (fig.14 ). There appearsed to be two zoues

within the cultural layer itself. There was a thin light

gray zome (2) found just beneath the humus, but it was not

continuous throughout the pit. Bensath this zone was the dark

brown to black cultural layer founé throughout the site (3).
Level B, comprised almost entirely of the latter culturel

zone, extended from the plus seveniy-five centimeter level

to the original occupational surface. The one and only feature

discovered at thils site was situated upon this surface against

the southern wall. It was a fairly small U-shaped hearth

(fig. 15) dating to the Panther Lake phase, as demonstrated

by a Tchefuncte rim sherd lying in situ upon the hearth.

Carbonized organic matter was founiwithin the hearth and was
abundant throughout Level B.

Excavation continued in the northern half of thié pit.
Level C was an arblitrary level exXtending from the earlier
surface to plus fifty centimeters above datum, and was directly
followed uy Level D which extended from the base of C to tie
subsoil., Together these two levels comprised the whitish loess
natural layér. The loess in the southern half of the pit

was taken out as one layer - Level E. Two zones were also
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seen in the loess layer of Lévels ¢, D, and E, The top of the
1éyer (4) was 1light in color as a result of staining from

the cultural layer above. A very fine sandy loess wash (5)
appeared at the base of the deposit resting upon the clay
subsoil.

Period V was by far the most heavily represented period
in this pit, followed by strong Period IIA and II3B markers.
As expected, the percentage of Tchefuncte and Issaquena
diagnostics increased with depth. The pottery from this pit
and the various other excawations shall be dealt with in the
next section, Besides the organic remains alrsady refered to,
stone tools were also a prominent feature of V572, slmost all
of which were confined to Level B, Included in this category
were! an Alba point, an end-scraper, 2 scraper - chopprer, and
an unclassified scraper. A knife-like worked implement was

also found in Level E.

Prehistory From Ceramic Analysis

A total of twenty ceramic types comprising twenty-seven
varieties have been found at the Sardine Site, as well as
five additional types unspeclifiisd as to variety. 411l these
types and varieties, with the exception of Bell Plain varietiy

Greenville (Brain 1969:158) can be found in Phillips 1970:

23,238, No new varieties have appezred at this site. As this

‘thesis 1is concerned with the settlement patterns of the Bluff

88
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Area by first examining a single site and then expanding to
view the region as a whole, thls section shall differ somewhat
from the typical ceramic anslysis of a site report. The
pottery shall be utilized solely as a means of interpreting
when the site was occupied, and the relative intensity of
the various occupations (Refer to Table {1 , p. 6 ). The usual
discussion aznd classification of the geramic types and stone
artifacts shall not be dezalt with iIn this report as this
would not be in direct line with the purpose of this thesis,
and also that much of the information would be repetitious
of Phillips' 1970 work.

There was a total of 191 diagnostic sherds discovered
in the Sardine excavations which related to nine &f the
eleven phases set up for the Bluff Area (See fig. t , Pe 3 ).
This was an extremely small decorated sample for the amount
of excavation which occurred, but nevertheless, much valuable
information was obtained from these sherds.,

It was first necessary to determine whether the 19t sherds
constltuted a statistically valid sample. In other words, if
another portion of the site was to be excavated, would the
phases be represented in the same proportions as found in
the earlier exXcavations, or did the proportions in the earlier
finds occur by chance? The chi - square test was appropriate
for obtaining this sort of information. The ideal situation
for this test would be to correlate each phase with each pit,

but the small size of the sample4 prevented this type of

4 The sample had to be large enough so that no more than 207%

of the expected frequenciss were less than 5 (McCollough
et al 1963:97).
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analysis. However, groupingrthe various pits together and
testing the phase diagnostics as a singie sample (avpendix 1;
Table § ) produced a chi-square value of 405,25 for ten
degrees of freedomS. The proovability that such a large value
would have occurred by sampling variability is nuch less than
.001, In other words, the phase sample of 191 sherds was
a very accurate representation of what would be found 1R the
entire site was excavated. Using the veriod and phase markers
combined, the sample was large enough (859) sherds) so that
each period could be tested against each pit (Appandix 1;
Table % ). In this test the chi-square value furned out to
be 34,97 for nine degrees of freedom, again demonstrating
that the probability that the sample occurred by chance was
less than .001.

Now that the assemblages from the excavations have been
" shown to be statistically valld samples, each pit can be
analvzed and correlated to the other excavations. Pit V564
had a mere thirtrone sherds in level A, which was the only
level in the pit to have cultural imaterisal (Apne dix 13

Table 5 ). Three of these sherds, or rather 9.7% (fig,16 )Y

5 The Panther Lake phase was eXxtremely large because of the
inclusion of the Tcheifuncte variety or ronetuncte Plain,
Panther Lzke was the only phase which also was a2 veriod
untc itself (Periocd ITA). The plain sherds fouzad in tke
other phases (Vallev Park, Addis, etc.)'unfortunately
could .not be assigned to particular phasss, but only to
pericds. A more annrovrlate analysls mizht have bsen
just to select the decorated sherds of the Panther Lake
phase (ie 8 sherds),

6 Percehtages were calculated according to the number of
sherds in the pit and nect acceording to level or the total
collection from the site.
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were diagnostic of the Emerald phase, whereas the remainder
of the collection could iny be sorted according to period7.
Although every period was represented in Pit V564, it is
-obvlous that very 1little occupation occurred in this portion
of the site. The area was utilized most during Period V.
Pit V566 was a bit more complex as 322 sherds were

found there, seventy-nine of which were phase markers (Appendix

; Table 5 ). Looking first at the phase distribution (fig. 17),
6ne receives the impression of much disturbance. No apparent
distinction was perceived between the three lavers. The
percentages decreased directly with depth, but the.ratio
between the vhases remained approximately thzs sames, with
Issaquena and Hamilton Ridge becoming a bit more represented
in relation to Anna and Exerald, The appesarance of Panther
Lake diagnostics and a falrly strong percentage of Hamilton
Ridgé markers in the A level éuggests a great deal of distur-
bance. However, the period and phase markers combined (fig. 18),
which takes into consideration the much more numerous plain
varieties and tyves, does reveal a greater distincition between
the three levels, Level A was again mostly Period V with a
iairly strong percentage of Period IIB-III, whereas level X
demonstrated an increase in the latter and in Period IIA, and
an extremely marked decrease in Period V disgnostics. Level O
contalnea only Period IIA-III markers.

7 In this sort of analysis the variety Tchefun_ts of

Tchefuncte Plain had to be regarded as a period rather

than a phase marxer, as otherwise phase comparisons
would be ludicrous. -
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Trenches V569 and V570 (Appendix 13 Table 5 ) seem to
have been occupied”to the same degree during the early
periods (IIA - III) and Period V. This was revealed in the
combined phase - period diagnostics of g, - d1 and as = d2
(fig.- 19) which had a percentage ratio of Panther Lake
through Hamilton Ridge to Gordon through Anna of 46.5 to
46.5, or rather 1 to 1. 9.2% of the sherds from these trenches
were found below the aboriginal surface, obviously due to
some sort of disturbance which was not detected in the
excavations. The Gordon phase, as depicted in this pit, is
an interesting pnenomenou wunicn requlres Iurther eXamination.
Although this phase was only represenied by three sherds (2.4%),
2ll three belonged to different types and varieties (Evansville
Punctated, variety Wilkinson; Avecyzlles Punctated, variety

Dupree; and Harrison Bayou Incised, variety Harrison Bayou),

As in pit V566, pit V572 showed no real distinction
between levels A and B in terms of phase distribution (fig.2o ).
Level A had an exXtremely strong Anna representaticn and a
fairly strong Issaquena percentage. The ratio between these
two phases,as well as the Emerald ohase, remained the same in
level B, but Hamilton Ridge, Balmoral, and Gordon were no
longer represented. Sundown remained at about the same
percentage. Panther Lake, although not detected in level B,
reappeared in levels C and E with the same percentage as 13
had in level A, This was the only‘phase wnich appeared below
the floor surface. The period - phase percentages of each

level (fig. 21) gives a clearer picture of the structurs of
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the pit than does the phase markers alone., Period V was

- very strongly represented in level A and decreased markedly

in leVeﬂB, whereas the earlier periods decreased only slightly.

Levels C and E, both of which were below the zboriginzl

surface, were predominantly Period ITA throughn III, although

there was a small sample of Period IV and V cultural material.
A comparison of the phase markers from the four excavations

was remarkably similar (fig. 22), and various interpretations

were derived. Essentizlly, there appeared to have been three

intervals of intensive occupation divided by three periods

of abandonment, and/or sporadic éettlement. Panther Lake was

the first phase in which occupation occurred. It was followed

by an abandonment of the site during the emergence of the

Marksville culture in the valley. It is questionable as to

whether there was an actual abandonment between the Panther

Lake and Issaguena phases though. The lack of Point Leke

sites in the Bluff Area (See p. 125 ) suggests that the pure

Marksville culture never reached the hills, and that the

Tchefuncte culture remained on the bluffs while the wvalley

cultures changed. Although this was what probably happened

in prehistory, there 1s independent information which indicates

that the Sardine Site was abandoned for a significant period

between Panther Lake and Issaquena, The discovery of a

relatively undisturbed hearth which dated to the Panther

Lake phase and an original surface believed to be of this

age also, as well as the fact that the sherds relating to this

vhase were significantly larger than the sherds of subseguent
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phases, suggests that a cosiderable amount of time elapsed
5etween the 1ést occupation of the Tchefuncte culture and
the following Issaquena settlement. Occupation was much more
intensive during Issaquena and the subsequent Hamilton Ridge
-phase than 1t had been during Panther Lake, and there appears
to have been no noticeable occupational discontlnuity between
the two phases.However, during the Sundown phase, which marked
the beginning of the Coles Creek culture in the southern
portion of the valley, occupation dropped off markedly. There
was some settlement during the Sundown and Ballina phases,
but it was not until Balmoral and Gordon that the intensity
of occupation begen again., The site was utilized most in the
Anné phase. Occupation droppsd off during Emerald8 until by
the historic Natchez phase, the site was once again abandoned.
Figure‘23 again shows the relationship between the
various pits, but this time according to periods. The overall
trends remained the same with three peaks occurring, each
with a greater intensity than the one before it, and two
nme jor abazdoaments. The obvicus absence of Point Lake does
‘not appear in this analysis because the classes are entire
periods and therefore only indicate changes which occurred
throughout the period, a2nd not between particular phases. A
quick glance at this frequency polygon immediately raises the

guestlon &s to whether there were significant differences

8 The percentage of the Emerald phase was large in pit V564
becavse of the small number of sherds collected from
this pit.
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between the individual pits. Between Period IIB-III and
Period V there was a range of 19.9% and 27.7% respectively.
Even if pit V564 was excluded because of its small sample,
the range beiween the highest and lowest values was still
quite high = 13.3% and 23.0%. If these differences are
statistically valid, and not Jjust the result of sampling
variability, the variances could be the result of horizontal
stratigraphy., The chi - square test can again be used to
determine the significance, by testing each pit9 against
all the others for every period (Appendix 1; Table 8 ). For
Period IIA there was no difference.in the populations between
pits V566 and V572, and trenches V569-V570 and pit V572.
However, fhere seemed to be a significant difference betwzen
V566 and V569-V570, as the probability that Tae quaniity
variation occurred by chance was between .05 and .02. The
possibility that thesé results were obtained by sampling
variability was still tenable though, and the fact that V572,
which was a few meters from V566, was clcselyrelated to
V569-V570, supported this possibility. Therefore, it is
believed that during Period IIA the entire site was fairly
evenly populated with no area being Ifavored over another.

With the appearance of Period IIB-III, it was evident
that particular areas were favored over others. A significant

difference was apparent between V566 and V569-V570 and between

9 Pit V564 was excluded from this test because of the
small sample collected from this pit.
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V569-V570 and V572, but no difference between V566 and V572,
thereby suggesting that the people of Period IIB-III prefer%d
living on the southern portion of the site, The same trend
continued through Period IV, but during Perioduv the;e was

an even greater push towards the south. Not only was there

a significant difference between pit V566 and trenches V569-
V570, and plt V572 and V569-V570, but 2 significant difference
between V572 and V566 was also seen with the former having

a much greater occupation during this period. This is not

to say that the northern portion of thé site was not occupled
during Period II3 through V, or was utilized less than during
Period IIA, but rather that the concentration tended toward
the scuth with the passing of time. An observation of this
type concerning a small site such as Sardine may not be too
significant, but it is interesting, and when applied to large
sites and regions, the results can be very rewarding.

I have thus far resisted the temptation of discussing
the various artifacts, but a few words must be mentioned
concerning some interesting phenomena which came to light
during the ceramic analysis, The occurrence of iron oxide,
or rather red ochre, as a tempering ingredient was very
prevalent at ths Sardine Site., Phillips mentions that red

ochre often appeared in the Tchefuncte variety of Tthefuncte

Plain (Phillips 1970:163), but in sorting the sherds from
Sardine iﬁ‘became apparent that the iron oxide was neither
confined to just this variety nor to the Panther Lake phase

2lone, but was found throughout the periods and ran across
. o -



varietal lines, differding only in frequency. Table 3 1is a
tabulation of all the decorated phase dizgnostics ( 2 ) and
- plain period markers ( ¢ ) that were discovered on the site
and divided according to whether they contained iron oxide
or not., Because of the small number of decorated sherds,
there was again the problem of testing the. validity of the
phase sample, but the chl - square test could be applied to
the plain period diagnostics very effectively (Appendix 1;
Table 9 ). The possibllity that the ratio occurred by chaiice
between the sherds with iron oxide to the sherds without
for each period, was less than ,00t1, _
Figure 24 is a frequency polygon of Table 32 showing
the variance within and bétween the phases. The use of iron
oxide was most prevalent during the Panther Lake vhase, It
still appeared during the Issaquena phase, but 1t was not
until Hamilton Ridge that the percentage of iron oxide again
surpassed (but only slightly) the percentage of sherds
without this ingredient. The ratio between the two remained
the same during the Sundown phase, but the popularity of

iron oxide as a tempering agent was beginning to die out.
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It was not seen at 2all during RBallina and Ralmoral, but by the

Gordon phase it started tc resappear in the pottery. The iron

oxide was crushed to a much greater degree in the phases of

Period V as compared to the earlier phases,where the particles

were much larger., Although the percentage of the ceramics
containing iron oxide in Period V was not much lower than

the earlier phases when the total collection of decorated
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sherds was considered, an enormous difference existed within
the Period V phases. During the Anna phase the sherds with
iron oxide were outnumbered twenty to one. However, this
ratio decreased by the Emerald phase., Perhavs this tempering
materiszl was again beginning to rise in popularity.

The freaqueney polygon in figure 25 , taken from Table 3b ,
shows the broad changes in the perlods as indicated by the
undecorated sherds. The trends wers virtually the same as
indicated by the phases of figure 24 ., Ironm oxide was a
popular tempering agent during Period IIA, until 1t was
eventually surpassed by pottery without this ingredient
during Periocd IIB-III. By Period IV the use of iron oxide
was practiczlly extincit. During Period V fhere was a slight
rise in i%s popularity =gain, which finally died out when
the site was abandoned. The cultural events being observed
by this phenomsna are difficult to ascertain, but it certainly
was not just a freak accident that the phase (fig. 24) and
period (fig. 25) frequency polygons of this ingredient are
so similar, Before any theories can be derived, examination
of this temper from other sites in the region should be done‘o.

We might be witnessing a broad regional change over time, or

just a local variation.

10 A study of this sort is beyond the scope of this thesis,
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Conclusion

The study of the ceramics discovered at the Sardine Site
presented a general picture of what occurrsd on the site
with the passage of time. The entire assemblage, including
excavations, posthole survey, and surface collections, can
be seen in the freguency polygon of figure 26 . The phase

diagnostics (excluding variety Tchefuncte of Tchefuncte Plain)

were 12.,5% of the total collection (ie 1/8). Using a scale
1/10 the size of the sczle for the ohase-period markers
combined, the degree of correlation between the phases and
peribds ars renarkably similar. The relationship between

the earlier po

2

thole survey (See fiz. 10 p. 70 ) and the phase-

perlod markers from the entire collesction is also quite

striking:
Pariod Posthble Survey Phase-period
IIA 5 9.6
IIB-TII ' 17.5 ‘ 20.6
IV 10 | 745
v 67.5 62,4

Three periods of intensive occupation are readily seen.
Panther Lake was the first phase in which settlement occurred.
Distribution over the entire site was fairly even. At the
termination of this phase, the site was abandoned and was

not reoccupied until the Issaguena phase. The southersportion

of the site was favored more cduring the Issaguena and subsequent
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Hamilton Ridge phases, and occupation was much more intensive,

Period IV was characterized by a general depopulation,
Occupation did occur, but only sporadically, end the southern
section of the sife was favored as during Period IIB-III.
Intensity of occupation began again during the Balmoral
phase, and continued through Gordon until 1t reached a peak
during the Anne phase. During this last period (V), the
prefeféd area of settlement moved even further south, even
though the entire site still continued to be utilized.
Settlement rapidly dropped off in the following Emerald
phase until by the historic Natchez phase there was no

occupation at zll.



Chapter 4

Settlement Patterns in the Bluff Area
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A general view of the cultural history of the Lower
Mississippil Valley has now been dealt with, along with an
intense examination of the prehistory of a specific site
within the Bluff Arees. With this bHasic background, it is
now possible to expand our research to sxamine the entire
Bluff Area between Vicksburg and the southern Mississippil =-
Louisiana border (Map 2). This arez is very extensive, and
thus it was impossible to survey the entire region in a
single field secason. The survey was therefore designed to
sample particular scological zones winich appear throughout
the Bluff Area, and derive conclugions for t;e entirs
region based upon this sample. There were four different
ecological zones apparent in the area: narrow ridges, broad
relatively level plzins, tributary flocdplains, and the

1

Mississippi floodplain at the base of the bluffs, The firss
three zones were divided on a more specific level, 2s to
whether they were interior or extarior locations in relation
to the Mississipoi floodpiain. If the zones were situated
in close proximity to the Mississippl floodplain, they were
eXterior locations., If they were situated inland away from
the vallzy, they were considered interior zones,

The regions included within St. Catherine's drainage,
combined with the hroad flz2%t plains surrounding the village
of Pine Tidge, essentially consvitutiad the interior zones
surveyed. .An intensive survey was also made along the edge
of the bluffs, and the Mississipp! floodplain below, from

14’1

Vicksburg to the southern Mississippi - Loulsizna border.
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As seen in Appendix II - Table 12, the number of sites of
fhe interior ZOnes approximately equaled the amount from

th

@

exterior. The survey was therefore probably a relatively
unbiased study of the two regions., There was also another
.reason for the intensive investigation of the exterior
areas. It was known that the Misslssippli River played a major
role in the valley concerning the interaction between cultures,
and presumably 1t also eXercised a similar role for the
cultures that existed upon the bluffs. Hence, it was expected
that the influence of the Mississippi River would be manifested
in the seitlement patterns. This could best be exemplified
by studying the settlementis along the bluff edge.

" Over two hundred sites were discovered as a result of
the 1971 survey, only half of which are dealt with in this
thesis. This.is because many of the sites could not be sorted
according to phase. Those which could be zssigned to one or
mnore phasss are listed in Appenaix II. For each of these
sites, its location and cultural importance are discussed.
Most of the sites were of minor councern, either because
-they actually were of minor importance in prehistory, or
because the surface collections made were too swmall to dexrive
any conclusions, It is this last possibility which undoubtedly
greatly effected the survey results, Sites which were villages
at one tiwne would not have bsen duiected, had they pressently
been under pasture. One c¢r two sherds might have been found
indicating the phase in which they were occupied, but the

extent of the occupation would be unknown. Fortunately, quite
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'a few sites were discovered which had significantl;
assemblages, and could be classified as major sit
particular phases1. These sites are discussed z2lonz with
the others in Appendix II, and the collections mads from

each are enumeratsd in Appendix II - Tables 13, The

w

seven sites (Windsor, Foster, International Papar,
Sauvage, Feltus, Ratcliffe, and Pumpkin Lake) listed had

been excavated in part during the field season. The remalning
twelve sites were surface collections, and are lilsted

according to their quadrant number.
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Essentlially, the purpose of this sectlon is
the changes in settlement patterns in the Bluff Arsa by
comparing the regions occupled duriag the pariticular phases,
For each phase, 2ll components will be discussed exd %he
major sites will be isolatedz. A study of the ecological
preferences (interior or exterior, ridge or fleodpisin, etce)s.

- s

including the relationship of the settlements to the Kississippi
river and its tributaries, will the: ensue. Due to ths fact

that St. Catherine Creek was the only interior drainzge
adequately surveyed, the results from this investigzation

must serve as the model for the othsr tributaries. Included

1 Pyramidal mound sites and villeges are what I would
term sites of major importance, but burial UOUﬂSS
and cemetsries have also been distinguished o.. the

varlous maps.



118

within this group are the Big Black River, Bayou Plerre,
Coles Creek, Falrchilds Creek, the Homochito River, and

the Buffslo River.

Peleo - Indian Era

(From Appendix II - Tsble 10)

Period IV
Brown's Folly (26-K-i6)

(Ses Hap 3)

It was suspected at ths commencement of the survey
season that the Paleo - Indian Tra would have a fairly
strong represéntation in the Biuff irza, Uafortunately this
did not occur. Only one site was found which could definitely
be assigned to this era. Brown's Folly (26-K-16) possessed
a large quantity of lithics, %Hwo of which were finely made
Quad points dating to Periocd IV of ths Paleo - Indian Era.
The site itself was situated cn the interlor floodplain of

2 Due to the varying colleciting condltions, the number
of major sites listed in this thesis 1s probadbly a gross
underestimate, but hepefuliy this urnderestimation is
constant between phases, so that the conclusions on a
relative basis are accurate.
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~ St. Catherine Creek, but thié—ecological_positioning cannot
be expanded upon to formulate theories concerning the

settlement patterns of the Paleo - Indian cultures.
Meso - Irdian Era

(From Apperdix II - Table 10)

Period I

Brown's Folly (26-K-16)

Bullhead Bayou (26-K-66)
Period II

Nall (25~L-3)

Bryandale (26-X=56)

Ellis (27-X-3)

Birch (27-K-T)

Rocking TT (27-K=18)
Period III

Newsome (25-L-11)

Corrsl Ridge (26-K-10)

Birch (27-XK-T)

Bat Ridge (27-XK=9)
Unspecified

Perguson (25-L-1)

Solo (26~L=5)

Hog Yaller (26-K-21)

(See Man> 3)

Unfortunately, the number of sites discovered relating

120

to the various periods of the Meso - Indian Era also does not

shed too much light on the naiture of this era. The sltes
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appear to have been concentrated upon the lower reaches of
the interior drainages. There were quite a few exceptiounus
to this though. Solo (25-L-6) and Bryandale (26-X-56) were
bothr located at the headwaters of the interlor drainages,
while Newsome (25-L-11), Pumpkin Lake (26-K-88), Ellis
(27-X~3), Birch (27-X-T7), and Bat Ridge (27-K~9) had no
relationship at all to these tributarles. As seen 1in Appendix
IT - Table 12, there was no rezl distinction between the
interior and exterior areas., They seem to have been occupiled
to the same degree. However, there was one notable distineticn
éoncerning the ecological zones the Meso - Indians preferrsd
to 1live upon. The interior broad level arsas were avolded
in favor of the level areas along the edge of the bluffs.,

Differentiation between the three periods of the Meso -
Indian Erz could not be made, because of the small sample.
A guick glance atMap 3 and Appendix II-Table 12, readily
demonstrates that no one area or ecological zone was preferred
in any one period. The distribution seems to have been fairly
constant through time, A larger sanple 1s necessary before

this hypothesis can be defended though.

Neo - Indian Era

Period I - Poverty Point Culture
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(From Appendix II - Table 10)
Hall (25-L-3)
Jamison (26-X-35)

(See Map 4)

The Poverty Point culture, being a bottomlands phenomenoﬁ,
was not expected to be found to any great extent in the Bluff
Area. These predictions held true, with the exXception of
two sites, The Jamison Site (26-K-35) had a rather tenuous
Poverty Point component., It is recorded in the Lower Mississippi
Survey files that the ownmer of the land had a collection of
objects, some of which dated to Period I of the Neo - Indian
Era, However, the context of these objecté was rather
questionable. The Nall Site (25-1-3) was the only true
vaerty Point site discovered, It was ideally situated on 2
terrace of Coles Creek adjacent to the floodplain of the
Mississippi River. The matsrial agaln was in the possession
of the owner, but the>information presented concerning its
discovery established better contextual control. From what
is known of the Poverty Point culture, it sesems reasonable
that other sites of this period would be found as a result
of a more 1lntensive survey where the vafious tributaries

émerge from the bluffs,
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Panther Lake Phase

(From Appendix II - Table 10)
Villages: Armstrong (27-K-16)
Minor: Cassell (25-L-19)

Sardine (26=K-=70)
Bat Ridge (27-X-9)
Platean (27-X-17)
Rocking TT (27-X-18)

(See Mzp 4)

In the transition from the Meso - Indian Era, a definite

change in settlement patterns occurred., Period I is only

124

superficially reopresented in the Bluff Area and was undoubtedly

of very short duration. A temporal continuation probably
existed in the transition from Period III of fhe Meso -
Indian Era and Period II of the Neo - Indian Era (ie Panther
Lake phgse). A comparison between Maps 3 and 4 demonsirates
the preference of exterior regions over interior ones during
Panther Lake (Also see Appendix II - Table 12), St. Catherine
Creek zppears to have been entirely abendoned, whereas the
floodplain and overlooking ridges of the Homochlitto River
gained in importance. The discovery of a large number of

Tchefuncte Flaln sherds, variety ITchefuncte, from a surface

collection made at the Armstrong Site (27-K-16), suggested

that this site may‘have been a viliage during the Panther
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Lake phase. The discovery of'two other Panther Lake sites

at the junction of the floodplains of the tributaries and the
Mississipoi River's floodplain indicates that this ecological
zone weas the most important habitat during thiérphase. The
tabulations in Appendix II - Table 12, suppoft this hypothesis,
but the sample still is quite small.

Point Lake Phase

The Point Lake phase, which marked the highlight of
the Marksville culture in the Tensas Basin (Williams et al 1966),
was virtually nonexistent in the Bluff Area, Only one site
offered of what might be classified a Peint Lake dilagnostie,
and this was a single Marksville cross-hatched rim sherd
Zdiscovered at the CatledgelSite (25-L=20), Similar sherds of
this varlety were found along the eastern margin of the
Yazoo Basin (Brain - personal comrmunication) and in the hills
of northwestern Louisiana (Toth - personal communication).
Therefore, it is possible that a marginal representation of
the Marksville culture 1is being depicted. Due to the singular
nature of this find and the great abundance, both in terms of
site and ceramic numbers, of the following Issaquena phase,
I belleve it 1s more probable that the Catledge Site was
an Issaquena component, The Point Lake phase thersfore would

not exist in the Bluff Area3.
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Issaguena Phase

(From Appendix II - Table 10)

Villages: Yokena (24-M-1)
Cassell (25-L-19)
Schuchs (26-X-32)

Villages and Burilal Mounds:
Prasier (25-L-4)
Pumpkin Lake (26-K-88)

Burial Mounds:
Grand Gulf (24-L-18)
Bates #2 (26-1--9)

Minor: Stuck (24-L-21) ' Big Janmes (26-K-37)
Windsor (25-L-15) Ireltus (26-K~42)
Catledge (25-L~-20) Junkin Ridge (26-K-43)
Centers Creek (25-L-=25) Sardine (26«X=70)
Fatherland (26-X-2) Hamilton Ridge (27-X-4)
Stoveleg (26-K-12) Shieldsboro {27-X-15)
I.2., (26-x-18) Po'Folk (28-J-7)

Rands (26-K-29) Solo (26-L-5)

Greenlavn (26-K~30) .
(See HMap 5)

The Issaquana phase was marked by a significant
population increase. Villages became more common and, for
“the first time, burial mounds appeared in the Bluff Area.

3 One will notice that all the Zrequency polygouns of
the Sardine revort and Appendix II leave space for
the Point Lake phase. There seems to have been a temporal
continuation between Panther Lake and Issaquena, but
as there is still room for doudbt, I have included Point
Lake in the analysis.,
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The démographic alterations wers also accompanied by areal
and ecological changes in the settlement patterns. On an
areal basis the Homochitto River, which had been so important
during the Panther Lake phese, was all buf abandoned during
Issaquena, The main emphasis shifted to the tributaries to
the north. The Big Black River had the village of Yokena
(24~M-1) located nearby; Bayou Plerre possessed an important
village site - Cassell (25-L=-19) - and a burial mound -
Grand Gulf (25-L-18); and St. Catherine Creek had numerous
minor sites located upon the lower reaches of its drainage.
Coles Creek was probably the nmost important tributary during
this phase. Located near where it emerges from the bluffs
were thrée burial mound sites - Bates #2 (26~L-9), Frasier
(25-L~4), and Pumpkin Lake (26~K-83) = all of which probably
(the latter two definitely) had accompanying village sites,
as well as two additional sites of minor 1mpoftance. This was
2lso the first phase in which occupztion was detected south
of the Homochitto RiVerA.

Whereas the occupations during the Panther Lake phase

were essentially concentrated around the confluence of the

4 This is not to say that this reglion had not been utilized
during the preceding phases and periodsg, The survey
was limited to the edge of the biuffs in this region
and the interior floodplain of the Buffzlo River was
not examined at all.,

é
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Mississippi River floodplaiﬁ and the major tributaries,

with a preference for settling slong the floodplains of

the latter, all ecological zonres became popular during the
Issaquena phase. As seen 1n Appendix II - Table 12, eleven of
the sites were situated in the interior regidns while ten
were located along the exterior peripheries, No one ecologiceal
zone was more popular in comparing the interior and exXterior
elther, The ridges, floodplains, and broad flat areas were
occupied to the same degrese inland and along the edge of

the bluffs. The broéd levels seem to have been the preferred
occupational arezs. It is interesting that this was the

first time that this intsrior ecological zone was employed

to any great extent, One would have thought that land with
gently rollirng hills would be selected over sharp narrow
ridges, but previously this had not been the case.

It is difficult to hypothesize what was actually happering
during thié phase on the basis of surface collections,
Obviouély, as revealed through the changes in settlement
patterns, 2 cultural change had occurred. The enormous increase
in sites also suggests that the population had inereased too.
The latter mey have been the result of a change In subsistence
"patterns, but it could also have resulted by the influx of
new people., The cultural change observed in the settlement
patterns supports this last conjecture. ?he evidence suggests
that people were moving up from the valley carrylng with them
2 hybridized form of the Merksville culture, but this cannot

be proven untll more excavatlon has taken place.
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Period III

Hamilton Ridge Phase

(Prom Appendix II - Table 10) -

Villages: Bull Ridge (26-K=47)

Villages and Burial Mounds:
Centers Creek (25-L-25)

Minor: Yokena {(24=M-1)
FPermland #2 (24-M-11)
Bayou Plerre (25-L-25)
Feltus (26-K-42)
Bullhead Bayou (26-K-66)
Sardine (26-K~70)
Gordon (25-I.-2}
Hamilton Ridge (27-XK-4)
Shieldsboro (27-K~15)
Smith Creek (28-J-3)

(See Map 6)

Hémilton Ridge, a phase of the Troyville culture
resulting from Deasonville influences among the already
established Issaquena culture, was marked by a signifipant
population decrease. For a while I toyed with the theory
that perhaps this was a2 cultural overlap with the Issagquena
peoples, possessing spatial rather than temporsl distinciions.
This theory could not be supported by the evidence though,
Pive of the elevern sites listed under the Hamilton Ridge
phase were occupied during Issaquena, one of which (Centers

Creeks) @eveloped into a village, thus implying continuilty.
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The depopulation could have been arguel as a ceramlc rather
than a cultural phenomenon, were it not for the faect that
the componerts of the following Sundown phass also indicated

2 demograrinlc regression from the widely populous Issaquena

-phase.

As seen in Map 6, there was no concentration of sites
in aby one area, but a few ecological observatlons can be
made., Although the interior and exterior reglions were occupled
to the same degree (Appendix II = Table 12), the three
ecological zones were not used to a similar exXtent,; as during
Issaquena., Along the edge of the bluffs the brozd level
land was the most popular area chosen for settlement with
the‘ridges and floodplains playing secondary roles, but in
the interior the floodplains were cf mejor importance while
the level land was ignored. The rolling hills surrounding
the village of Fine Ridge, which supported three Xkaown
Issagueng sites, one of which wés a village, was abandoned

during the Hamilton Ridge phase.

5 I have placed the coanstruction of the burial mound
at Centers Creek within the Hamilton Ridge tvhese,
because of the exXtremely high vercentage of Hamilton
Ridge dlagnostics. It could however, have been built
during the Issagquena phase.
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Period IV

Sundown Fhage

(From Appendix II - Table 10)

Pyramidal Mounds: Feltus (26-K-42)
Villages: Casseil (25-L-=19)

Bull Ridge (26-X=47)
Villages and Burlal Hounds:

Ellis (27-K=3)

Burial Mournds: Smithfield (25-L-17)
Minor: Farmland #2 (24<M-11) '
Farmland #1 (24=3-.12)

Centers Creek (25-1-=25)
Bayou Pierre (25-L-26)

Sardine (26~K=T70)
Pumpkin Lake (26-K-883)
Shieldsboro (27-K-15)
Smith Creek (28-3-3)

(See Map 7)

Sundown was a very important phase in the prehissory
of the Bluif Area, for it was at this time that the transition
from burial mounds to pyramidal mounds was beginning to ocecur.
As the Coies CreeX culture was develbping in the Tensas Basgin,
a notable geograpnical change occurred which greatly effected
the subsequent cultural development of the Bluff Arse - thn
Mississippl River abandonsd the Walnut Bayou meander belt
which 1t had occupied during Stagevio, and established a new

meander belt on the eastern margin of the valley close to
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the bluffs (Fisk 1944:43)., The course illustrated in Hap 7
was Stage 11 of the Mississlppi River, as reconstructed

from plate 22, sheets 11, 12, and 13 of Pisk's volume. This
same course is used in this thesis for the Ballina and
Balmoral phases as well (Maps 8 and 9)., This channel surely
did not remain stable throughout the duration of the Coles
Creek period, but I am falrly confident that Stage 12 occurred
during the Gﬁrdon phase, and Stages 13 and 14 during Anna,

I believe that the earliest courses in the new meander belt
were not picked up in Fisk's analysis, due to destruction

by the later channels. However, Stage 11 was probably very
similar to what the actual courses were, and the cultural
history for the Coles Creek period can be discussed in terms
of this channel stage.

In comparing Sundowvn to the earlier Hamllton Ridge
phase, there appzars to have been a2 direct continuation.
Eight of the twelve sites occupled during Hamilton Ridge
continved to exist as components.of the thirteen discovered
Sundown sites (Appendix II - Table 10 ). Eowever, a shift i
settlement patterns was beglnning to occur. Centers Creek
(25-L-25) decreased in importance at this time, whereés
Bull Ridge (26-K-47) remazined fairly stable. The Cassell
Site (25=L-19) became a village, and burizl mounds were
conétructed both on the Mississipsni floocdplain - Smithfield
(25—L-17) - and on the bluffs overlooking the valley - Ellis
(27-XK-3). Hence, the important sites were shifting away

from the interior regions, and the broad level exXterior
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bluffs were becoming bthe most popular scological zone,
This phenomsnon is demonstrated in Appsndix II - Table 12,
The exterior sites cutnumbsred the interior sites nine to
four, whereag in the sarlisr Hamilton Ridge phéée, they
were essentially ecual in number.

This dramatic shifit in emphasis was undoubtedly the
result of the change in course of the Mississippl River.
A comparison of the distribution map of Hamilton Ridge
(Map 6) and Sundown (Map 7) demonstrates that the only
site occupied along ths bluffs during the former phase,

which subsequently came into close contact with the

ot

Mississippl River when it 2bandoned the Walaut Bayou meander

belt, was the Feltus Site (26~K-425. This is a very important
fact, for it was during the Sundown phase that the first

mound congtruction §ccurred at Feltus. The Coles Creesk

culture was bsginning to take root in the Bluff Area, bdut,

as seen by the burial mounds which were still being constructed,

the Troyville culture was still thriving in the Bluff Area,.

Bz21lina Phase

(From Appendix II - Table 10}

Pyremidal HMounds:
Henderson (26-K=4)
Feltus (26-K-42)
Smith Creek (28-3-3)

Villages:

Cassell (25-L-19)
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Bull Ridge (26-K=4T7)
Mazique (27=K-1)
Shieldsboro (27-K=15)

Minor: Yokena (24-~M-1) Village Sauvaze (26-K-22)
Windsor (25=L=15) Sardine (26-K=-70)
Smithfield (25-L~17) Gordon (26-=L=2)

Bayou Pierre (25-L-26) Po'Folk (28-J-10)
KBS (26-X-17) Papa's (28-3-10)

(See Map 8)

The Ballina phase was characterized by the continuation
of a trend which began during Sundown. The site which becane
most important during Sundown (ie Feltus) as a result of
its .proximity tb the Mississippl River, continusd to grow
in importence, as seen by the second construction stage of
the pyramidal mounds during the Ballina phase., However,
those sites of the Troyville culture which grew up along the
exterior region during the Sundowrn phnase to take advantage
of the Mississippl River (ie Cassell, Smithfield, 2nd Ellis),
decreased radlcally in importance during the Ballina phase,
wlth E11lis being abandoned altogether.

- The Ballina phase can best be described as the time at
which the Coles Creek culture rushed into the Bluff Area,

The process had started during Sundown, and it had comfortably-
- molded itself to the region by the Balmoral phase, but Ballina
was the phase during which the acculturation was occurring
with greatest rapidity. It was also an interval of large

mound construction., It has been mentioned that Feltus (26-K-42)

had. its second mound construction during Ballina, and it was
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during this phase too that the enormous earthworks at Smith
Creek (28«3-3), which had been but a minor occupation
during Sundown, were constructed. This was the first time
that the regions to the south of the Homochitso River
_supported populations of notable sizes.

The At Last Site (28-J-12), a village of zappreciable
size during the Ballina phase, developed undoudbtedly as a
result of the Mississippi's contact with the bluffs at the
gouthern limit of +the survey area. According to what appeared
to be occurring during this phase, a pyramidal mound complex
should have bsen built at this location., Thls was not the
case however, and so other factors, independent of the course
of the Mississippi, had 1o be examined, It soon becane
obvious that the reason why construction 4id not occur
was dve to the nature of the terrain. A fairly sizeable
village could be maintained upon the plateau At Last was
situated upon, but it was much to small to support a2 mound
complexXx. An area ten miles to the north (ie the location of
Smith Creek), was found to be much more suitable for this
center. The independent factor cf the terrain of the bluffs
was very lmportant throughout the entire reglon. The river
often came very close to the bluffs, but 1in many cases there
were no apparent cultural reactions, probably due to the
inhospitatle nature of the land., However, on the map of the
Ballina phase (Map 8) the river came into contact with two
arsas wnich could have supported a mound complex, or at

least a sizeable village - the mouths of Bayou Plerre and St.
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Catherine Crsek. The laijter zrea probably did have 2 mound
complex during thls phase. The Linwocd Site, a flat-topped
pyranidal mound twenty-eight feet in helzht, was reported
to kave been situated in this region (MHoorehead 1932:160}),
but our survey unfortunately falled to locate the site.

The area around the mouth of Bayou Pierre 1s another questlon
altogether. I could not discover an ecological explarnation
as to why this area was ignored, especlally as 1t became so
important in later phases. Possibly cultural reasons,
unbeknownst to the archeeologist, wsre the independent
factors.

He heve thus far only been examining the exXterior region
of the Bluff Arsa for this was the most important region
during the Ballina phase, but interesting changes were also
occurring within fhe interior. As seen in Appendix II -

Table 12, the interior was employsd to the same extent as

the exterior arecas, but of course the occupationg were of a
much more minor nature, The ridges and floodplains were the
two ecological 2zones selected most for settlement, with each
having about the same popularity. However, the three interior
village sites, with the sxception of the Bull Ridge Site
(26-K-47); were all situated upon floodrleains,

Two interior slies have somewhat guestionable histories.
The Mazizue Site (27-K-1) had, 2long with its three mounds.
strong Bsllina and Balmorsl components, as revealed in a
collection of sherds hastily examined at LSU of Baton Rouge,

The mounds could apply to the Ballina phase, but because of
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the greatvinterior population increase in the subsequent

Balmorel phase, I feel that the Mazique Site was Just a

village'during Bzllina, This assumption of courss cannot

be defended without further investigatlon of this site.

‘The Henderson Site (26-X-4) is another serious problem.

In the survey a few sherds were found around the mound,

of
only one which was dlagnostic of a phase, and the phase

was Ballina, As a result of this, I felt compelled to place

the Henderson nmound within the B2llinz phase. It is my

belief however, that the Ballina phase was the initial

strong dispersal
mostlyralong the
tion, It was not
were belng built

was just limited

of the Coles Creek culture6 and was felt
exterior reglon, in terms of mound consitruc-
untlil the later ﬁalmoral phase that mounds
along the interior floodplains. Even this

to Mazique and Henderson though.

6 The nature of the dispersal is difficult to discern.
There night have been direct migrations, but it seens
moxre probable that the acculturation cccurrsd zs a
result of heavy contacts on an economic aund perhaps
religious level. -



Balmoral Phase

(Prom Appendix II - Table 10)

Pyramidal Mounds:
Feltus (26-K-42)
Mazique (27-K-1)
Smith Creek (28-J-3)
Villeges:
Cassell (25-L-19)
Bayou Pierre (25-L-26)
Ratcliffe (26-K-46)
Bull Ridge (26-K-4T7)
Gordon (26-L-1)
At Last (28-J~12)

Minor: Glass (24-M-2) Missed Once (26=X~33)

Brown (24-=M-14)

Ferguson (25-L-1)
Wirdsor (25-L~15)
Beesley (25-L-16)
Smithfield (25-L-17)
Centers Creek (25-L-25)
Stockyard (26-K-=9)

Susie B, West (26-L-11)
Stoveleg (26-K-12)
Village Sauvage (26-K-22)
Pinecrest Place (26-K-=31)

Sylvan Glade (26-K-49)
Sardine (26-K-~70)
Emerald (26-L-1)
Hamilton Ridge (27-K-4)
Hutchins Ridge (27-K-5)
Birch (27-K=-7)

Bat Ridge (27-K-9)
Shieldsboro (27-X=15)
Plateau (27=-K=1T7)
Flat-Top (28=J=6)
Dooley (28-3-9)

(See Map 9)

The Balmoral phase was the hallmark of the Coles Creek
culture in the Bluff Area. As seen by the large number of
sites as compared to the Ballina phase, it is evicaent that

a great increase in population was occurring during this

142
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phase. The demographic increase which appeared during the
Issaquena phase was explained‘by the influx of people from
the valley (See p. 129). This movement was suggested by the
complete change in settlement patierns, but this was not

what occurred during the Balmoral phase. A continuation

from Ballina to Balmoral is clearly evident. Mound construction
had stopped at Peltus (26-K=42), but ths site still supgported
a large population who were undcubdtedly using the mounds
(Appendix II, p.230 ). Swith Creek (28-J-3), although having
a slight decrease in population as indicated by the ceramics,
also continued to be utilized as a ceremonial center7. The

ma jor Ballina villages of Cassell (25-L-19), Bull EKidge
(26-K=47), and Mazique (27-X-1) continued to grow during
Balmoral, with the 1a£ter protably developing into a mound
compleX., The only eXception to the continuation of thes major
sites was the Shieldsboro Site (27-K-15), As seen in Appendix
II, page 240, this site decreased markedly in importance
durling the Balmoral phase, Continuation between these two
phases was also illustrated in the develoﬁment of newvillages
‘during Balmoral. Two of the three village sites (Bayou Pierre-
and Gordon) had been minor occupations during Ballina,
Rateliffe (26-K-46) was somewhat of an anomaly, for it appearsd

as a village with no previous occupation at the site.

7 Assuming that this was the purpose of the various
mound compleXxes.,
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The population increase during Balmorzl cannot then
be explained by the influx of new people. It is more probable
that this demographic change was the result of a change in
subsistence vatterns. The Coles Creek culture developed and
spread in the southern half of the Lower Mississiprpl Valley
with Tropical Flint as its principle staple (See p.i44 ).

This cultigen was probably firmly established in the Bluff
Area durlng the early phases of the Coles Creek period.

It is possible that the more dependable Northern Flint (See
P.45 ) was belng introduced to the Bluff Area during the
Balmoral phase (Brazin - personal communication), which would
account for the population increase.

As demonstrated abové, there was a great similarity and
continuity between the ssttlement patterns of Ballira and
Balmeral, but some new trends were 2lso occurring in this
later phase. As seen in Appendix II - Table 12, the ratio
between the interior and exterlior settlements remained the
same, each of which doubled in size during Balmoral, However,
the prefered. ecological zones changed somewhat, The interior
remained essentlally the same with the ridges and flocdplaians
selected most for settlement, but the increase in occupation
along the exterior reglon was felt mostly along the ridges.
However, ridge settlements 1n both the interlor and exterior
were essentially minor sporadie occupations.

In sum, the Balmoral phase was a time when the Bluff
Area had become z2cculturated economically (as shown in the

increase in sites) arnd socially (showun ceramically and by
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the layout of the mound compleXes) to the Coles Creek

culture. The fiow of the Mississippi River ran in approximately
the same course as during Balllina, and so the major sites

of PFeltus (26-K-42) and Smith Creek (28-J-3) retained their
importance. However, the interior drainages gained in'impor-
tance with the development of the villages of Bayou Plerre
(25-1-26), Gordon (26-L-2), and Ratcliffe (26-K-46) in the
respective floodplains of Bayou Pierre, Coles Creek, and

St, Catherine Creek. The construction of interior ﬁound
sites may also have been instituted during this phase, with
Mazique (27-K-1) along Second Creek and possibly Henderson
(26~-K-4) upon the floodplain of St, Catherine Creek.

Gordon Fhase

(From Appendix II - Table 10)

Villages:
- Gordon (26-L=1)

Minor: Glass (24-M-2) 7 Ratcliffe (26-K-46)
Windsor (25-L-15) Bull Ridge (26-K-47)
Big Perry (25-L-23) Serdine (26-X-70)
Bayou Pierre (25-L-26) Hutchins Ridge (27-K-5)
Fatherland (26-K=2) La Grange (27-K-13)
Brown's Folly (26-K-16) Shieldsboro (27-K-15)
Village Sauvage (26-K=22] Arnstrong (27-K-16)
Schuchs (26-K-32) Smith Creek (28-J-3)
Big James (26-K=37) At Last (28-3-12)

Feltus (26~K-42) (See Map 10)
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An extreme demographic ¢hange occurred during the
Gordon phase, The number of sltes decreaséd from thirty-
three to twenty, but more significantly, it was the larger
sites which felt the severest depOpulatiOES. The nmajorxr
pyramidal sites of Peltus (26~K-42) and Smith Creek (28-J-3)
were reduced to minor settlements during this phase, as were
the Balmoral villages of Bayou Pierrs (25-L-25), Ratcliffe
(26-K~-46), Bull Ridge (26~-K=-4T7), and At Last (28-J-12), The
only site which maintained its village status was Gordon
(26-1L=-2).

As seen in Map 10 and Appendix II - Table 12, there
seems to have been a shift in emphasis from the exXterior
to the interior region. Wﬁereas during Ballinz and RBalmoral
the ratio of interior to exterior remained essentially the
same, with the latter area being more important in texms
of major sites, the iﬁterior sites began to surpass the
exterior occupations during the Gordon phase. But more
importantly, there was 2 significant diminution in the size
of the groups over the entire Bluff Area., The elements which

caused this vast degeneration of the Coles Creesk culture in

8 It has been suggested (Brain - personal communication)

that the ceramics of the Gordon phase were actually

just poorer specimens of the ceramics used at the major
centers., In thils manner, the Gordon phase would have
been indicative of spatial rather than temporz2l distinc-
tions. The evidence does rot support this hypothesis
however, for the populatiocn decrsase is not ouly evident
at the major centers, but also at the villages.



149

this drea are not known, but a few hypotheses can be offered.
Oh an ecologicél basis, 1t can be demonstrated (See Map 10)
that the Mississippi River, in its Stage 12 channel, was
moving awa; from the bluffs at Peltus (26-XK-42) and Smith
Creek (28-J-3). This explains why these two sites were

becoming less 1lmportant during the Gordon phase, but it does

5
[0}

not explain the entire regional degeneration. The development
of the Hississippien culture to the north might serve to
explain the circumsiances better. The Anna phase marked the
interval of intense Mississippian contact with the Bluff
Area, but undoubtedly a certain smount of contact occurred
during Gordon., Had the initial meeting of the two cultures
beeﬁ of an unfriendly nature, 1t is probable that the people
of the indigencus Cocles Crzek culture would have rapidly
been subduedvby the stronger Mississippian peoplesg. There
is no archaeologicsl evidence to support this theory, but
the shift in the settlement patterns of the Blﬁff Area

suggests that a major depopulation and cultural change was

in process, and at an accelerated tempo.

nra

9 The earliest liississippian contact in the Yazoo Basin
seems %o have besen peazceful (See p. 48), but this
does not necsssary infer that contact was of 2 similar
naturs in the Bluff Aresa.



Period V

Anna Phase

(From Appendix II - Table 10)

Pyramidal Mounds:

Yokena (24-M-1)
Windsor (25-L-15)
Bayou Plerre (25-L-26)
Anna (26-K-1)

Foster (26-K-3)
Emerald (26-L-1)
Gordon (26~L=2)
Shieldsboro (27-K=15)

Villages:

Fatherland (26-K-2)
Village Sauvage (26-X-22)

Pinecrest Place (26-K=31)

Schuchs (26-XK-32)
Ratcliffe (26-K-46)
Bull Ridge (26-K-47)

Minor: Willy (24-1-20)

Stuck (24-L-21)

Relief (24-L-22)

Glass (24=-M=2)

Hard Days Night (24-M-10)
Ferguson (25-L-1)
Frasier (25-L-4)

Petit Gulf (25-L-10)
Coosell (25=L-19)

Big Terry (25-L-23)
‘Centers Creek (25-L-25)
Trinity School (26-K=7)
Stockyard (26-K-9)

Junkin Ridge (26-K-43)
Wilson (26-K-44)

Twin Oasks (26-K-50)
Bryandals (26-X-56)
Morrell (26~K-60)
Sardine (26-K-70)
Pumpkin Lake (26-K-88)
Williams (26-L-4)

Sour Apple (26-L-6)
Mazique (27-K~1)

Hutchins Ridge (27-X-4)

Bat Ridge (27-X-9)
Whitetall (27=-K-11)

150
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Susie B, West (26-K-11) Forgot (27-K~12)

Stoveleg (26-K=-12) Armstrong (27-K=16)
Morrison (26-K-14) Plateau (27-K-17)
Brown's Folly (26-K-16) Rocking TT (27-K-18)
KBS (26-K=17) Garden of Eden (27-XK-22)
Fort Farine (26-K-23) Smith Creek (28-J-3)
Jamison (26-K-35) Buena Vista (28-J-5)
M,T, Seale (26-K-36) Plat-Top (28-J-6)
Missed Onece (26-K-38) At Last (28-J-12)

Feltus (26-K-42) (See Map 11)

There seems to have been a direct continuation from the
Gordon to the Anna phase. Of the nineteen minor sites
occupied during Gordon, three became pyramidal mound sites
- (Windsor, Bayou Pierre, and Shieldsboro), five became
villages, nine maintained their minor status, and two were
abandoned in the subsequent Anna phase (Appendix II - Tablel!0).
The Gordon Site (26-L-2), the only site which had been a
~village during the Gordon phase, had its mounds constructed
during the Anna phase. In addition to the continuation of
the Gordon phase siltes, forty-one new sites appeared during
Anna, four of which were mound complexXes (Yokena, Anna,
Foster, and Emerald), one was a village (Pinecrest Flace),
and the rest were of minor importarce,

Examining first the sites along the exterior region,
1t 1s apparent that the locatlon of the meajor settlements
during this phase, like the earlier Coles Creek phases, were
dependent ﬁpon the flow of the Mississippi River. Stages 13

and 14 were probably in exisitence during the Anna phase. The
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major mound complexXes of Yokena (24=M-1) and Windsor (25-L=15)
were constructed where the riﬁer came in contact with the
bluffs, Anna (26-K-1) developed at =2 location equidistant
from the ends of a large meander locp upon the only level
.1and along the bluffs in this area, The Shieldsboro mounds
were constructed where the Homochitto emerged from the bluffs.
This was the area closest to the confluence of the Homochitto
and Mississippl Rivers where it was possible thet a2 large
mound center could be built,

The important elements common to all the mound complexes
enumerated above were their great size, in comparison to the
egarlier Coles Creeck mounds, 2nd in thzair ccntroi of the
Interior drainages. They were all slituated in positions of
easy accegs to both the Mississippi River and its tributaries.
The layout of the mounds for each site is also of some intersst.
During the Coles Creek period, the malor sites of Feltus
(26-K-42) and Smith Creek (28-J-3) had mounds arranged in a
triangular pattern with the largest mound situated on the
edge of the bluffs, facing generally east. Yokena (24-M-1),
‘Windsor (25-L-15), and Shieldsboro (27-K-15) retained the
three-mound triangular pattern (although the mounds were much
larger ané farther apart), whereas the Anna Site (26-X-1) was
constructed with even further elabcration., Six of the eight
mounds were arrangsd on a plateau with the largest mound (M3&,3)
located on the edge of the bluff facing scutheast, and the
second largest (Md.6) situated due east of Md.3. The smaller

mounds were arranged along the fringes of the plateau, Windsor's
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largest mound (M&.A) also faced towards the east, whe T'as
Yokena's faced towards the west, The Shieldsboro mounds
were too far destroyed to be able to tell which was the
largest, Whether the layout of the mounds represented
.cultural differentiations is a moot point, but this sort
of information cannot be derived from the available data.

Although the exterior region was most important in
terms of major mound coupleXes during the Anne phase, the
interior was employed to & similar degree. Twenty-nine sites
were discovered in the interlor as compared to thirty along
the edge of the bluffs, O0f the six major village sites of
this phase, 211l were situated in the interior, as well as
four additional smaller mound sites. Three of the latter
sites followed the same pattern as the large mound compleXes,
in thet they were positioned at the confluence of the two
ma jor branchés of the inland tributaries. The only interior
mound site which did not fit this pattern was Emerald (26-L-1),
However, 1its proximity to the oldest known land route in the

area (the Natchez Trace), might serve to explain its position-

- ing. The interior mounds, with the exceptlon of Emerald, were

located on the floodplains of the tributaries, but thié was
not the case with the villages. They were evenly distributed
throughout the three ecolcgical zones., This was the first
phase since Issaquena that the broad level interior bluffs
were occupled to any great extent., Essentially, the interior
floodplains and ridges maintained the most popularity in terms

of the number of sites though.
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In sum, Anna was the phase during which the Flaguenine
culture had reached a maXimum. The influence was felt over
the entire Bluff Area but, as during the phases of the Coles
Creck period, the exterior region was most important. Large
mound sites grew up in positions of easy access to both the
Mississippl River and its tributaries. The control of the
water routes also determined the location of the smaller
interior mournd complexes, which were constructed where the
two main branches of the tributaries dlverged. The population
had creased markedly during this phese, as illustrated
by the erormous increase in villages and total sites. There-
fore, 1t is apparent that a2long with the cultural alterations,
there also occurred a change in subsistence which brought
about such a radical demographlc change. It was prodbably
during this phase that the Northern Flint, bean, and squash
complex of the Mississipplans was intensely employed in the

Bluff Area.

Emerald Phase

(From Appendix II - Table 10)

Pyramidal Mounds:

.~ Glass (24-M-2)
Fatherland (26-XK-2)
Foster (26-K-3)
Ratecliffe (26-X-46)
Emerald (26-L-1)



Villages:

Internaticnal Paper (26-X~18)

Village Sauvege

Cemeterics:
Ring (24-E=5)

Minor: Willy (24-L-18)

Stuck (24-L-21)

Yokena (24~}-1)
Perguson (25-L=1)
Windsor (25-L~-15)
Cassell (25-L-19)

Big Perry (25-L-23)
Bayou Pierre (25-L-23)
Trinity School (26~X=7)
Stockyard (26-X-9)
Stoveleg (26-K-12)
Brown's Folly (26-K-16)
Fort Farine (26-K-23)

(26-K~22)
Bull Ridge (26-X=47)

Greenlawn (26-K=30)

156

Pinecrest Place (26-K=31)

Schuchs (26-K=32)
M.T, Seale (26-K=36)
Feltus (26-K=42)
Wilson (26-K-44)
Bryandale (26=K~56)
Dump (26-K=-58)
Morrell (26-K=860)
Sardine (26-X-70)
Fumpkin Lake (26-X=-388)
Mazique (27=K-1)
Shieldsboro (27-XK=15)

(See Map 12)

The Emerald phase was marked by a great alteration in
settlement patterns. It was during this phase that the
large mound complexXes built and used during Anna weze
abandoned, Anna (26-K-1) itself, as well as the Shieldsboro
Site (27-X~15), completely lacked an Emerald component, and
Yokena (24~M-1) and Windsor (25-L~i5) were reduced to minor
settlements., However, this disintegration was only characteristic
of the mound sites along the exteriocr region, With the exception
of Bayou Pierre (25-L-26), which was only sparsely occupled,
and Gordoﬁ (26~L-2), which was abandoned aitogether, the mound

complexes that were bullt during the Anna phase in the interior,
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continued to thrive during Emerald. Fatherland (26<K=2) znd
Ratcliffe (26-X-46), both of which had been villages during
Anna, had their mounds constructed during the Emerald phase,

and Foster (26-K-3) =21nd Emerald (26—L-1)10

were buillt up
to an even greater degree during this later phéée.

Thus, although it is evident that there was a change
in regional emphasis during the Emerald phase, it is also
obvious that a direct continuation existed from the Anna
phase. Of the thirty-five sites discovered relating to the
Emerald phase, 211 but four had been occupied during Anna,
Only one large mound complex (the (lass Site 24-}-2), which
had been but a minor occupation during the Anna phase, was
constructed along the exterior regilon during Emerald., The
reason why this center came into being can be illusitrated
in ecological terms. By the Emerald phase, 1t is suggested
that the Mississippl River again changsd its course, and weas
flowing in its Stage 15 channel. Had this bsen the case, the
shift would have left the Yokena Site (24-~¥«1) many miles
distant from the banks ¢f the Mississippi (Compare Maps 11

and 12). Glass however, still remained closes to this source

and so Yokena was abandoned in favor of the latter.

13 It is interssting that the nound layout at the Emerald
Site during this phase was very rsuiniscent of the
Arna Site. The artificial plateau 2% Emerald was not
only alligned in an east-west direction, but the
largest mound (Md.AQ was positioned at the western
eXtrenity of the plateau facing east towards the
smaller M3.B. Around the edgs of the plateau were
constructed smaller nmounds as at the Anna Site.,
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A glance at Map 12 demanstrates that there wers two
distirct areas of occupation during the Emerald phase., One
division was comprised of the Big Black River - Bayou Pierre
drainage systems, and the other was the St, Catherine Creek
area, There seems t0 have been a split from the widely
spread Anna phase occupations, with a squeezing in on the
above two arsas leaving the intermediate zone vacant,

The two divisions, although having the same cultural
affinities, were characterized by different settlement
patterns (Appendix II - Table 12). The northern group was
8111l oriented %o the exterior reglon., Of the eight sites
situated within and north of the Bayou Plerre drainage, four
were situsted on the floodplain of the Mississippl River.
Only three sites were dliscovered in the interior region11.

In contrast, the southern division was completely interiorly
oriented during the Emerald phase. Twenty-one of the twenty-
seven siteé of this division were situated inlarnd. The ridges
were mést popular in quantitative terms, as they supporited
two villages, one mound complex, and eight minor occupations,
but most of the major sites were located on the floodplain

of St. Catherine Cree There were only six sites discovered

11 Survey was rather limiied ianteriorly in this area, bui
the disintegration of the Bayou Pierre Mound Site
(25-L~-26) during this phase provides additional supvort
that the interior was of minor lmportance in the northern
division. ' '
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along the exterior region wﬁich pertained to this phase,
2ll of which were of minor importance.
It is fairly obvious that the Plaquemine culture,
which had been so strong during the Anna phase;'Was degenerating
du rald, The Misslissippi River had beén of primary
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importance in the spread of the Mississippian and in the

formation of the Pleguemine culture, but with the decline of
the latter, the river began to lose its significance in the.
south, The i1nterior 2zone around Natchez had developed to
such a degree during Anna that 1t was able to»sustain the
widespread Plzguenmine degeneration during the Emerald phase.
This southern area in fact contlnued to develop its own
regional form of the Flaquemine cﬁlture. The northern division
never a2titained the amount of interior developmernt during
Anne , which charscterized the region to the south. It still
remwained essentlelly oriented to the Misslssippl River,
During the Eperald pnase this area still maintalned a viable

eXlistence ut the collapse of thrse mound compleXes of the

o’

previous imma phase (Windsor, Yokena, and Bayou Pierre)

foreshsdowsd the future developments in the northern division,

By the historic Natchez phase, thls region was almest entirely



161

Natechez Fhase

(From Appendix II - Table 10)
Pyramidal Mounds:

Fatherland (26-K-2)
Foster (26-K-3)
Ratcliffe (26-K-46)
Emerald (26-L-1)

Villages:
Village Sauvage (26-K-22)

Cemeteries:
Burthe (24-1-6)
Nall (25-L=-3}
North (26-K-68)

Historic: Thoroughbred (26-K-T74)

Minor: Ferguson (25-L-1) Port Farine (26-K-23)
Trinity School (26-K=7) Greenlawn (26=X=30)
Stockyard (26-K-9) Wilson (26-K-44)

I.F., (26-K-18) . Pumpkin Lake (26-K-88)

(See Map 13)

The events of the Emerald phase foreshadowed the nature
of the subsequent Natchez phase. With the sole exception of
the historic Burthe cemetery (24-M-6), in the northern
division of the Bluff Aréa, there was no occupation in this
region. This abandonment was suspected though (See page 160 ),

The southern division (St. Catherine Creek's drainsge)
which had continued to develop during the Emerald phase, 2lso
Wwitnessed a marked degeneration during the subsequent Natchez

phase. Of the thirteen Natchez aboriginal slites in this region
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(excludingrthe two cemeteries), all had -been occupied during
Emerald, but itwelve Emerald sites had been abandoned,
indicating a population decrease. The four major mound
conplezes of Fatherland (26-X-2), Foster (26-K-3), Ratcliffe
"(26-K-46), and Emerald (26-L-1) continued to be used, but
there was no longer any evidence of mound construction,

In terms of settlementvpatterns, there wes no apparent
change (Appendix II - Table 12). The interior floodplains
were still of primary importance in terms of major sites,
and the interior ridges were the most popular ninor settlement
areas. The eXterior region was agéin largely avolded, with
the'exception of a small group which had settled around the
confluence of Coles Creek and the floodplain of the Mississippi
River. All of these areas and ecological zones showed z marked
decrease in terms of occupation though, indicative of =2
population decrease. The causes for this reductlon are not
difficult to discern. The presence of European disesases,
combined with the cultural turmoil resulting from the complete
breakdown of the Missiséippian culture toAthe north (great
‘mobllity of warlike tribes), probably were the agents of
degeneration of the powerful Emerald phase groups in the S%.

Catherine Creek drainage.
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Conclusion

Throughout prehistory the Bluff Area was continually
influenced by the movements of peoples and idsas from all
directions., It was mostly effected by the cultural developmenis
which ermanated from the valley below. The rapidity of cultural
change was greatly enhanced by the movement of the Mississippi
River to its present meander bel: along the base of the bluffs,
but even without this medium, the process of culture change
had been prevalent.

Not much can be said of the Palec - Indian Era, as only
one representative site was discovered, It s location upon
the lower reaches of a minor tributary, combined with the
finding of seven Meso - Indian sites in the same regilon,
suggests that this was the most popular area for settiement
in man's early prehistory in the Bluff Area.

Period I of the Neo = Indian Era was sparsely repressnted
in the Bluffs, indicating that thers was probably a temporsl
continulty between the Meso - Indian Era and Period II of
the Neo - Indian Era. Panther Lake, characterized by the
Tchefuncte culture, was found mostly in the floodplains of
the minor tributarlies as they emerged from the bdlufis. The
heaviest Panther Lake occupation seems to have been along
the Homochnitto River, whereas in the earlier eras the smaller
tributaries like St. Catherine Cresk were generally more

popular.



The Point Lake phase of the Marksville culture probably
was absent in the Bluff Area, and a temporal continulty
between Panther Lake and Issaquena existed. There appears to
have been a major cultural break, implying the influx of
new people though, as shown by the site increase and the
great change in settlement patterns. Burlal mounds were
introduced for the first time and, although the exterior
region was still of minor importance, the interior area
was utilized to a much greater degree. The popularity of
the various ecological zones remained ccnstant between the
interior and the exXtericr, with the level plains belng the
zone most commonly chosen for settlement.

Period III, representzd by the Hamilton Ridge phase in
the Bluff Area, was characterized by the blending of the
Deasonville culture from the east with the indigenous
Issaquena culture, resulting in the hybrid Troyville culture.
Accompanying this phase was a drastic population decrease,
The interior and exterior were occupied to the same degree,
as during the Issaquena phase, but the popularity of the
ecological zones differed betwesn the the two areas. The

level plains remained popular along the sdge of the bluffs,

165

but the floodplains were the areas most selected for occupation

in the interior region,
The Sundown phase, 2lthough listed under Period IV of

the Coles Creek culture, was probably related closer to the

Troyville culture in terms of settlement patterns. Essentially,

it was the transition between the two periods. During thils
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phase the Mississippi River -abandoned the Walnut Bayou
meander belt and moved to its present pdsition beneath the
bluffs. In reaction to this event the exterior region became
more important, as evidenced by the appesarance of villages
and the construction of burial mounds along the edge of the
bluffs, The first introduction of the Coles Creek pyramidal
mound also appeared during thls phase at the Feltus Site
(26-K=-42),

The Ballina phase was characterized by the intense
radiation of the Coles Creek culture into the Bluff Area,
The exterlor region felt the impact most, as ﬁajor pyramidal
mound compleXes were constructed at those polnts where the
Migssissippi River and the bluffs came in contact. Although
the main emphasis was dirscted to the exterior area, the
interior was occupied to the same degree in terms of site
numbers. However, the inland occupztions were mositly of a
minor sporadic nature,, and were found to an equal extent
along the floodplains and upon the ridges. It 1s possible,
but not probable, that the mound ccamplexes of HMazigue (27-K-1)
and Henderson (26-K=4) were also ccnstructed during this
phase.

The Bluff Area had been totally acculturated to the
Coles Creek culture by the Balmoral phase. The population
had increzsed immensely, probably due to the introduction of
Northern Flint. Construction of the major mound centers had
stopped, but they still continued to be used during Balmoral,

The interior began to play a much greater role as villages



and probably mound compleXes developed. In terms of settle=~
ment; the Bluff Area weas very_homogenoué. Large populations
were found in both the exterior and the interior; and both
regions were occupled t0 The same eXtent. The preferred
ecological zones Were different between the two areas though.
As the number of settlements increas=d 1n the interior,

the rise was equal between the floodplains and the ridges,
but in the exterior region the increase was felt largely
upon the ridges.

The Gordon phase was characterized by a widespread
population decrease. A1l the major mound complexes died out,
as did 21l the villages In the Bluff Area, with the exception
of the Gordon Site (26-L-1). The movenment of the Mississippi
River away from the major mound compleXes serves 1o explaln
the decline of the exterior region, but the degeneration of
the entire ares is somewhat of a mystery. Possibly the manner
in which the southward flowing Mississlippian dulture was
transmitted in the Bluff Aresa, might account for the general
cultural collapse.

. By the Anna phase the Plaquenmine culture had reached

1ts peak in the Bluff Area. The populatlon had increased
enormously, undoubtedly the result of the development of

the corn-bean-squash compleX, As in the earlier Coles Creek
pericd, rzjor mound centers develored where the contemporary
channel of the Mississippi (Stages 13 or 14) came in contact
with the bluffs. The centers were positioned in such a marner

that they not only had easy access to the Mississlippi River,
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but they also controlled the interlor drainages at locations
where the tributaries divided into two large branches.
Although the mound centers were oriented to the waterways,
this was not the case with the major villages. They were all
situated in the dnterlor, a2nd were evenly distributed over
the three ecological 2zones.,

The Emerald phase was characterized by the beginning of
the widespread degeneration of the Flaquemine culture, with
two dlvisions occurring as the result., A northern group, still
heavily dependent upon the Mississippl River, were essentially
oriented to the exterior region. A southern group, of the St.
Catherine Creek drainage, had developed to such a2 great
degree interiorly during the Anna phase, that the collapse of
the Plaquemine culture to tke north influenced the region
only minimelly. Settlement Wés almost entirely confined %o
the interior in this area, with the major mound sites and
villages belng situated upon the floodplains., The wvarious
mounds, which had been constructed in this ares during the
Anna phase, were built up during Emerald, as wsll as the
creation of new mound sites.

The trend which began in Emerald, continued in the
following Natchez phase. The northern division of the Emerald
phase continued to degenerate until it was virtually abandoned
during thz Fatchez phase, The soutiern division continued to
eXigt with the same setilement patterns, but the ﬁopulation
had decreased markedly. The presence of European dliseases and
mobile warring tribes reduced this once exXtremely powerful

populous area to this unhappy position.



Chapter 5

Conclusion
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This thesis haé thus far dealt with three Interrelated
éubjects in a'fairly disjunct manner, In Chapter 2 a brief
prehistory of the Lower Mississippi Valley was presented.
Cultural changes, in the form of technological and economical
. innovations, were dea2alt with quite heavily., The medium by
which these changes came about, whether by migration or
diffusion, was also discussed. Chapter 2 was not meant to
be an intensive study of the prehistory of the valley though,
but rather a general background to aid the reader in compre-
hending the more detalled chapter concerning the settlement
patterns in the Bluff Area (Chapter 4). The Bluff Area, which
consists of the loess hills along the eastern margin of the
Miséissippi Valley between Vicksburg and the southern
Mississippl - Loulsiana border, was coastantly influenced
by the cultural events occurring within the valley. The
prehistory of the Bluff Area was reconstructedAin this thesls
by the study of the settlement patterns1. The relatlionship of
different ecological zones to the various phases and periods
was eXamliaed, and the prehistory of one site in particular,
-located on an interior ridge, was intensely investigated in
Chapter 3 - the Sardine Site (26-K-70). This concluding chapter

is designed to draw together the three areas thus far dezlt

1 Obviously there is much more involved to cultural change
than just examining where people decided tec place their
homes, and so this thesls by no means pretends to be the
last word on the subject.
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with, and to compars and contrast their cultural histories.
The Sérdine Site was situated within the Bluff Area, which in
turn was a part of the Mississippl Valiey. The same genersl
cultural %rends should be manifestsad in 2ll three areces.

The Paleo - Indian Era was not seen at the Sardine
Site, and only one representative site was discovered in the
Bluff Area, It is believed that this era ﬁas characterized
by a great deal of aboriginal movement though, and so the
lack of sites only tends to support this hypothesis. Small
groups of men follewing the eXtinet Plelstocere herds would
not leave too much evidence of their existence behind,

Towards the end of the Palso - Indian Era and leading
into the Meso - Indian Era; the valley was eXperiencirg a
marked increase in population, Significant economic changes
began to occur. The eXtiaction of ths Pleistocene mega-fauna
madé it necessary for man to place a greater emphasis upon
other food sources., Sources which did not move around gquite
so nmuch as the Flesistocerns mega-fauna. Whether the shift in
subsistence patiterns was direcitly respozslidle for the popula-
tiorn increase 1s a moot point., This demographic rise was also
quite apparent in the Bluff Area during the Meso - Indian Era.
Most of the sites were concentrated upon the lower reaches of
minor tributaries,-where man was undoubtedly taking advantzage
of the slow noving waterways as a means of obtaining food.
The absence of a Meso ~ Indian cccupation at the Sardine Site,
which is quite distant from any large flow of water, further

demonstrates the lmportance of the riverines system during
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the Meso - Indian Era.

There was a direct contlinuztlion in the valley 1in the
transition from the Meso to the Neo - Indian Era, but the
continuity is not as readily seen in the Bluff Area., It has
been shown (See p. 30) that the Poverty Point culture was
an outgrowiih of the Meso - Indian lifestyle in the valley,
but Poverty Point was essentially a bottomlands phenomenon
and never influenced the Bluff Area to =zny great extent.
Instead, a temporal continuity probably exXlsted between thé
Meso - Indian Era and Period II (Panther Lake phase) of the
Neo - Indian Era. We have seen (Sze p. 35) that the Tchéfuncte -
Lake Cormorant cultures appesred in the valley from the
eastern uplands, but whether these cultures developed indigen-
ously among the lMeso - Indians living on the bluffs is a moot
point. In terms of settlement patterns, there appears to have
been a culitural break. The minor tributaries were abandoned
in favor of the larger onss (especlally the Homochito River),
and thé eXterior region became of prime importance during the
Panther Lake phase, Previously the intsrior and exterior had
been occupisd to the same degrse. The only site situated
within the interior during Panther Lake was the Sardine Site,
which had a fairly significant representation of diagnostics
relating to this phass (fig.26). Thus, in terms of settlement
patierns, the Tehsfuncte culture in the Bluff Area appears
to have been as great an intrusion as it was in the valley.
Its origiﬁs must be much farthe: to the east.

The Marksville culture appeared in the valley as the



result of Illinois Hopewellian contacts. Although much more
éxtensive thaﬁ the Poverty Point culture, it was similar
in its orientaztion to the river systems. In this manner, it
remeined essentially a bottomlands phenomenon in the Lower
‘Mississippi Vallay and influenced the Bluff Area vey 1little,
if at 211. However, with the growth of the Issaquena culture,
which was & hybridized form of the Marksville and irdigenous
Tchefuncte cultures, the Bluff Area was effected greatly.
Settlement patterns on the bluffs changed markedly during
the Issaquena phase, The Homochitto River, which had been
of such irportance duriag the Panther Lake phase, was abandon
in favor ¢f the other tributeries to the north. The interior
and‘exterior regions were occupied to the same degree, with
the broad level plains belng the most preferred ecological
zore for occcupation., The interior ridges were also quite
popular during Issaquena, and this situation was reflected
at the Sardine Site by a fairly high percentage of Issaquena
diagnostles (See fig.26). Along with the change in settlement
patterns came 2 great increase in the number of sites. A
"population increase 1s indicated, and the introduction of
burial mounds to the Bluff Area during the Issaquene phase .
suggests that this culture was brought into the bluffs by the
influx of pesople from the valley.

Period ITI was characterized in the valley by 2 gereral
regression. In cultural terms this appears to be the case,
but it has been shown (See p.39) that this period was very

important zconomically. It 1s believed that maize agriculture
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ves being developed during this period, which subsequently
l1aid the foundation for the futurs growth of the Coles Creekx -
Mississippian cultures. The Yazoo Basin and the areas to the
nortn were demonstrating a great population increase during
Period III, but the Hamilton Ridge phase of the Bluff Areaz,
along wilth the Indizan Bayou and Marsden phases of the Tensas
Basin (Phillips 1970:compare figs, 444 and'445), was demonstrat-
ing Jjust the bpposite. Change during the Hamilton Ridge phase
was essentially manifested in cultural degeneration and
depopulation., There is no evidence supporting the development
of agriculture during this phase.

It hzs been suggested that the Issaquena culture appeared
in the bluffs as a result“of_migration, but the changes which
occurred durlng the Hamilton Ridge phase seem to have been
mostly of an indigenous nature. Deasonville influences from
the northeast infiltrated into this area, eventually hybrid-
izing thelssaquena culture into Troyville, but there is no
evidence of actual movements of people. Settlement patterns
remeined bhasically the same, zs many of the Issaquena sites
continued to be occupied during the subsequent Hamilton
Ridge phase, but a shift in the preference of certain ecoleg-
ical zones was indeed begimming to occur. Although the broad
level areas of the exiterlor region remained popular, as during
the'Issaguéna phase, the floodplains and ridges gained in
popularity interiorly. This shift in emphasis from the level
plains of the interior to the ridges is manifested in the

archasology of the Sardine Site (fig.26). Although a regioual
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depopulation was occurring during Hamilton Ridge, this phase
had a greater representation at Sardine than the earller
Issaquena phase, thus dsmonstrating the increasihg popularity

L

cf the ridges.,

As the northern and Central subdivisioné of the Lower
Mississippi Valley remained fairly stagnent at the beginning
cf Period IV, great changes were occurring to the south.

The Coles Creek culture bsgan to develop in the Tensas Basin,
as represented by the Sundown phase. This early development

was not felt to any great extert in the Yazoo Basin, but it

was in the Bluff Area. The Sundown phase in the Bluff Area
occurred at about the same time thuat the Mississippl River
shifted from the Walnut Bayou meander belt to 1ts present
position along the sastern mergin of the valley. Villages

and other settlements began to crop up along the exterior
region in reaction to this event, and the effects of the

Coles Creek culture began to be felt in these settlements.

The Tréville culture still persisted, as shown by the continued
construction of burizal mounds, but the construction of pyramidal
mounds at the Feltus Site (26~K~-42) indicates that the Coles
Creek culture was beginning to take root in the Bluff Area.

The rise of settlements along the exterior region caused even
severer deponulation within the interior. The Sardine Site
demonstrates this demographic change excellently (See fig.20).
Although the site was occupled during the Sundown phase, the

occupation could only have been of very minor significance.
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The same general trend bontinued at the Sardine Site
and within the interior during the subsequent Ballina phase,
The main emphasis still remained along the exterior regilon,
for it was during this phase that the large Coles Creek
nmound complexes wWere being constructed at locations where
the Mississippi River came 1in contact with the bluffs. Large
villages were also developing in areas of easy access to the
Mississippl, as the Coles Creek culture was becoming firmly
implanted in the Bluff Area. It was at this time too that
the Lower Yazoo Basin fell under the Coles Creek culture,
as shown by the Aden phase, The areas to the north were
effected very 1littlzs by the Coles Creek culture, but a new
development, known as the Mississipplan culture, was starting
to take root.

The econonic foundation of the Mississippian culture
was the Northern Flint maize variety. Belng much more dependable,
and less eéologically limited, than the Tropical Flint of thé
Coles Creek culture, it was undoubtsdly responsible for the
great 1ncrease in population which began to occur in the north,
qontemporary with the late Coles Creek culture 1in the south.
Rorthern Flint was obviously not restricted to a single
culture though, as it was probably during the Balmoral phase
of the Bluff Area that this cultigern started to spread iato
the Coles COreek culture. By this thase, the'cbles Creek
culture had molded itself to the Bluff Area. Although the
main emphasis, in terms of settlement patterns, was still

along the exterior region, actual rourd construction appears
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to have terminated. The introduction of{Northern Flint
caused 2 population increase which was felt equally in both
the exterior and interior regions. Although the ridges of
the exterior region felt the increczss most, the population
.increase within the interior was divided betwesn the flood-
plains and the ridges. At the Sardine Site the occupation
rose somewhat during the Balmoral phase, but not to any
great degree., Had this site been a true representation of
wnat was actually occurring on the interior ridges, the
percentage of the Balmoral phase would have been somewhat
higher,

The end of Period IV was charaectsrized by the commencement
of the Misgsisslippian expansion intc the reglons of the Coles
Creekx culture. In the Yazoo Basin this eXpznsion was represented
by the latter half of the Crippen Point phase. At this time
the actual mbfement of small groups of people from Cahokia
into the Coles Creek territory'occurred. The méeting of the
two cultures was seemingly peaceful in the Yazoo Basin, but
in the Bluff Area the picture 1s not too clear. The Gordon
. phase, contemporary with Crippen Point, was characterized by
a vast depopulation, Not only were the mejor Coles Creek
mound complexXes of Feltus (26-K-42) and Smith Creek (28-3-3)
virtually abandoned, but there was a significant diminution
of the size of the groups ovaer the ertire Bluff Area. It wag
during tais phase that the inierior began to play a greater
role in terms of settlements. This shift in emphasis was

exhibited at the Sardine Site by a2 marked occupation Iincrease.



(See fig.26). The collapse of the major mound sites has
been shown to'be partly the result of a shift in the course
of the Mississippi River (See p.149), but the reason for the
vast regilonal depopulation is much more complex. I have
‘suggested in this work that the initial reception of the.
Mississippian culture in this region might have been of a
hostile nature, which may perhaps account for the otherwise
mysterious collapse of the Coles Creek culture in the Bluff
Area. |

Periocd V of the Neo - Indian Era was essentially
characterized by the great eXpansion of the Mississippian
culture, It was during this period that the Mississippian
culéure broke out of the confines of the valley and sprezad
over most of the Southeast. Influence in the Southern subdb-
division of the Lower Mississippl Valley resulted in the
Plaquemine culture, which was essentially Mississippianized -
Coles Creek. As represented by.the Winterville phase in the
Yazoo Basin, the Routh phase in the Tensas Basin, anrd the
Anns phase in the Bluff'Area, the Plaguemine culture was
"exXtremely well - developed at its peak. The Anna phase was
characterized by an enormous population increase, undoubtedly
due to the intensive utilization of the malze-bean-squash
complex, which formed the economic base of the Mississippian
culture to the north, The interior and extefior Were occupiad
to the same degree and, although the exXterior region wes
most important in terms of major "ceremonial centers", the

interior reglon was utilized to a much greater extent than
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it ever had been before. The ridges were the most preferred
oécupational aiea during this phase, and the Sardine Site
demonstrates this excellently (fig.26). The floodplains
were the areas most selected for the construction of small
mound complexes though and, like the major centers along
the exterior rsgion, the interior mound groups were constructed
at strategic locations in control of the waterways.

A second major push of the Misslissipplan culture brought
the northern-most areass of the Plaquemine culture under the
Misslssippian domain. The Flaguemine culture began to retract,
and there was somewhat of a breakdown in the uniformity
eXhibited during the previous Auna phase. The Emerald phase
was éharaterizad by a spatial division of the Bluff Area.

The northern area, concentrated around the Bayou Plerre -

Blg Black River drainéges, was totally oriented to the
Mississippi River, as shown by the concentration of settlements
along the exterior region. On tﬁe other hand, the southern
division of St. Catherine Creek's drainage was totally
oriented 40 the interior region. The reason for this dichotonmy
was that the southern divislon had become extremely well -
developed interiorly during the Anna phase, wherecas the
northern division did not. The squeezing in on the above two
areas was also accompanied by 2 marked population decrease.
This diminution was reflected in ti.z prehistory of the Sardine
Site, Wwhere occupation during the Emerald phase was only 1/6
of what it had been during the previous Anna phase. Although

Emerald was not as impressive as the earlier Anna phase, it
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¢ertainly cannot be considered a degenerate culture thoughu
In the St. Catherine Creek area the culiure was eXtremely
viabley, as indicated by ths great amount of mound construction
going on. Nevertheless, future dsgeneratlon was being fore-
shadowed during this phass.

The historic Natchez vhase was not rebresented at the
Sardine Site, 2 site which had occupational evidence of
every phase of the leo = Indian'Era, with the exception of
Point Lake. This gives some idea of the magnitude of the
degeneration which occcurred during the Natchez phase. By the
period of intense historic contact, the Lower Mississippi
Valley supported only rermnants of the once powsrful groups.
European diseases undoubtedly tookx a large toll of human
lives, and the eXtremely mobile warring tribes also contributzd
to the regional depopulation. The only area which maintained
some semblance of strength was the St. Catherine region of
the Natchez phase. Likxe the rest of the valley, this area
remained culturally identical to what it was during the
Emerald phase, with the major change being of a demographic

nature.

Although 1t cannot be expected that the history of a
specific site would reflect the total history of a local
area, or that the local area would represent an entire
region, it has been shown in this thesis that the overall
trends of a region are indsed reflected in the cultural
history c¢f a particular area and 2 site within that area,
The high representaticn of the Panther Lake phase at the

S
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Sardine Site and the small percentage of Balmoral markers
‘are anomalous t0 what was occurring in the Bluff Area overall,
Just as the depoopulation in the Hamilton Ridge énd Gordon
phases of the Bluff Area cannot be explained through analogies
. With the rest of the ¥Mississippl Valley. This does not mean
that the analysis was wrong though, for cultural history
is never reflected uniformly over an entire region, or even
a particular area. The overall trends do conform remarkably
though, thus demonstraﬁing that the study of settlement
patterns can be an excellent device in the interpretation

of culture history.
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Combined
EXcavations
Phases £, £ (fgf’

Panther Lake B4 |17.36 (245,19
Point Lake O [(17.36} 17.36
Issaquena 10 |17.36 3,12
Hamilton Ridge 15 117.36 .52
Sundown 2 [17.36] 13.59
Ballina 1 |17.36] 15,42
Balmoral 7 |17.36 6.18
Gordon 8 117.36 5.05
Anna 54 [17.36] T77.33
Emerald 11 |17.36 2.353
Natchez 0 [17.36] 17.36
Total 191

196

Table 6

Chi-Sguare Test of the
Validity of the Phase
Diagnostics Sample

for 10 degrees of
freedom, x* = 406.25

Probabllity <.001
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Tgble 8

Chi-Sguare Test of Assemblages
~Between Pits and Periods

Period IIB - III
Pit/Trench % £ (ﬁgff x* | Probebility
V569 - V570 35 |48.5 [3.76
V572 62 |48.5 |3.76
Total 97 7.52 | .01 = ,001
IV
V566 21 |15 | 2.9
V569 - V570 8 [14.5 ] 2.9
Total 29 | 5.8 ] .02 = ,01
V566 21 | 27 |1.33
V572 33 | 27 |1.33
Total 54 2,66 | .2 - .1
V569 - V570 8 [20.5 {7.62
V572 33 |20.5 |7.62
Total X 1524 | <,001
v
V566 184 1195 | 3481
V569 - V570 55 {1195 | 3481
Total 239 6962 <.,001



Table 8 (cont.)

Period IIA
Pit/Trench £, £ (ﬁgff % | Probability
V566 36 | 28 | 2.29
V569 - V570 20 | 28 | 2.29
Total 56 4,58 | ,05 - ,02
V566 36 | 31 .81
V572 26 | 3t | .81
Total 62 1.62 .2
V569 - V570 | 20 | 23 | .39
V572 26 | 23 | .39
Total 46 .78 S = W3
IIB - III
V566 81 58 19.12
V569 - V570 35 58 19.12
Total 116 1824 .001
V566 81 71.5 [ 1.26
V572 62 [71.5 |1.26
Total 143 2,52 2 = .1
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Table 8 (cont,)

Period v
1t/Trench £, £ i;f)‘ x* |Probability
V566 184 [225.5 | 7.64
V572 267 1225.5 | 7.64
Total 451 15,28 .001
V569 - V570 55 161 6979
V572 267 | 161 | 6979
Total 322 139.5 .001
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Chi-Square Test of FPe/0x in Periods
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Site Survey
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Sites in the RBRluff Area

24 - L = Quadrant

18) Grand Gulf (EWz irr S12, T12N,R28) Claiborne County

This site consisted of a single conical burial.
mound located %% miles south of the village of Grand Gulf
on the edge of the bluffs overlooking the Mississippil
Valley. Ho material was discovered, but the size and shape

of the mound was characteristic of the Issaquena phase.

20) Willey (SW% NW% S5, TieN, R2E) Claiborne County

The Willey site was a small occupational area
situated on the Mississippl floodplain ad jacent to an
unnamed bayou, 17 miles to the east of the confluence of
the Big Black River and the Mississippi. Anna and Emerald

diagnosties were discovered at the site,

21) Stuck (SE: NW: S5, T12N, R2E) Claiborne County

This site was located just to the north of Willey
(24-L-20), % mile south of where the Big Black River emerges
from the bluffs. It too was situated on the Mississippi
floodplain and possessed ceramic diegnostics relating té
Issaquena, Anna, and Emerald phases, with the latter having

the highest representation.

22)  Relief (SEX NWi 6, T12N, R1E) Claiborne County
This was a small ridgetop occupation % mile to

the southwest of the Willey Site {24-L-20). An Anna phasé
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component was in evidence.

24 - M - Quadrant

1)  Yokena (S¥W: irr S39, T14N, R3E) Warren County

The Yokena Site consisted of three mounds and a
village. The site was situated on the Mississippl floodplain
at the base of the bluffs, 2% miles south of Yokena Station.
A surface collection made at the site (Table 13; fig.27 )
revealed minor Hamiltor Ridge and Ballina conmponents and
very sirong Issaquena and Anna phase components, with the
mounds relating to the latter, The ramp of the largest
mound faced west (Md.A),

References: Ford 193%6:234,5 & fig.43

2) Glass (W3 irr S36, T14N, R3E) Warren County
The Glass Site was composed of four mounds
arranged in & clrcular fashion in the floodpiain of the
Mississippl Valley, one mile NNE of the Glass ralilroad
Station. A surface collection made at the site (Table 13,
fig. 28) gace evidence of Issaquens, Gordon, Anna, and
Emerald occupations. The mounds‘were built during the Anna
phase.
References: Pord ?936:69,71
Moore 1911:381,8 & fig. 6=-12

5) Ring (WE% S27, T14N, R3E) Warren County
The Rirng Site was an aboriginal cemetery located on

an interior bluff ridge three miles east of the Yokena
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Site (24-M-1). The burials dated to the Emerald phase,

References: Ford 1936:29

6) Burthe (NW: NWi irr S6, T14N, R3E) Warren County
This site was another aboriginal cemetery which

dated to the Natchez phase. The site was located on a ridge
overlooking the'Mississippi Valley, % mile northeast of
the Glass Site (24-M-2), Axcompanying the burials were
glass beads, small sheet copper cones, C-shapsd iron
bracelets, and native pottery.

References: Ford 1936:71
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10) Hard Days Night (c;nter SW: S10, T14XN, R2E) Warren Co.

This site was a small occupational area located
on the Mississippl floodplain % mile due south of the
village of Simrall., An Anna phase component was apparent

in the small collection made,

1) Farmland #2 (SW corner S10, T13N, R2E) Warren County

This site was located on abroad flat ridge whica
eXxtended out into the floodplain of the Big Black River.
The site ltself was situated on the edge of this plaieau.

Hamilton Ridge and Sundown occupations were observed.

12)  Farmland #1 (N¥E% SE: S10, T13N, R2B) Warren County
This was a small site situated a2t the base of

the bluffs on the Mississippi floodplain, 3 mile to the

northwest of Farmland #2 (24-M-11). A tridbutary to the Big

Bogue Desha forms the northern boundary of the site, A
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Sundown occupation was in evidence.

14)  Brown (SWi SE: S37, T15N, R3E) Warren County

This site, composed of sparse occupationzal
debris relating to the Balmoral phase, was situated on a
ridge which now overlooks the Vicksburg Municipal Airport
on the Mississippi floodplain bvelow.

25 « L = Quadrant

1) Ferguson (Center irr S12, TOX, R1W)’ Jefferson County
This site was situated on the edge of the bluffs
just to the south of where Coles Creek enters the Mississippi
Valley. &4 strong Mesé ~ Indian occupation existed at this
site, as well as minor Balmoral, Anna, Emerald, and Natchez

settlements.,

3) gg;; (Center irr S11, T9N, RiW) Jefferson County

This site was located on a northexrn terrace of
Coles Creek upstream of where this tributary enters the
-Misslssippl Valley, directly opposite from the Ferguson
Site (25-L-1), A collection from the site, in the possession
of the landowner (Louis Nall), revealed Meso II and Poverty
Point occupations, as well as 1ts function as a cemetery

during the Natchez phase.

4)  Prasier (NE SW: irr S45, TiON, R12E) Jefferson County
This siﬁe consisted of 3 small mound situated

on the Mississippl floodplain along the western bank of
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an unnamed bayou which empties into Coles Creek. No material
was found on or around the mound, but the ridges above
(elso ineluded under the Frasier Site) demonstrated a
strong Issaguena component, as well as a substantial Anna
phase representation. The size and shape of the mound

suggests that it wss bullt during the Issaquena phase,

10) Petit Gulf (N corner S irr S8, T11N, RIW) Clalborne Co.

This‘site, a scattered ridgetop occupation dating
to the Annz phase, was situated in the Petlt Gulf Hills

four miles northsast of the town of Rodney.

11)  Newscme (NWi NE: $32, T11N, RIW) Clalborne County
This site was located northeast of the Petit

Gulf Hills, 1% miles southeast of Bruinsburg. The area

was set up as a site on the bhasis of a single find - a

jesper tead dating to Pericd II of the Meso - Indian Era,

13)  Lamen (SEZ NW: irr St4, T9N, RiIW) Jefferson County
This site consisted of a small mound fifteen

meteré in diameter znd one meter in height situated on the

edge of an 0ld natural levee=of the Mississippl River.

-It was located about three quarters of a mile west of

where Coles Creek emerges from the bluffs, and haa been

unﬁer cvlfivation for many years. Only plain sherds were

collected from the site, but the concentration of Issaquena

burial mounds in this arez might indicete its cultural

affinities.
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15) Windser (Center irr S58, T1iN, R1E) Claiborne County
The Windsor Site was an extfemely large mound

center located on a broad flat plain jJust to thé south of
James Crcek, and 13 miles frem the edge of the bluffs.
Three mounds were arranged in a triangular pattern, with
the largest (Md, A) situated farthest to the west and
facing east., Two test pits were placed in this mound, one
at the top a2nd the other at the base. The combined results,
including a2 small surface collection, are depicted in Table
13 and illustrated in figure 29. Minor occupations occurred
during Balmoral, Gerdon, and Emerald, but the mounds were

built and the site utllized most during the Anna phase,

16) Beesley (3¥% irr S11, T11N, R1E) Claiborne County
This site was located at the base of the bluffs

on the floocdplain of Jemes Creek, z 0f a mile to the north

of the Windsor Site (25-L=15). A4 Balmoral occupation was

in evidernce.

17) Smithfield (SEZ S¥W: irr S13, T11N, R1E) Claiborne Co.

This site consisted of a single small conical
burial mound situated on a talus slope at the base of the
bluffs, one mile scuth of Bruinsburg. A surface collection
made at the site (Table 13; fig. 30 ) suggests that the
mound was constructed durinz the Sundown phase., Minof

Ballina and Balmcral cccupations were also deplceted.
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19) Cassell (SWi NWi irr S29, T12N, R1E) Claiborne County

This site, located on an 0ld terrace of Bayou
Plerre, had a very rich occupational debris. 678 sherds
weie collected; sixty-one of which were phase dlagnostics
(Teble 135 fig. 31 ). The site supported a fairly large
population during Issaquena, Sundown, Ballina, and Balmoral,
the largest of which was Sundown. Minor occupations also

occurred during Panther Lake, Anna, and Emerald.,

20) Catlsdge (¥B: NEZ irr S13, T11N, RiW) Claiborne County
The Catledge Site was located on the banks of

Judy Bayoeu approXimately two miles northeast of the town of

Alcorn. Three small mounds found at this site were arranged

in the clzssic triangular Coles Creek pattern, but strangely

enough, not a2 single Period IV ceramic was found. However,

there was consideradle evidence sipporting an Issaquena

occupation, It is possible that the mounds dated to this

phase. The only evidence in the Bluff Area of the early

Marxsvilie culture occurred at this site, in the form of &

single cross=hatched rim., This variety does not appear in

the valley, but is commonly found in the hills of northeastern

Louislana (Toth - personal communication), and on the eastern

fringes of the Yazoo Basin (Brain - personal communication). -

23) Bi: Perry (X¥E Center irr Si5, T12N, R2E) Claliborne Co.
This site was situated on an early terrace of
Bayou Pierre a short distance below where this tributary

and

emerges from the bluffs, Bvidence of Gordon, Anna, Emerald
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phase components was discovered at this site.

25) Centers Creekx (NW%: SEX S12, T12N, R2E) Claiborne Co.

This was a multi-component site situated on the
east bank Centers Creek, just before its confluence with
Bayou Pierre., The land was at one time within the floodplain
of Bzyou Plerre., The site consisted of a single conical
buriael mound and village refuse. As indicated by the surface
collection (Table 13; fig, 32 ), the heaviest occupation
occurred durlng the Hamilton Ridge phase, and it was also
probably during this phase that the mound was constructed,
Minor occupations also occurred during the Issaquena,

Sundown, Balmoral, and Amma phases.

26) Bayou Pierre (NWX SE%X S 12, T12N, R2E) Claiborne Co.

This site consisted of four mounds sltuated less
than % mile to the northeast of the Centers Creek Site
(25=L=25) on the same terrace overlooking the present-day
floodplain of Bayou Pilerre. 4 surface collectlon made at
this site (Table 13 ; fig. 33 ) revzaled strong Balmoral and
.Anna components znd minor Hamilton Ridge, Sundown, Ballilna,
and Gorden occupations. It is possible that the mounds were

built during the Balmoral phase, but more probable that they.

were constructed during Anna (See p. 153).

26 - X = Quadrant
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1)  Amna (irr S9,T8N,R11E) Adaums County
The Anna Site was compossd of elght mounds, six
of which were arranged alongz the fringes of a large flat
bluff. This site was located approximately ten miles NXNE
of Natchez, and overlooks the Mississippi Valley. Although
the site seems %o have had only one component (Anna ), it
was undoubtedly the principle center in the area during
this phase. Windsor (®54L=15), which was the principle
mound center in the north during this phase, shared many
of its characteristics with inna, one of which was the
placement of the largest mound. The vrinciple mound at Anna
(MA.3), like at Windsor, was situated on the western
exﬁremity of the plezaz and faced southeast.
References: Brown 1926:40,2 & figs. 9,10

Cotter 1951

Ford 1936:111,4

Jennings and}Wagner 1940

Moorehead 1932:162,3 &fig. 104a

2) Patherland (irr S46, T7N, R3Y) Adams County

The Fatherland Site was located on the west
bank of St, Catherine Creek three miles southwest of Natchez,
The site was composed of three mounds asnd village refuse.
Ceramics collected demonstraied ccqupation during Issaquena
and continuous occupation from Gorden through the Natchez
phase., Settlement was probably of a sporadic nature until
the Anna phase, at which time 2 viilage occupation came

about. The mounds were constiructed during the Emerald phase



and were used, but not added on to, in the subsequent
Natchez phase., The Fatherland Site was the historic Grand
Village of the Natchez Indians,

Reforences: Ford 1936:C1,5 & figs.9-12

3) Poster (S corner irr S10, T7N, R2W) Adams County

The Foster Site consisted of two mounds situated
on an o0ld terrace of S%. Catherine Creek. A test trench
placed in the smailer of the two mounds (MAd.B) revealed
two building stages (Table 13, fig, 34). The first occurrei
during the Anna phase, followed by an equally represented
Emerald phasei. This paitern was virtually identical in the
surface collecticn., 4 minor Natchez occupation was also

evident at Fester,

4) Henderson (X% SE% irr S12, T7N, R2W) Adams County
The Henderson Site was located 13 miles west of

the Poster Site (26-K-3). The site was situated on the bark

218

of St. Catherine Creek 2nd consisted of a single mound unéer

pasture. Excavation produced sparse results, but enough

“evidence to indicate a Ballina occupation around the mouné.

1  The stratigrarvhic percentages cannot be seen ir fig,.,sa
Aly of the frsquency polygons in Appendix II are
desligned only to represent the relative occupations
for the entire site, anrd cannot differentiate between
levels 1in particular pits,
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7) Trinity School (NE% ¥NEZ S4, T6N,R3W) Adams County

This site was situated south of St. Cathexrine
Creek approximately % mile from the Fatherland Site
(26~K=2). Scattered cultural debris representing Anna

and Emerald occupations was collected.

9) Stockyard (Sz irr S29,T7N,R3W) Adams County

This site consisted of scattered material on a
ridge two miles south of Natchez and % mile north of St.
Catherine Creek., Evidence of Balmoral, Anna, Emerald, and

Natchez occupations appeared in the surface collection,

10)  Corral Ridge (NE% SE% S29, 97N, R3W) Adams County

This site was located on the same ridge as the
Stockyard Site (26-K-9). A ground quartzite atlatl dating
to Period III of the Meso-Indian Era was discovered at this

site.

11) Susie B. West (SWi SWz S52, T7N, R3W) Adams County

This site was located on a ridge & of a mile 1o
the southeast of Corral Ridge (26-K-10), north of and
overlooking the floodplain of St, Catherine Creek. Material
.relating to the Balmoral and Anna phases was:collected at

this site.

12) Stowcleg (NW: S10, T6NW, R3W) 4Adams County
Stoveleg was a multi-.component site located on the
lower slopes of the bluffs Just to the south of where St,

Catherine Creek enters the Mississippi Valley. mepresenteu

220
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at the site were Issacuena, Balmorsl, Annz, and Emerald

phase compconents.

4)  HMorrisgon (NE: SW2 S10, T6N,R3W) Adams County

This site was a small ridgetop occupation of
the Anna phase situated on the edge of the bluffs overlooking
the Mississippi Valley, three-quarters of a mile northwest

of Cloverdale.

t6) Brown's Polly (Central NW% S4, T6N, R3W) Adams County

This site was located in the southern floodplain
of St. Cetherine Creek, just to the west of Bullhead Bayou.
Two Quad points were found here dating to the last period
of the Paleo-Indian Era, as well zs many projectile points
dating to Period I and the later periods of the Meso-Indian
Era, Mino: occupations also occurred during the Gordon, Anna,

and Emerald phases, This was the earliest site discovered

in the Bluff Area thus far.

17) KBS (Central S15, T6N, R3W) Adams County

| This site was situated on a small ridge on the
eastern bank of Saragossa Bayou to the south of and overlook-
the floodplain of St. Cetherine Creek. Evidence of Ballina

and Anns occupations was discovered here.

18) International Paver (NEZ NE: S10, T6N, R3W) Adams Co.

. This site was situated upon the southern terrace
of St., Catherine Creek, % of a mile to the west of Saragossa

Bayou, A small surface collection made at this site revealed
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a Natchez phase occupation, and eXcavation verified this
(Table 13; fig. 35). The frequency polygon depicts a very
strong Emerald occupation, but this percentage undoubtedly
should be lowered in favor of the XNaztchez phaéé, 2s nmany

0f the Emerald varieties continued into this next phase,

The discovery of beads, gunflints, znd other articles of
European manufacture at this sites demonstrated its importance

during the Natchez phase.

20) Sarazossa Bayou (NW: S15, NE% §5, T6I, R3W) Adams Co.
This site, consisting of a single‘mound almest
entirely destroyed as a result of cultivation, was located
south of St, Catherine Creek bztween Sarzgessa Bayou and
Bullhead Bayou. The lack of diagnostic ceramics precludes
the assignment of phase, but the finding cf Addls sherds

in the fields suggests a Pericd V comstruction,

21) _Hog Waller (Central S58, T6W, R3W) Adams County

This site was situated on a ridge twe miles
gsouth of Natchez, just to the north of St. Catherine Creek,
"Projectile points were found dating this site to the Meso-

Indian Era,.

22) Villege Sauvage (B Centrel irr €3, T6N, R3W) Adams Co.

This site was ar exXtenuive cccupaticnal ares
including two ridges and the adjacent valley. It was located
south of St. Catherine Creek, three-guarters of a mile
from the Patherland Site (26-K-2}. The initial surface

collection (Table 13; fig. 35) revealsd very strong Emerald
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and Natchez componeuts, but these two phases unfortunately
did not appear in the exXxcavations. The surface collection
was probably a more accurate reprasentation of what cccurr=d
over the total site., Village Sauvage was a village during
the Anna, Natchez, and Emerald phases (with an emphasis on
the latter), and supported minor settlement during the

Sundown, Ballina, Balmoral, and Gordon phases.

23) Fort Farine (E Central irr S3, T6N, R3¥) 4dams County

This site was located on a steep bank of St.
Catherine Creek % of a mile, and on the opposite side of
the cresk, from the Fatherland Site (26-K-2). Our sﬁrvey
revealed only Anna and Emerald cdmponents, but in the early
1960 's numerous gun flints and lead balls were reported to
have wasked out of the bdluff at this location (Joe Frank -

local resident), suggesting its role as Fort Farine in the

famous war between the French and the Natchez Indians.

29) Rands (SWi irr S5, T7N, R2¥) Adams County

This was a ridgetop occupational area located
one mile south of the town of Pine Ridge. Survey here
resulted'onlg in the collection of lithiecs and undiagnostic
sherds, but é collection made by the landowner revealed an

Issaquena component.

30) Greenlawn (E Central irr S56, T8N, R2W) Adams County
The Greenlawn Site was located 3 mile south of
the town of Pine Ridge in the cemetery by that neme, Issaquena

and Emerald phasz components were in evlidence.
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31) Pinecrest Place (S58, T8N, K2W) Adams County

This site was a very extensive village occupation
on a series of gently rolling ridges three miles north of |
Natchez on the east side of the Natchez -~ Pine Ridge road.

As seen by the surface collection (Table 13 fig. 37 ), the
site was a village during the Anna phase,‘and witnessed
only minor settlement during the Balmoralland Emerald

phasés.

32) Schuchs (N Central irr S61, T8N, R2W) Adafis County

This site was situated on a similar form of
terrain as pinecrest Place (26-K-31) and, as‘shown by the
surface collection (Tablé 13; Fig. 38), was a village
during the Anna phase also. The site was located about 13
miles souatheast of Pine Ridge aleng the Pine Ridge - Foster
road. Besides the Anna phase, a strong Issaquena component
and minor Gordon and Balmoral occupztlons were represented.
The material classified from this site was all in the

private collection of the landowner.

35) Jamison (N corner irr S48, T7N, R2W) Adams County
This site was situated § of 2 mile to the
northwest of the Greenlawn Site (26-XK-30) on the came
gently »olling hills typleel of this area, Our survey
revealed an Anna phase component, but a collection by the

1andoﬁner depicted Natchez and Poverty Point occupations,

36) M.T. Seale (NE%: NEZ S29, T7N, R2W) Adams County

This site was composed of a series of'ridges
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located south of St. Catherine Creek and southeast of.the
Foster Site (26-K-3), Many surface collections were made,

all of which demonstrated Anna and Emerald occupations.

37) Big James (N% S% S5, T6N, R3W) Adams County
" This site was spread out over a éeries of
ridgetops located on the west bank of Bullhead Bayou, one
mile above where it enters St. Catherine Creek. Both Issaquena

and Gordon occupations have been recorded at this site.

38) Missed Once (E Central irr S10, T6N, R3W) Adams Co.

This was a small ridgetop occupafional area
lozated halfway between the Morrisgon (26-K-14) and Stoveleg
(26-X-12) Sites., It too overlooks the Mississippl Valley

and had Balmoral and Anna components represented.

42) Feltus (S corner irr S42, T9N, R1IW)

- The Feltus Site was situated on a steep bluff
overlooking the Mississippi Valley three miles south of
where Coles Creek emerges from the bluffs. Ford's description
of Truly Place {1936:198,201) also perfectly describes the

- Feltus Site, yet he assigned this mound group closer to
Coles Creek. This was probably ths result of a careless
error in recording the section number though.

The Feltus Site consisted of three mounds
arranged 1in a trianguvlaer pattern with the largest mound
located on the bluff edge facing towards the east. Two pits
were excavated at the base of Mound B and the results, in

relation to the surface collection from the entire site,
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were very interesting (Tavle 13; fig. 39). Ballina had the
strongest overall representation at the site, followed by
Balmoral and Sundown, but ths mound possessed very few
diagnostics relating to the Bbalmoral phase. It sesems that
two bullding stages occurred in the construction of this
mound, the first of which occurred in Sundown and the second
during Ballina.llf this was true for all the mounds at the
site, as I am suggesting, the Balmoral phase might not be
as significant,in terms of mound construction, in the Bluff
Area as was originally supposedg. This was also the first
appearance of a pyramidal mecund in the Rluff Area thus far
recorded. Minor occupations during the Issaquena, Hamilton
Ridge, Gordon, Anna, and Zmerald phasss also occurred at

this site.

43) Junkin Ridge (N corner S41, T8, R3¥W) Adams County

This site extended over two ridges and was
located % of a mile inland from the edge of the bluffs,
equidistant from Greens and Quitman Bayou (oue mlle Irom
each). The phases represented at Zhis site were Issaquena

and Anna,

2 There is of course the pcssibility that a2 Balmoral
occupation on top of the mound, which has since washed
away, was responsible for the last mcund counstruction.
But surely more evidence for thls would have appeared
in the two pits at the base of the mound.
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44) VWilson (Center irr S4, T6N, R3W) Adams County
This site was situatsd upon a2 ridgetop one mile
south of Brown's Polly (26-X-16), Occupations occurred

during the Annza, Emerald, and Natchez phases.,

46) Rateliffe (SWi NW: irr S46, T7X, sz) Adams County
The Rateliffe mound and village_site was located
on the southérn bank of the headwaters of St., Catherine.
Creek, 1% miles southeast of the town of Washington, Both
excavation and surface collection (Table 13; fige. 40)
revealed similar prehistories. The Emerald phase had the
most concentrated occcupation followed by strong Anna and
Balmoral representations, The site was occupied sporadically
during the Issazquena and Gordon phases, and probably also
during the Natchez phase., It is possiblé that, like at
International Paper (26-X-18),. the ceramics designated as
Emerald may actually have belonged to the Natchez phase,
but I do not believe this was the case. The complete absence
of alsteric artifacts supports the pre-contact positioning

of this site.

-

Bull Ridge (NWz NWi irr S90, T7N, R2W) Adams County

S

7

This site was a very rich occupational area
situated uﬁon 2 ridgetop 3% miles southeast of Natchez.
The site is very interesting because of its isolated
position and its almost continuous occupation., If a site
was occupied to the same degrge through time, the frequency

polygon of the site would be horizextal. Thils was not quite
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the case with Bull Ridge, but a large surface collection of
792 sherds, thirty-nine of which were decorated (Table 13;
fig. 41), revealsd a fairly constant occupational level.

Of the seven phases represenied at this site, the only
interval when the site probably did not supprt a village

was during the Gordon phase.

49) Sylven Glade (SW% SWi irr S59, T7N, R2W) Adams County

This site was located on a rldgetop on an unnamed
tributary to Kittéring Creek, 1% miles from where the
latter enters St. Catherine Creek. A very sparse surface
collection was made that was indicative of a Balmoral

occupation,

50) Twin Oaks (SW irr S68, T7N, R2W) Adams County

Twin Oaks was a small ridgatep occupation of
the Anna phase located about one mile to the north of the
Bull Ridge Site (26-K-47). |

56)  Bryandale (NW corner irr S44, TTN, R2W) Adams County
This site was situated on a ridgetop 1% miles
southeast of the town of_Washington along Route 84. Evidence

was found here of a Period II Meso - Indian occupation,

58) Dump (SW% SW% irr S23, T7N, R2W) Adams County
This site consistzd of rcattered refuse on a
ridge adjacent to the M.T. Seale Site (26-X-36). Material

from this site was related to the Emerald phase.
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60)  Morrell (SE: SW: irr §23, T7N, R2W) Adams County
The Morrell Site was situatéd on the northern
bank of St. Catherine Creek three-quarters of a»mile
north of where Route 61N crcsses the creek at Washingion.
The site had an Emerald phase component as well as some
later historie materiél (eaxrly 19th century) dating to the
occupation of Fort Dearborn and Jefferson College located

nearby.

66) Bullhead Bayou (NE: S5, T7N, R3W) Adams County

This site was situated on a ridge on the west
bank of {he stream by that name, overlooking the floodplain
of St. Catherine Creek. Period I of the Meso-Indlan Era

and Hemiiton Ridge components were represented at the site.

68) North (W Center irr S3, 76N, R3W) Adams County

The North Site was an aboriginal Natchez
cemetery situated on the edge of a bluff to the south of
and overlooking St. Catherine Creek., It was less than 3% mile

to the southwest of the Fatherland Site (26-K-2),

T4) Thoroughbred (S irr S13, T7N, R2W) Adams County

This was a historic site located 1% miles to the

west of the Foster Site (26-K-3), on the northernm bank of
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St. Catherine Creek. The abundance o0f lead-glazed earthenwvare

and falence, as well as the ébsence of aboriginal artifacts,

suggests the European nature (trading post?) of this site.
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87) Second Creek (N cornér irr 829, T6N, R2W) Adams County

This site consisted of a single large mound
located 5 and three~guarter miles southeast of Natchez
along the northern bank of Secor Creek, The mound had been
heavily cultivated and 1is now under pasture, Surface
collecting was severely limited as a result of this and
only a few plain sherds and lithics were found. The mound

can neither be assigned to a phase nor a2 period.

88) Pumpkin Lake (NW% irr S27, T9N, R1W) Jefferson County

The Pumpkin Lake Site was located % mile to the
southwest of the Feltus Site (26-K-42), gnd appears to
have had very 1ittle association with this major center.
The site was composed of a small irregularly shaped mound
and a surrounding village. As seen in the freaquency polygon
of.this site (Table 13; fig. 42), the Iésaquena phase had
the strongest representation, Excavation revealed that the
nmound was constructed during this phase too. Minor occupations
also cccurred during the Sundown, Anna, anrnd Emerald phases.
The Nztchez phase was not apparent in the ceramics collected,
but a single gless bead found at the base of the mound

Gemonstrated its occupation during the Natchez phase as well.,

26 - L - .Quadrant

1) Emerald (NE: SWi irr S41, T8N, RIW) Adams County

The Emerald Site was located 2% the headwaters
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“of Fairchilds Creek 1% miles northwest of the village of
Stanten. Two mounds, orlented along the east-west axis with
the larger mound (¥d.A) facing east, were comstructed upon
a 1arge base mound, but as many as eight mounds have keen
reported to have been on top of this platform. The arrange=-
ment of these mounds along the fringes of the man-made
plateau, had a stiriking similarity to the Anna mound
group (26-X-1). Excevations during the summer of 1972
revealed that a large portion of the site was constructed
during the Anna phase, but the greater portion of the site,
including the upper part of the blateau and the secondary
mounds, were built during the Emerald phase.

References: Brain 1972

Cotter 1951

2) gggﬁgé_(SB?, ToN, R1¥W) Jeffersom County

The Gordon Sife consisted of two mound remnants
and an accompanying village slte. It was located on the
edge of a low terrace on the east side of South Fork
Coles Crzek. Frem the 1llustrations and stratigraphy which
Cotter presented , evidence of Hamilton Ridge, Ballina,
Balmoral, Gordon, and Anna occupation was apparent. The
two mourds wsre probably constructed during the Anna phase,
as there cccurred with the ouilding of the mounds thke
appearance of rectangular structures - a Mississipplan trailt.
The site was probably only sporadically occupied during

Hamilton Ridge and Ballina, while settlement became more
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intensive during Balmoral and Gordon.

Reference: Cotter 1952

4) Williams (¥W$ SW: irr S71, T9N, R1¥) Jefferson County
This site consisted of sparse material scattered

over several ridgetops. The site was located about one

mile soﬁth of the village of Church Hill =long Route 553.

The ceramics collected date to the Anna phase.

6) Solo (E corsmer irr S41, T8N,R1W) Adams County

The Solo Site was located % mile to the southpf
the Emerald Site (26-L-1). Evidence of a Meso~-Indian

occupation was discovered.

e

7) Sour Apple (SW: NE

S40, TON, R1W) Jefferson County

The Sour Apple Site was situated directly across

®

from the Emerald Site (26-L-1) on the eastern bank of
Fairchilds Creek. Material was sparse, but was extensively
scattered. The decorated sherds demonstrated Anna phase

occupation,

8) Bates £1.(SW% K25 S40, TI9N, R1W) Jefferson County
This site, consisting of a single pyramidal mound

3.3 meters tall and 23 meters on each side, was located

two miles due ncrth.of the village of Church Hill, Yery

1lit=zle cultﬁral material was found as the area was under

pasturg, but the Addis sherds collected on the mound

suggests that it was constructed duripg Period V,
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9)  Bates #2 (irr S38, TON, RIW) Jefferson County

This site consisted of a single conical mound
two meters high, located % mile to the northeast of Bates #1
(26-L=8). It probably dated to the Issaquena phase, but this

cannot be verified by the available evidence.
27 - K = Quadrant

1) fazique (W Center irr S10, TSN, R3W) Adams County

The Mazique Site, composed of three nounds, was
located on the west bank of Second Creek 1 and three-quarter-
miles north of Sibley and twelve miles south of Natchez, It
was a2t ore time believed to be the historic Natchez White
Apple Village (Culin 1900:128), but it was actually built
during the Coles Creek period. A collectién of material
from this site (in possession of LSU of Baton Rouge) revealed
very strdng Ballina and RBalmoral components, as well as minor
Anna and Emerald representations.

References: Ford 193%6:172,3

'3) Ellis (irr Si6, T5N, R3W) Adams County

" The Ellis Site was a mound and village complex
located % mile southeast of Ellis Cliffs on the bluffs over-
looking the valley. The mound was originally excavated by
Moore, but he recovered very little material, none of which
was illus£rated. A surface collection from the village area

revealed evidence of a Meso - Indian and a Sundown occupation.
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References: Moore 1911:377

4) Hamilton Ridge (NE} ¥E% S29, TSN, R3W) Adams County

This site was situated on a ridgetop 3% miles dwe
west of the village of Sibley. A surface collection here
demonstrated Issaquena, Hamilton Ridge, Sundowm, and
Balmoral occupations, all of which wexre of minor sporadiec

ocourrence.

5)  Hutchins Ridge (SE: NW% irr $32, T5N, R3W) 4adams Co.

This site was a multi-component ridgetop occupation
situated 2% miles southeast of the Ellis Site (27-K-3) on
a small tributary of Hutchins Creek. Belmoral, Gordon, =and

Anna phases were'represehted at the site.

7)  Birch (E Central irr S15/St4, T6N, R3W) Adams County
' This site was located on a ridge due south of

Cloverdalie. A projectile point dating to eitﬁer Period II

or IIT of the Meso - Indian Era was found there. A Balmoral

phase occupation was also apparent.

9)  RBat Ridge (SWf NW% irr S32, TSN, R3W) Adams County
This site was a ridgetop occupation overlooking
the valley, 2% miles southeast of the Ellis Cliffs. A Gary
Point dating to Period III of the Meso -~ Indian Era, and
ceramics belonging to the Tchefuncte, Balmoral, and inna

phases were collected,
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11)  Whitetall (SE: SW% S32, T5N, R3W) Adams County

This site was situated three-quarters of a mile
to the southeast of Hutchins Ridge (27-K-5) along the western
bank of Hutchins Creek., It was a small ridgetop cccupation

"dating to the Anna phase.

12) Forgot (SE: NE irr S19, T6N, R3W) Adems County
This site was a scattered occuvation on the top
of a steep bluff overlooking the Mississippil Valley, 12
miles south of the village of Cloverdale. A single occupation

dating to the Anna phase was recorded,

13) La Grange (SWZ NW: S18, TSN, R27) Adams County
This site was a small ridgetop occupation located
one and three-quarter miles due east of the Mazigue Site

(27-K=-1). A Gordon phase component was recorded,

15)  Shieldsboro (NEX SW: irr S5, T4N, R3W) Adams County

This site consisted of three mounds arranged in
a triangular pattern, It was located at the confluence
of the floodplain of the Mississippi and the Homochito
River. Unfortunately, cultivatidnlhas all but destroyed
the site, but it also provided for an excellent surface
collection (Table 13; fig. 43). Occupation was of a minor
nature during the Issaquena, Hamilton Ridge, Balmoral, and
Emerald phases, and was a bit more concentrated during
Ballina, The heaviest concentration, including the mound

construction, occurred during the Anna phase.
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16) Armstrong (SWi SEZ ifr S5, T4N, RBW) Adams Couﬁty

This site was situated on the Homochito floodplain
less than % mile to the southeast of the Shieldsboro Site
(27-XK=15)., The appearance of forty-nine Tchefuncte Plain

variety Tchefuncte sheras in wne surface collection suggested

that this site was a village during the Panther Lake phase,

There was also evidence of minor Gordon and Anna occupations.,

17)  Plateau (SWiSEZ irr S7, T4W, R3W) Adams County

This site was sitﬁated on a talus slope north
of and extending into the floodplzins of the Homochito and
the Mississippl. Most of the material collected were lithices,

but there was some evidence of Balmoral and Anna occupations.

18) Rocking TT (NE% SEX S5, T4N, R3W) Adems County

This site was located on a small ridgetop
overlooking the floodplain of the Homochito River, 1% miles
due east of the Plateau Site (27-K-17).vStrong Panther Lake
and Aﬁna components were discovered, as well as ninor ﬁeso II
and Balmoral representations. The prehistory of this site
~appears on the surface to be very similar to the Sardine

Site (265K-7o).

22) Garden of Eden (NE: SW% S28, T6N, R3W) Adams County

This site was located on a ridgetop three miles
north of the Mazique Site (27-K-1) along Route 61S., An Anna

phase component was represented In the surface collection,
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3) Smith Creek (N irr S21, T2N, R4W) Wilkinson County

The Smith Creek Site was a large mound compleXx
consisting of three mounds arranged in a triangular pattern
around an open plaza, again with the largest mound on the
edge of the bluff faclng east. The site was located on the
west bank of the creek by that name, four miles NNW of Fort
Adams. A surface collection from the mounds (Table 13; fig.
44 ) revealed that Bﬁllina and Balmoral had the strongest
representations at this site and were undoubtedly the phases
during which the mounds were constructed. Minor occupations
during Hamlilton Ridge, Sundown, Gordon, and Anna, have also

beev recorded.

5) Buena Vista (S Center irr S5, T2N, R4W) Wilkinson Co.

This site was composed of scattered occupational

246

debris on a series of ridgetops to the north of and overlooking

Percy Creek. The material collected dates to the Anna phase.

6) Flat-Top (NE: NWZ S13, T2N, R4W) Wilkinson County

[
Q

This site was lccaited on 2 flat promontory to the
south of and overlooking Percy Creek and the Mississippil

Valley. Balmoral and Anna phases wWere represented.

P) ¥Po!Folk (SW} NW: S21, T2N, R4W) Wilkinson County
This site was situated upon a ridge one-eighth of
a mile to the southeast of the Smith Creek Site (28-J-3).
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Material dating to the Isséquena and Ballina phases was

collected.

9) Dooley (E Center irr S21, T2N, R4W) Wilkinson County
This was an eXtensive ridgetop occupation located
% mile south of the Po'Folk Site (28-J-7). A Balmoral

occupation was in evidence at this site.

10) Pava's (E Center irr S21, T2N, E4W) Wilkinson County
This site was a ridgetop occupation situated three=-
quarters cf a mile to the south of the Smith Creek Site

(28-J-3), A Ballina phase component was discovered here.

12) At Last (SE% NW% S8, T1S, R5W) Wilkinson County

This site was an extremely rich village midden
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located on 2 high flat bluff overlooking Hunter Creek and the

Mississippl Valley. A surface collection made at this site
(Table 135 fig. 45) revezled very strong Ballina and
Balmorsl ccmponents (as at Smith Creek), and a gradual
ebbing out of the settlement in the following Gordon and

Anna phases,
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Table 10

Site Conpouents
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18 Grand Guif
20 Willy
21 Stuck
22 Relief
24.M
! Yokensa
2 Glass
5 Ring
6 Burthe
10 Hard Days Night
11 Farmland #2
12 FParmlend #1
14 Brown
25-L
1 Perguson Mi
3 Nall Mi ML
4 Frasier
10 Petit Gulf
11 Newsomne M1

15 Windsor

Panther Lake

Point Lake

o
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Mi
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Issaquens

Hamilton Ridge
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Sundown
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Key
PM Pyramidal Mounds
Constructed
PM Pyramidal Hounds Used
V Village
BM Burial Mound
C Cemetery
H Historic
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16 Beesley
17 Smithfield
19 Cassell
20 Catledge
23 Big Perry
25 Centers Creek
26 Bayou Pierre
26=K
1 Anna
2 Fatherland
3 Foster

4 Henderson
7 Trinity School
9 Stockyard

10
11
12
14
16
17
18
21
22
23
29
30
31
32
35

Corral Ridge Mi
Susie B, West
Stoveleg

Morrison

Brown's Folly Mi Mi

KBS

I.P.

Hog Waller M
Village Sauvage
Fort Farine

Rands

Greenlawn

Pinecrest Place
Schuchs

Jamison

Table 10 (cont.)
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Hemilton Ridge

Sundown
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Ballina
Balmoral
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Anne

<t
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Mi
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47
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56
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60
66
68
70
T4
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Sites

M.T. Seale
Big James
Missed Once
Feltus
Junkin Ridge
Wilson
Ratcliffe
Bull Ridge
Sylvan Glade
Twin Oaks
Bryandale
Dump
Moryell
Bullhead RBayou
North
Sardine
Thoroughbred
Pumpkin Lake
26-1L
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Gordon
Williams
Solo

Sour Apple
Batos #2

27-K

Mazique

Ellils :
Hamilton Ridge
Hutchins Rildge
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Meso Era

M1

Mi
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Table 10 (cont,)

[U)
o &0
S ]
- o
o © o ~
® A X s
L) < ] a8 < 4
[rS) 13 >~ & 1 o o g o [ 3 N
Sites o M ﬁ 8 O ﬁ o 5 8 5 g &
(o)) [} [0)] + [#] (v i i) —i = s (4] ™ [¢]
-~ o > g A ®@m g 8 A A4 & £ o
4 o © ©® o0 w &8 S 6 8 o 5 # o
A =2 A A A H DR ;MA@\ =
7 Birch Mi Mi
9 Bat Ridge Mi Mi Mi Mi
11 Whitetail ' Mi
12 Forgot Mi
13 La Grange Mi
15 Shieldsboro Mi Mi V Mi M PM ML
16 Armstrong v ME Mi
17 Plateau Mi Mi Mi
18 Rocking TT ML Mi ' Mi
22 Garden of Eden Mi
28-J
3 Smith Creek Mi Mi PM PM MP M&
5 Buena Vista ' : Mi
6 Flat-Top Mi 0 Mi
7 Po'Folk M1 Mi
9 Dooley : » Mi
12 At Last vV VMI M
91 Sites
Total 1= 14= 2<6= 17= 24=12= 13-18=33=20- 59-35-17

# In Appendix IIA and C ninty-five slites are discussed, Four
' of thoss sites are not listed here { Laman (25-L-13).
Saragossa Bayou (26-X-20), Sescond Creek (26-X-87), and
Bates #1 (26-L-8)). They are mound sites which could not
be assigned to phases on the basis of the avallable data,
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Ecological Zones of the
Various Sites
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Key

LP TILevel plailn
P Tributary floodplain
mFP Mouth of tributary
= floodplain
R = Ridge
MFP Mississippi
floodplain
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Table 11 (cont,)
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(cont. )
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LP

Interior

PP

R

LPp

Exterior

mFP R

Gordon
Williems
Solo

uOUT‘ T‘“ie
Bates h?
Bates Zr

27-X
Mazigue

Ellls
Hzmilton RI

OO~ N

s w2 \O UL P -

WO —

S Buerna

6 Flﬂt-ﬁ
7 Po'Follk
g9 Doole"
10 Papa &

12 4% Last

(Y

[e23

o]

I"l

P
IZS' n

=t (D
‘U e b ey

w o

Toteal a5

u:f;
Hutchins Ridge:

16

e

26

P4 PSP ] PG
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Table 12

Ecological Zones of ithe Palszo,
Meso, and Neo - Indian Lres

Interior Exterior y

o

Era / Phase LP | PP | ¥ LP | mFP | & MFP :‘,:
Paleo Era o 1 o) O 0 o) 0 1
Meso Era 0 i 5 4 1 3 0 14
Poverty Point 1 0 0 G 1 0 o 2
Panther Lake 0 0 i G 3 2 0 6
Point Lake 1 0 0 0 0 o 0 1
Issaquena 4 3 4 5 2 3 3 24
Hamilton Ridge 0 3 3 3 i 1 1 12
Sund own o 2 2 5 1 1 2 13
Ballina 0 4 4 3 2 3 2 17

Balmoral 1 6 7 5 3 9 2 Z
Gordon 1. 6 5 3 2 2 1 20
Anna 3 11 15 8 4 13 5 59
Emerald-Northern| O 2 1 0 1 0 4 8
Southern| 3 7 i1 4 1 1 0 27

Natchez 1 5 7 2 1 [ 6] 17
Total 14 51 64 | 43 23 339 20 | 253
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Assemblages From Various Sites
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